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פורים -זכור  –פרשת תצוה   
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah, 
and our dear son and daughter, Moishe & Yael. 

Mazal Tov twin nephews, Eli & Dani, on your Bar Mitzvah! 
Mazal Tov to Natan Cohen on your Bar Mitzvah! 

העניא בת פריידלרצה בת רחל ו ולרפואה שלימה:  
  

   

 
 Purim פורים

 This Shabbos is Parshas Zachor.  There is a positive commandment to remember what Amalek did to us.  What did Amalek do that warranted HKB”H’s declaration of all-out war until the end of time?  Amalek tried to destroy the most important element that a Jew has – our desire, our will.  “That he happened (קרך) upon you on the way.”1  קרך = happened or cooled.    Amalek attempted to cool off our hearts.  They tried to inject doubts in our hearts, e.g. maybe the Splitting of the Sea was some kind of natural phenomenon and not a miracle at all?  This formidable call to remember what Amalek did to us is essentially a call to remember our purpose, to remember Hashem, to remember that there is nothing aside from Hashem (אין עוד 
  .(מלבדו

 
 Emuna and Joy אמונה ושמחה

 We are in middle of a month that is entirely about joy – the month of Adar.  Rebbe Nachman taught, “It is a great mitzvah to always be happy” because joy is the remedy for all of our ills.  There is even a profession called “medical clowning” – clowns who make patients laugh, because research shows that joy is a cure for the body and the soul.  Rebbe Nachman said, “It is a great mitzvah to always be happy, and to make every effort to determinedly keep depression and gloom at bay.  All the illness 
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that affects people are due only to flawed joy…  Eminent physicians, too, have spoken at length about this – that all illness is the product of gloom and depression.  And joy is a great healer!”2    People think that happiness should be easy, simple and automatic.  Laugh, dance, sing or tell a joke … and you will be happy.  Rebbe Nachman explains that being happy is a huge task and it does not come easy.  “The rule is that a person has to be very determined and put all his strength into being nothing but happy at all times.  For human nature is to draw itself into gloom and depression because of life’s vicissitudes and misfortunes - and every human being is filled with suffering.  Therefore, a person has to exercise great effort in forcing himself to be happy at all times, and to bring himself to joy in any way he can – even with silliness.”3  We must infuse holy emuna into our lives.  This, and only this, can bring us out of sadness, out of our defeats.  Joy is a consequence of emuna.  Emuna in the Creator of the World - Who created us to do good for us, to have mercy on us - and that everything that He does is for the best!  Whenever a person does not live with emuna, he 
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feels as if things are not going well for him.  So long as a person does not live with emuna - that whatever happens to him is for the best, even the difficulties, the deficiencies, the things that do not go well, the downfalls, the descents – he will not be happy.  Therefore, a person must resolve to try to be happy no matter what occurs in his life - because he has emuna that it is Hashem’s will that he endure what he experiences.  The Creator of the World wants me to bear this deficiency, this problem, this hurdle – the Creator of the World wants it this way, so I have to be happy with it.  That is our task – to be happy!  To say thank You!  For it is the best thing for us right now!  You want something very much – but it does not work out?  Continue to want it and daven for it until you build the vessels – then you will be capable of receiving it.  In the meantime, be happy that it does not work out!  We must never blame – not ourselves nor anyone else.  We must only fear Hashem.  A person blames himself and persecutes himself; he is not pleased with himself.  Why?  It is only because he is stuck in concealment, he does not see that everything is from Hashem.  If a person does not have emuna and joy – he will not be able to want.  A depressed person does not want anything.  If we look at everything that happens as if there is no Divine Providence, G-d forbid, we can despair and become broken.  Only if a person lives with emuna that everything happens to bring him close to Hashem, if he understands that this is the only purpose of the suffering that transpires - everything becomes much easier and he receives strength, desire and he does not cease raising his head and praying.  Remember that there is a Creator of the World and He orchestrates everything.  He knows exactly what you must undergo and you must have complete emuna that your salvation will sprout from here, in this precise manner, specifically via these complications.  This is the course that your soul must travel - to reach its correction.  Have emuna that Hashem knows what He is doing with everyone, that He will do what is best for you. 

Hashem wants us to exert ourselves, to endeavor to have emuna in Him.  To strive to have emuna that He does not do anything bad to us in life.  Hashem created the world to reveal His compassion.  Hashem’s compassion is unlimited; it knows no bounds.  Whatever happens to us is all Hashem’s mercy.  Hashem is with us in all of the challenges that we sustain.  He knows what we go through.  He lives our pain.  That is how we must look at life.  If we merit living this holy emuna – life is so much more blissful.  Hashem is All-Capable.  A person recognizes that according to the laws of nature there is no hope – so he gives up, he throws up his hand.  Have emuna that the Creator of the World will do something that you never even thought of.  If a person casts aside his intellect, there is no limit to the solutions and salvations that he suddenly realizes Hashem can rescue him through.  On Purim, a terrifying and horrifying decree was pronounced against the Jewish people.  Yet, it was reversed into a perfect and immense salvation.  In place of sackcloth and ashes, Mordechai Hayehudi emerged in royal clothing, with pomp and circumstance.  The very wicked person who issued the terrifying decree against the Jewish people suddenly turned around and gave the Jews permission to kill those who sought to kill them.  Purim opens our eyes to recognize how Divine Providence reaches every detail of our lives.  Hashem rules even the hearts and minds of people.  He can transform an enemy into a friend.  We often hear how the miracle of Purim is greater than all other miracles.  That seems enigmatic.  There was no altering of nature as there was at the Splitting of the Sea or Chanukah, when one day’s worth of oil burned for eight days.  The explanation is that revealed miracles cannot last beyond the moment in which they occur.  Afterwards, HKB”H conducts His world and conceals Himself within nature.  On Purim, everyone saw how HKB”H’s wondrous Divine Providence is always enveloped in nature.  It is not that a miracle occurred for us within 
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nature – rather, all of nature is a miracle.  Every second is a miracle – our entire lives are one great miracle.  Megillas Esther is as its name – it reveals (מגלה) the hidden (הסתרה).  It reveals Hashem’s concealment.  On Purim, all was lost; there was only desperation – a decree of utter destruction.  Yet, in the midst of this darkness, the element of Divine Revelation was revealed for us and it illuminated the darkness.  On Purim, every Jew is given an opportunity to improve and enhance his ability to look at things and see, in every occurrence, the hand of Providence, the hand of HKB”H.  That is the real gift of the holiday.  This was the Mishloach Manos that Mordechai and Esther sent every Jew for Purim, every year.  Ostensibly, Megillas Esther presents itself as a collection of individuals and coincidental events that fortuitously led to a favorable conclusion.  There is no hint to Hashem’s Providence.  The same is true for life.  HKB”H conceals Himself.  We spontaneously meet a friend who we have not seen for a long time and he tells us something that is so pertinent to us.  We happen to hear something that has nothing to do with us and was not said to us – but it inspires us to new resolutions in our lives.  All kinds of “accidents” and “coincidences” bring us to new places and new decisions.  The Guiding Hand leads our existence, with countless coincidences and motions, to our rectification.  The Megilla is not some story that once took place.  The story of the Megilla is the story of each of us.  When a Jew falls to the lowest levels, if he continues to hope, want and ask – he will merit having everything transformed for the better.  The joy of Purim is not for what happened back then; it is the joy of each of us, here and now.  “To make known that all those who put their hope in You will not be shamed; and they will not be humiliated ever – all those who take refuge in 

You.”4  Purim announces, “Enough” to the concealment of Hashem.  We must realize how whatever happens to us in life is all from Hashem.  It is all orchestrated with amazing Divine Providence.  There are no errors.  No one is ever out of HKB”H’s thoughts.  Our problem is that we obscure HKB”H ourselves.  We complain about a pain, what some person said to us, that another person ignored us, we wanted something but did not get it – and we are upset.  This is true for both material and spiritual matters.  We must escape the concealments of sadness, feeling like we are unsuccessful in life, that nothing goes well for us, like our lives are so difficult, that fate has frowned upon us.  The joy of Purim is the revelation that Hashem is always with us – that whatever transpires in our lives is from Hashem and for the very best.  It is all mercy.  On Purim, Hashem’s Kingship is completely revealed.  We see that it is all Hashem’s doing and there is nothing aside from Hashem.  We are not afraid of anything; we do not get angry with anyone and we are not offended by anyone.  We see how, in our everyday life, Hashem is King and there is none other.  All of the paths and twists in life all lead only to eternal good.  We must fully realize, without any doubt, that Hashem is always with us, Hashem perpetually loves us and Hashem never abandons us.  That is how we eradicate the memory of Amalek from the heart and mind – we have no doubt about Hashem’s compassion, love and Divine Providence.  The Vilna Gaon, zy”a, said that when he wanted to strengthen his emuna and feel that he was in HKB”H’s hands during the year, he would learn Megillas Esther and contemplate how HKB”H leads every Jew by the hand.  Every step and occurrence is by precise and amazing design.  “Now you shall command the children of Israel.”5  
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 תפילה
 Master of the World!  My greatest pleasure is when I can lift my head and say, “Father, I love You” – and not only say it, feel it, shed tears of love and excitement.  It does not happen often – only on occasion, when my heart suddenly fills with love and I am in the clouds.  Nothing upsets me, I lack nothing and I love everyone – with tears in my eyes.  It is said that, for these moments, You created Your world.  However, Father, it is not enough!  For our lives are not simple.  Our lives are not all roses.  They are constant and endless struggles with illicit desires, negative traits, moods, flaws, shortcomings, downfalls, and even worse - that only these moments of love give us the strength to overcome and persist.  I have already made this request repeatedly, yet, I stand now to ask of You again, Father: Grant me more of these moments.  They are what give me the strength to continue.  True, there is sweetness in everything we do in serving Hashem – but, to feel this exaltedness of the soul, that is unusual – it is only intermittently.  Help me understand what I can do to merit more of these moments.  Self-sacrifice that we do for You or for others?  Restraint and strengthening?  Forbearance?  A life of giving, kindness and loving others?  Master of the World, we need this.  Otherwise, we are in danger.  Help us that all of our vitality, joy and pleasure in life come only from You and from holiness.  Grant us many moments of spiritual exaltation and true dveykus to You, Father.  

Have an awesome, uplifting, and wonderful Shabbos, Dov Elias 
Notice: The foregoing is my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita.  It is not a complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material.  Any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you, Mordi Blass, for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions.  Thank you to my wife, Devorah, for proofreading and commenting on the “working draft.” ©Dov Elias 5777.  (973)9-EMUNA-9        ז                       תשע" י"ג אדר –March 11, 2017 For previous issues and/or to receive this adaptation by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email me at Dov@TLOE.us 
 
 

Command (תצווה) derives from connection (צוותא).  Our aspiration is to live a life of dveykus (clinging), to speak with Hashem continuously, to remember Hashem, incessantly.  When we speak with Hashem sincerely, with simple words, from the heart, when a person murmurs throughout the day, not from a siddur but from the realities of life – “Hashem it is hard for me, Hashem help me” – at those moments, Hashem connects to him.  Connecting to Hashem means receiving all of our joy and vitality from Hashem and from holiness.  What caused the dreaded decree against the Jews in the story of Purim?  They partook of Achashverosh’s party.  They detached themselves from HKB”H.  That is the gravest danger.  A person can do everything right and there is no criticism that we can levy against him – his food is kosher, he performs mitzvos.  However, his soul is elsewhere.  He draws vitality from somewhere else, pleasure from other things – not only from Hashem.  This, Hashem cannot tolerate.  That is the most 

ominous danger that still threatens us, constantly - with all of the opportunities to become attached to this vast world.  Our job is to be happy to the best of our ability, with self-sacrifice, to say constantly, “Everything is for the best,” to thank Hashem for everything.  We should not wait for some trouble and, then, when we are free of it, feel obliged to thank.  If we are happy and sing to Hashem, thank Hashem – the troubles will not arrive.  True joy is joy in Hashem.  The greatest delight is when we love Hashem.  On Purim, we learn that love of Hashem and love of other Jews go together - one strengthens the other.  There is such indescribable awakening of love of other Jews on Purim.  The mitzvos of Mishloach Manos and giving to the poor, to anyone who extends a hand, instill true love of others in a person.  Where does it all start?  As always, in the home – between man and wife. 


