
                                                                                                                      

"And Elisha said: Listen to the word of G-d, for so says G-d: At this 

time tomorrow a measure of fine flour will cost one shekel and two 

measures of barley will cost one shekel on the Shomron exchange. 

And the king's captain, on whom he relied, answered the man of G-

d and said: Will G-d make windows in heaven? Will this thing take 

place? And he answered: You will see it with your eyes but you will 

not eat from there.” (From this week's Prophets portion, Kings II, 7:1-2) 

Everyone was starving to death in Shomron, the capital of Israel's 

kingdom. There was even cannibalism. The mighty army of Aram 

was deployed in siege mode in the valley, patiently waiting for the 

city to fall. Not only did they have an abundance of food, but also 

heaps of gold and silver. Why work hard and endanger themselves 

trying to climb up the treacherous slopes and menacing 

fortifications to Shomron? Soon, they were sure, the starving 

population would surrender their city for a few crumbs.                   

And the prophet, what does he have to say about this dire situation?  

The prophet Elisha writes an economic forecast that seems to be 

taken from Globes. Does anybody really care how much grain will 

cost on the local exchange? Couldn't he simply say that tomorrow 

morning there will be abundant food for all?                                   

G-d’s hand is everywhere – but it is most revealed through the 

economy. Adam Smith’s Invisible Hand is really the Hand of the 

Creator. An economy based on capitalism and production, on faith 

in man’s ability to be like his Creator and to be creative (“In G-d 

we trust”) will always flourish. An economy based on 

socialism/communism, on allocations and on lack of faith (it is no 

coincidence that communism is bound up with atheism) will always 

fail.                                                                                                     

The prophet Elisha (whose final resting place is just five minutes 

from my home, in the village called Nebi Elias) speaks the 

language of economy because economy is the interface of man with 

the will of the Creator. G-d wants us to be free so that we can 

choose Him (or not). He has angels who do His will in Heaven and 

He created a plethora of animals that have no freedom of choice 

here on earth. We were created to be free, to possess the right and 

obligation to make choices in order to make G-d King of His world. 

The most basic way to attain this liberty is first and foremost 

through economy. That is why non-liberty economy distances us 

from the destiny for which we were created. It prevents us from 

being able to choose. That is why (for example) a Jew who does not 

own land (a means of production) in not considered a free man and 

is not obligated to ascend to the Temple on the three Festivals of 

Pilgrimage: only the King’s subjects are invited to his palace – not 

slaves to other kings. That is why we must return the land from the 

State of Israel to the Nation of Israel (and lower the cost of housing 

in the process).                                                                                    

But let us return to the besieged city of Shomron (just 15 minutes 

from my house, adjacent to today’s Shavei Shomron). The prophet 

Elisha understood the axis around which all the processes revolve 

and that is how he described reality. As soon as the Invisible Hand 

decides, the economy turns upside down. The starving drown in 

abundance and their enemies melt away. As the West distances 

itself from the economy of productivity and faith, the abundance 

evaporates. Western civilization is crumbling just as quickly as the 

army of Aram.                                                                                    

Our Sages predicted that prior to the final redemption, all the gold 

of the world will flow to the Land of Israel. The light that emanates 

from Zion will be advanced by great wealth so that Israel’s wisdom 

will not be the scorned wisdom of the downtrodden.                         

The gold is already beginning to flow. We have to remove all the 

obstacles, allow the Invisible Hand to work and make Israel the 

wealthiest of all the Nations.  

Shabbat Shalom,                                                                                 

Moshe Feiglin  

                                                                                                                

This week, the Prime Minister and Defense Minister boasted that 

the wave of stabbing terror plaguing Israel has dissipated. They 

attributed the lull to the hard work of Israel’s defense forces. But 

that is not true. The Prime Minister, the Defense Minister and all 

the revealed and clandestine defense forces have no idea how to 

deal with a 13 year old Arab (often a citizen of Israel) who 

suddenly decides to take a pair of scissors and stab Jews.               

What really did bring about the current decline in stabbings is the 

“Btzelem” video that shows the soldier in Hebron shooting a 

terrorist who had just stabbed a different IDF soldier. The 

hysterical reaction of the Prime Minister and Defense Minister 
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It’s a Spiritual War: By Moshe Feiglin 



triggered widespread public support for the shooting soldier. The 

elimination of the terrorist broadcast time and again all over the 

world rectified a horrible moral distortion. It clarified that in the

  
State of Israel, which has risen from the ashes of the ovens, he who 

attempts to stab a Jew immediately loses his right to continue to 

breathe air on this planet. Bringing a person like that to trial is 

immoral. The six minutes that the terrorist continued to breathe are 

six immoral minutes.  The wave of stabbing terror, to which we 

were growing accustomed, returned us to eras in which the lives of 

Jews were worthless. The question mark over the right of the Jews 

to live was erased by the moral act of the soldier in Hebron. The 

Btzelem video broadcast it all over the world, the Prime Minister 

and Defense Minister provoked the indignation of 82% of Israelis 

and in the face of the authentic and natural statement of the public – 

the murderous illusions of the Arabs waned.                                   

We must always remember: The war that we are waging today is 

not physical; it is spiritual. This war will be won by he who 

remembers that justice is on his side.  

 

 

I remember when a good friend of mine lost his mother. He was 

just 6 weeks into the first year of aveylus (mourning period for 

when a parent passes away) when he encountered a familiar 

problem; he was invited to the wedding of a co-worker’s daughter. 

Although the co-worker was not observant, the guy was going out 

of his way to make a nice, kosher wedding. He kept telling my 

friend about the upcoming wedding and how proud he will be to 

show his family, his “religious friend”. How could he not attend 

this wedding and dance with his co-worker? The fellow had made 

such an effort to hire an Orthodox Rabbi and make the entire event 

strictly kosher (and not just order for him an “airline” meal). Being 

a Torah dedicated Jew, my friend called a Rav and asked a shayla 

(question); could he attend the wedding – and dance with the father 

of the bride – even though he had just lost his mother 6 weeks 

before?                                                                                                 

Before allowing the Rav to answer, my friend added a few words; 

“Rav, you should know that I am very machmir (strict) in life and I 

want to be very machmir in my aveylus as well so please take that 

into consideration when answering my shayla.” The Rav smiled 

and said, “Baruch Hashem that you are machmir because so am I.” 

And then, my friend added a few words that I am certain the Rav 

never heard before; “Dear Rav, what I meant is that I am machmir 

in Simcha (joy). My service to Hashem is always b’simcha and I 

want my aveylus to be in that way as well. I strive to keep Halacha 

perfectly but I never avoid the chumra of Simcha… it is in 

everything I do!! So please, answer my shayla knowing that I want 

to keep the laws of aveylus but making sure it is done mehadrin 

minha’mehadrin (extra perfect) with all the chumras possible of 

Simcha!!!” He later told me that the Rav had no idea what to say, 

and finally – after a few minutes of total silence – told him to call a 

Chassidic Rav with his question!! (Good idea, by the way…)          

This story comes to mind as the holiday of chumras rolls around. 

The holiday that is so beautiful and so holy, yet it is one that we 

have taken and almost totally destroyed. Instead of spending all that 

time cleaning our neshamas (souls), we clean our sock drawer. 

Instead of wiping our computers clean of all the horrible chametz 

that is there, we vacuum our car for 2 hours when 20 minutes is 

Halachically adequate. And instead of cleaning our hearts from the 

hatred we have for fellow Jews who don’t exactly look or act the 

way we do, we wash all the windows in our house.                         

Yes, we should be machmir… machmir in the happiness of the 

holiday and in the freedom Hashem has given us! We need to be 

extra careful about understanding the deeper, inner meaning of 

these 7 days (whoops, I mean 8 days for most of the people reading 

this…) and we must take every precaution imaginable to make sure 

our youth love the entire month of Nissan and not just for the few 

minutes when they swipe the Afikoman.  

So this Pesach, take it easy on making everyone crazy. Enjoy the 

cleaning… yes, we can!! (Thank you Obama for that line). Enjoy 

the shopping… and don’t kvetch about the prices. Enjoy the Erev 

Pesach preparations and thank Hashem for allowing you to spend 

Pesach at home and not in a hotel in Las Vegas. Enjoy some good 
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old fashioned matzo-ball soup and matza-brei like you used to eat 

(for 50 years) before “gebrokts” became mandatory.                      

Enjoy, laugh and cherish the moment of this amazing holiday. Use 

all of your chumras, stringencies and extra precautions to guard 

against depression, anger and frustration. Get the kids involved… 

and not just the little ones by buying jumping frogs for the seder. 

Involve your teenage sons and daughters in the entire holiday and 

spend time with them. This year is a long Chol Ha’Moed and don’t 

you dare go to work!! You can arrange your vacation – if you want 

to!! Spend the time away from work and invest that time in your 

children; young and old. Remember; this is the holiday of 

freedom… so be free! Don’t shackle yourself to a desk. Get up and 

get out with your family and do meaningful things both physically 

and spiritually. Then, when Pesach is over you will realize just 

what a blessing Hashem gave us with these amazing days. May you 

enjoy each and every one of them! 

 

 

 

                                                                                                     

Zehut party leader notes Israel does 'occupy' Judea-Samaria in 

the literal sense - and says it's time to establish full sovereignty. 

An Arab MK who compared Palestinian Arab terrorists to Jews 

fighting the British for Israel's independence is "correct," Former 

Likud MK and Zehut party leader Moshe Feiglin opined Tuesday. 

"We must thank (MK) Zouheir Bahloul," Feiglin stated, in a special 

interview with Arutz Sheva. "He held up a mirror to us and 

challenged us."                                                                                    

"We can no longer avoid it, because he essentially asked - and he's 

right - what's the difference between Etzel fighters who killed 

British officers [in British mandate 'Palestine', before Israel's 

independence - ed.], and terrorists who aim to injure soldiers?" he 

continued.                                                                                           

Feiglin noted that both the Left, which condemned Bahloul's 

remarks, and the Right, which currently run the government, do not 

have a clear answer for Bahloul.                                                        

"According to the Left's perspective, we are the occupiers, and 

anyone who tries to harm a soldier is a true freedom fighter," he 

said. "But the Right, too, has a problem: he who rules over [Judea-

Samaria] is a military commander, not the State of Israel."              

"Terrorists are born into the reality that he who is sovereign over 

the area is the military - which means it's 'occupied,' thus making 

him a true freedom fighter."   The only true answer to Bahloul, he 

insisted, is to establish full Israeli sovereignty over Judea and 

Samaria.                                                                                            

"The ideological Right says: this is our land - Hevron is ours, and 

not terrorists'," he said. "We have to enact sovereignty in every area 

[of the Land of Israel - ed.], and the only [party] which says this is 

the Zehut party - to establish sovereignty over every last blade of 

grass."  Only then, Feiglin maintained, can the Right "tell Bahloul 

that he is lying and that a terrorist is not a freedom fighter."  

Dangerous equivalencies  

Bahloul raised an uproar earlier this week, when he claimed that 

Israel is not Israeli Arabs' country, and claimed attackers who kill 

soldiers are not terrorists.                                                                  

"I want to remind you that, before 1948, the British Mandate was 

here," he said, during an event in Acre (Akko) discussing the 

terrorist controversially shot dead in Hevron.   "The Etzel (also 

known as the Irgun), the Lehi, the Hagana and all the Jewish 

organizations took to the streets against the Mandate in order to 

bring about your state. Are the Palestinians not allowed to do so?"  

Bahloul further added that he makes a distinction between soldiers 

and civilians.                                                                                        

"I have said that anyone who attacks innocents, who enters a house 

where children and women are sleeping, and cut short their lives 

can be described in any terms, including terrorist," he said. "But 

soldiers? They are the symbol of the occupation."                           

"What should Palestinians do after suffering under the occupation 

for 49 years, after losing their lives, after searching for their 

freedom and independence and not receiving anything? They see 

the soldiers are symbols of the occupation." 

 

 

A recent survey of the Hagal Hakhadash Institute / Israel Hayom 

based on interviews with Jewish high school students in the 11th 

and 12th grades, revealed that close to 60% of the respondents 

define their views as rightwing, 23% are at the center and only 13% 

identify with the left side of the political map in Israel.                   

The youths were asked questions about every facet of their lives, 

starting with their views on current events, general knowledge, and 

their leisure habits.                                                                             

The survey found Israel’s youth to be very patriotic: 85% said they 

love their country, and 89% see their future in Israel. 88% plan to 

enlist in the IDF, more than half believe there is no more moral 

army than the IDF in the world, and 65% endorse the adage, “It’s 

good to die for our country,” which is attributed to Yosef 

Trumpeldor, a Zionist pioneer, leader and warrior who said it—or a 

statement in that spirit, according to several testimonies, just before 

dying in defense of Tel Hai in Upper Galilee, on March 1, 1920.     

Israel’s youth feel that the best thing about Israel is the familial 

atmosphere and the people’s tendency to unite during times of 
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trouble. The central problem is Israel’s security situation.              

Israeli young people are involved in the world, have solid views, 

and 78% of them say they are interested in the news. Regarding the 

most recent security-related saga of the Hebron soldier who shot an 

Arab terrorist on the ground, 60% of the respondents felt he 

shouldn’t be court martialed, as opposed to 30% who believe he 

should be.          Regarding the scandalous behavior of Arab MKs 

who showed up to honor the families of killed terrorists with 

Jewish blood on their hands, close to half the Jewish youths — a 

whopping 48% — believe Israeli Arabs should not benefit from 

representation in the Knesset, and 52% still believe Israeli Arabs 

should have the right to vote and be elected.   As to the chance for a 

peaceful solution of the Israeli-Arab conflict, as many as 82% of 

respondents said there was no chance at all, or only a very faint 

chance for such a thing to happen.  The survey holds an unexpected 

surprise for anyone who comes in regular contact with youth 

anywhere in the world — 75% of respondents said they appreciate 

their teachers, even admire them.

  

 

 

Jewish tours of the Temple Mount have spiked in the last week, 

which is the first week of the Pesach vacation in schools 

countrywide. About 50 children visited the Mount Thursday, and 

almost 300 Jews ascended the Mount after ritual purification, 

including five grooms, a bride and a bar mitzvah boy, according to 

Temple group Yira'eh. The number is almost double the average 

number in the weeks that preceded.                                                                                 

The increase in the number of Jewish pilgrims coincided with the 

beginning of the month of Nisan. Earlier this week, dozens of Jews 

from Tzfat came to the Mount, headed by the president of the city's 

hesder yeshiva, Rabbi Benayahu Bruner. The Tzfatites began their 

ritual immersion and purification at 4:00 AM, in order to make it in 

time for the hours reserved for Jews on the Mount.                                         

Later in the week, sixth graders from the Talmud Torah school in 

Hevron visited the Mount. Women for the Temple Mount, the 

group that organized the children's tour, said it was an unexpected 

success, with dozens of children and their parents taking part 

despite the intense Pesach holiday preparations.                                                                            

The children received special guidance and enjoyed activities 

geared toward them. Unlike previous visits by children, which were 

marred by Muslim violence, this time the experience was a positive 

one.                                                                                                  

Elishama Sandman, director of Yira'eh, estimated that the increase 

in Jewish visits stems from the improvement in the police's attitude 

toward the Jews on the Mount – despite the numerous restrictions 

that are still placed on them. The Temple Mount organizations' HQ 

reported that the Israel Police has decided, as a matter of principle, 

to allow all Jews who come to the Mount in order to tour it, to do 

so. Threats by extremist Islamists have not deterred the police, they 

noted with satisfaction.                                                                       

Activists expect the total number of Jewish pilgrimages during 

Pesach to be double that of last year. 
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Moments before King David gets Arrested…               


