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Chapter One 

A Jew’s Desire for a Large Family 

of Children 
Hashem created the world in six days, and on the last day He 

created Adam and Chavah, the purpose of creation. The first 

mitzvah they received when they were created was, "Be fruitful and 

multiply"—to bring children into the world (Bereishis 1:22). The 

desire to reproduce and bear children is actually an inherent part 

of man's nature. Hashem desires that there be people in the world 

who have bechirah and will choose to serve Him, and this desire is 

reflected in man. Man naturally wants to live, and he senses that 

his life has eternal value and wants it to continue. He knows that 

he won't live forever and wants to bring children to the world who 

will perpetuate him after he passes away. 

When Adam and Chavah bore their first child, they called him 

Kayin, as Chavah said, "I acquired a man with Hashem" (Bereishis 

4:1). "Chavah said: When Hashem created us, He created us alone, 

but in the creation of this one we were partners with Him" (Rashi). 

With Kayin's birth, Adam and Chavah became partners with 

Hashem. Hashem desires the continuity and propagation of human 

life, as the entire purpose of creation depends on man, who reveals 

His glory in the world. When parents bring children to the world, 

they bring Hashem's will to fruition and thus become partners with 

Him. 

Every Jew has an inherent desire to bring many children to the 

world. This desire is especially obvious among children, whose 

mindset is still as natural as Hashem created it, before too many 

foreign thoughts and considerations have filtered in. We often hear 

children competing over the number of children in their families. 

One says, "We have eight children," and his friend will counter, 

"But we have ten/twelve children!" Every child is happy and proud 

to have many children in his family. In truth, adults have these 

feelings too, but they are also influenced by other thoughts and 

surrounding opinions. An adult also has fears and considerations. 

He worries: "How will I raise my children to be good Jews in such 

challenging times?" "How will I have the strength and financial 

ability to raise and marry off a houseful of children?" 

The source of these external thoughts, too, dates all the way back 

to the creation of the world. Chazal tell us about the war that raged 

in heaven as the world was being created. When Hakadosh Baruch 

Hu was about to create Adam, the angels formed groups upon 

groups, camps upon camps, some saying man should be created 

and some arguing that he should not be created. Chessed said, 

"Man shall be created, for he bestows kindness," and Emes said, 

"He shall not be created, for he is full of lies." Tzedek said, "Man 

shall be created, for he does justice," while Shalom said, "He shall 

not be created, for he is full of divisiveness." What did Hakadosh 

Baruch Hu do? He took Truth and cast it to the earth, as it says "And 

You cast truth to the earth" (Daniel 8), and He created Adam 

(Bereishis Rabbah 8:5). Hashem created man in spite of those 

arguments, because He desires that there be people in this world 

full of trials precisely so that they withstand these tests and serve 

Him (see My Sole Desire, chapter "Bringing Torah to Earth" on 

Shavuos, p. 194). 

Angels are the spiritual manifestation of the world and an eternal 

reality. The angels' arguments over man's creation are an eternal 

struggle that's part of our world and continues to be voiced until 

today. In the world at large, there is loud disapproval of large 

families, and this attitude worms its way into our thoughts, too, 

causing us to be deterred and disheartened. But our inner desire 

and the joy of raising our families overpower the voices around us. 

Our desire comes from Hashem's desire, from His voice echoing 
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within us and His will, "Let us make man," that defeated the angels' 

arguments. 

We adults have that same joy and pride felt by children of large 

families. Deep down, we also share that competition and feel that 

each additional child represents greater achievement. But 

sometimes we try to push away that desire, considering it a childish 

feeling that is out of touch with reality and a proper appreciation 

of the responsibility of raising children. In truth, however, the 

desire to bring as many children as possible to the world is a true 

desire that Hashem implanted in every Jew. The sense of 

competition is also a Jew's natural feeling. We find this in the Torah 

with the Imahos: Rachel and Leah were both Yaakov's wives, and 

Leah had children while Rachel was barren. Rachel gave her 

maidservant Bilhah to Yaakov so that she might have children in 

her stead. When Bilhah had a child, Rachel said, "[With] G-dly 

struggles I have struggled (niftalti) with my sister; I have also 

prevailed," and therefore she called him Naftali (Vayeitzei 30:8). 

Rashi explains, "I have stubbornly persisted and pleaded many 

pleas to Hashem to be equal to my sister." Rachel was in a kind of 

competition with her sister and prayed to Hashem to be equal to 

Leah and have children as Leah did. 

The passuk says, "And Rachel envied her sister" (Vayeitzei 30:1). 

This obviously does not refer to ordinary, materialistic envy. 

Rather, "She envied her good deeds and said, 'If she was not more 

righteous than me, she would not have merited sons'" (Rashi). 

Rachel envied Leah's righteousness, believing that Leah must be 

more righteous than her and that therefore she merited children. 

This is the feeling of every Jewish couple. Children are a privilege 

and Hashem trusts us and chose us to raise His precious children. 

We are honored that He considers us worthy enough to entrust us 

with His treasured souls! 

Leah called her fourth son Yehudah, saying "This time I will thank 

Hashem" (Vayeitzei 29:35) because "I took more than my share" 

(Rashi). Leah thanked Hashem for the larger share that she got in 

building the Jewish nation. Every Jewish father and mother who are 

blessed with many children are similarly grateful, full of happiness 

with their large share in establishing the next generation of the 

Jewish nation—the very purpose of creation.  

The Joy and Blessing of a Large 

Family 
When Yaakov Avinu was on his way to Charan, where he would find 

his marriage partner and establish his home, Hashem blessed him, 

"Your offspring shall be like the dust of the earth and you shall 

spread (u'faratzta) to the west and east and north and south," 

(Vayeitzei 28:14). "You shall spread" is explained by Rashi to mean 

"You shall be strengthened—Hashem gave him unbridled blessing, 

without boundaries, reaching the four corners of the earth" 

(Vayechi 49:26, Rashi). Hashem blessed Yaakov that his offspring 

would multiply using the word u'faratzta, which intimates powerful 

blessing that defies all boundaries. In a Jewish home, there is 

overflowing blessing that bursts powerfully through all limits and 

barriers. Yaakov merited an "estate without boundaries" (Shabbos 

118); he multiplied and spread past all boundaries. He had eleven 

sons in only seven years, in addition to daughters. This is 

unparalleled blessing, above and beyond normal standards. In such 

a home there is constant disorder and never a moment of peace. 

Yaakov worked hard, tending sheep day and night in order to 

provide for his blessed family. But this is what established the 

twelve tribes and the Jewish nation. Here was the source of all 

kevod Shamayim and Hashem's nachas in this world. 

Yaakov Avinu passed on his blessing to his sons. He blessed his 

grandchildren, "The angel that saves me from all evil shall bless the 

lads…and they shall multiply (veyidgu) in abundance in the land" 

(Vayechi 48:16). Rashi explains that the passuk says veyidgu 

because they were blessed to be "like these fish that multiply and 

proliferate and the evil eye holds no power over them." When it 

comes to the growth of Jewish children, there is no place for 

material considerations and restrictions. A blessed Jewish family is 

one that increases and expands without limit, above and beyond 

all regular limitations. Yes, in a house full of children there is always 

noise, mess, disorder, and never a moment of peace. But this is our 

privilege and joy, because we know that the next generation of Klal 

Yisrael is being built within this noise and racket, another 

generation that is to give Hashem endless nachas. 

When a kallah is about to stand under her chuppah, we bless her, 

"Achoseinu, at heyi l'alfei revavah" (revava is ten thousand, alfei 

revavah—tens of millions). We express the wish that she become 

the matriarch of tens of millions of offspring. A Jewish home is 

Hashem's "business" and it enjoys blessing of untold proportion. A 

blessed Jewish home is one that expands without measure and is 

"an estate without boundaries." 

When one extends or builds additional rooms in a house, there is 

perpetual chaos. Dust is everywhere, the noise is deafening, and 

there is a general state of inconvenience. But there is also 

excitement in the air, the thrill of newness and creativity. Soon 

there will be a whole new room that wasn't there before! Every 

Jewish home is a construction site. Here we build Yiddishe 
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neshamos and create new worlds. Every Jewish child is a world 

unto itself, something new. Every Jew has his particular flavor, his 

individual connection with Hashem. Every Jew has a unique 

contribution in revealing Hashem's honor that no one else has, and 

no one can accomplish it instead of him. In a home with children, 

we are building new worlds of kevod Shamayim, and each one will 

go on to establish his own home and create more and more new 

worlds. There is no place in the world that produces on such a mass 

scale as the Jewish home. A house of children is constantly 

humming with activity, and there is always something to do, 

something else to fix, buy, or take care of. The house is always 

hopping and there is nonstop production; we are over-busy 

running our "factory" of kevod Shamayim. The noise and chaos are 

the positive hum of our holy factory that produces all nachas ruach 

for Hashem. 

When we are inundated with noise and commotion all around us, 

let us verbally remind ourselves: "Ribono shel Olam, look at 

what's happening here. Here we are building Am Yisrael. Here we 

are establishing Your kingdom!" Our house of children is not our 

private affair; we are running Hashem's business, raising the 

children of His beloved nation. 

 

Chapter Two 

A Mother’s Role 
A mother's job is mind-boggling. She has so many diverse 

responsibilities that it is hard to grasp how one person can do it all. 

It is her job to tend to the baby—feeding, dressing, and diapering 

him/her. She wakes up the children in the morning and sees to it 

that they get dressed and leave for school on time—in a good 

mood. She is also the one who keeps the house clean, washes the 

laundry, prepares nutritious meals daily to keep her children well 

fed so they will grow up strong to serve Hashem, and makes sure 

the house is well-stocked. 

Children demand constant care. A mother of children has to listen 

to the older ones and help the younger ones with homework; 

sometimes she has to attend a parent-teacher meeting, a school 

event, or a preschool play or party. One child wants his mother to 

admire his drawing while another needs her to settle a fight; one 

child desperately needs a new pair of shoes while another needs 

dental work. A mother also has responsibilities as a wife to her 

husband—to greet him happily when he comes home and care for 

all his needs, as an ishah kesheirah who does her husband's will. 

Some women also work to help support the family, beyond all of 

their responsibilities as mothers and wives. And all this doesn't stop 

when the mother is anticipating a simchah and is feeling weaker 

than usual.  

Every mother tries to do her best, but she is only a limited human 

being. She can't always do everything. Many mothers feel that they 

are not doing their job well enough. This is especially common 

when the children grow up and then the parents are blamed for 

not having given their children enough attention and warmth when 

they were younger. A mother may then feel that while she did a 

wonderful thing by having children, if she is not doing her job to the 

utmost, maybe she has totally failed as a mother. 

In addition, while trying to fulfill all her numerous responsibilities, 

a mother cannot obviously always remain smiling, calm, and 

patient. Sometimes she is pressured, impatient, or even angry, 

especially when she is anticipating a simchah and physically 

weaker. Then her guilty conscience kicks in even more and she feels 

that she doesn't have enough patience for her children and that 

she's not a good mother as Hashem wants her to be. Educators 

today talk about the importance of heaping warmth and love upon 

children in their early years, warning that unless these are amply 

provided, the children will remain severely deprived for the rest of 

the lives. So the mother, who is only human and can't do it all, feels 

guilty that she didn't give her children everything they needed. 

But in truth, Hashem purposely created a mother this way. If 

Hashem wanted, He could have created her with superhuman 

abilities, capable of flawlessly fulfilling endless responsiblities, or 

He could have made children easier and less demanding. But 

Hashem specifically created this situation—a house full of 

energetic, demanding children, all needing attention at once, with 

one mother who tries to do her best but will never be able to do 

everything to the fullest—and this is the kind of mother Hashem 

wants us to be. 

Being a Jewish mother is a full-time, all-inclusive job. A mother is 

on duty twenty-four hours a day, seven days a week, three hundred 

sixty-five days a year. A mother remains a mother even when she 

is out of the house and even when she goes away for a few days 

and leaves her children with others. She is the one who prepares 

and arranges everything before she leaves, and the responsibility 

remains hers—if there is a problem, she will be called and asked 

what to do. She is also the one who will "compensate" the children, 

giving them extra attention when she comes home. Even when she 

is asleep at night, a mother remains a mother. She is always 
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prepared and on call to get up for a child who has a bad dream or 

needs her in middle of the night. 

A mother is on duty twenty-four hours a day, and it is impossible to 

do any more than that! We mothers do our job with the abilities 

that Hashem gave us—and this is sheleimus. 

A mother is obviously also a person with needs of her own. She 

needs time for rest and some downtime from her daily pressured 

job. Sometimes she spends some time on a hobby or personal 

interest, whether it is preparing gourmet foods, decorating the 

house, or designing a family scrapbook. Some women feel the need 

to do some chessed outside the home, attend a Torah class, or just 

spend time out with friends. During these times, the children may 

be getting less attention from their mother, but this is the way 

Hashem intended it to be. Hashem created mothers with needs and 

interests. We give our families the most we can, with the abilities 

that Hashem has given us—and this is our sheleimus. Hashem has 

nachas from us just the way it is.  

A Mother's Essence Is a Lack 

of Sheleimus  
The Torah tells us that Rachel Imeinu prayed and longed for 

children for many years. When she had a son after years of waiting, 

she called him Yosef because "Hashem has gathered (asaf) my 

shame" (Bereishis 30:23). Rashi quotes Chazal, "As long as a woman 

doesn't have a child, she doesn't have on whom to blame her faults. 

As soon as she has a child, she blames him. 'Who broke this dish?' 

'Your child.' 'Who ate these figs?' 'Your child.'" When Rachel had a 

son, she thanked Hashem that now she had on whom to blame her 

failures. When something would break or fail, it would be 

attributed to her children. 

This is puzzling. This is what Rachel thanked Hashem for when she 

had a son? That she'd have whom to blame? But in fact, Rachel was 

defining what it means to be a mother. The essence of a mother is 

"Hashem has gathered my shame." A mother is someone who 

doesn't need to be embarrassed if something breaks or isn't 

perfect. Everyone else is responsible to fulfill his job properly, and 

if not, he is held accountable. When Rachel became a mother, she 

said, "Now my essence has changed. Hashem has gathered my 

shame." I will not have to be embarrassed if I don't do things 

perfectly and I fail sometimes, because this is the essence of a 

mother—she is not perfect. There are always things that break and 

don't go as planned. A mother cannot accomplish things as she 

hopes—either practically and spiritually—because it's not up to 

her. She runs a house of children, active little people who 

sometimes coooperate with her plans and sometimes do not. Once 

it's a child who's home sick, then it's a child who keeps his mother 

up all night. This is a mother. "Who broke this dish? Your son." 

There are always things that go wrong and plans that are disrupted. 

A meal won't be ready in time, she'll miss a bus, she'll lose patience 

and forget to smile at a child, or she'll speak too harshly. 

But here is precisely where a mother's greatness lies. She plays a 

role that she will never be able to fulfill perfectly. A person who 

does well at his job feels accomplished. Every person likes to 

undertake a task that he can accomplish fully and perfectly. A 

mother's job requires mesirus nefesh, because she is filling a role at 

which she will never be able to succeed the way she'd like. 

Rachel Imeinu sacrificed the most precious thing to her sister Leah. 

Rachel excelled at the middah of vatranus, and so does every 

mother. All too often, there are five or six different things that we 

must do, all at the same time, and we don't know where to start. 

Whatever we do will mean forgoing something else, and it's 

impossible to get to everything. We can't soothe the baby and 

listen to another child and at the same time wipe up a spill and keep 

some semblance of order, or put away the laundry and call the 

teacher who sent home a note and also answer the knock at the 

door, and much more. We just try, doing a little of this and a little 

of that, a little bit of listening and a little bit of straightening up. 

There are always more things that need to be done, and sometimes 

we get stressed and irritated as we try to unsuccessfully navigate 

between so many demands.  

This is the greatness of a Jewish mother. She willingly keeps trying 

and working hard even though she will never see her work reach a 

stage of completion. We just do our part, faithfully fulfilling our role 

and trying to navigate between all the fronts—sometimes with 

more patience and sometimes with less—to the best of our ability 

at the moment, with happiness and loyalty to Hashem who has 

entrusted us with the next generation. 

We mothers also give of ourselves to an extraordinary extent. We 

almost never have a moment of quiet for ourselves. A mother's 

sacrifice is especially great when she is anticipating a simchah. 

Women undergo uncomfortable changes and experience all kinds 

of sensations; sometimes their figures and faces change 

unrecognizably, in some cases even permanently. And we give of 

ourselves spiritually, too. We don't have time to daven peacefully 

as we'd like or to do chessed outside the home. We forgo many of 

our desires and interests for the sake of our children. 
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We forgo our chinuch expectations as well. We can't always give 

our children the chinuch that we want, whether it's because our 

husbands want otherwise or our children are wired differently, or 

for other reasons. But just as Hashem promised Rachel that 

because of her self-sacrifice, He would redeem her children of 

galus, we can be sure that our concessions will only bring our 

children to greater sheleimus. 

When we are disappointed that we didn't do everything we 

wanted to, or we didn't do it as happily as we'd have liked, or we 

feel we didn't give our children as much as we'd hoped to, let us 

remind ourselves of the truth and tell Hashem, "Ribono shel 

Olam, I am doing my job with the strength that You have given 

me, and You have nachas from me. You will surely complete my 

work and help my children grow up the way You want so that they 

will give You nachas." 

The Benefits for Chinuch 
Hashem created the world so that a mother is not perfect, and this 

is part of a child's normal and healthy chinuch. A child sees that his 

mother is trying her best but that she doesn't get to everything. 

Sometimes dinner is not ready on time, or she forgot to buy 

something that she promised a child, or she needlessly lost her 

temper. 

This is how Hashem created a mother and this is what's best for a 

child. A child receives a gift for life: the understanding that people 

aren't perfect. A child learns from a young age that we have to try 

and do our best, but not always will we reach perfection, and that 

we should be happy with our good intentions and with whatever 

we have had the merit of accomplishing for kevod Shamayim. 

The child will grow up, and in life he will encounter situations 

where not everything will go as planned and he won't be able to 

accomplish what he wanted. He will have gained so much from 

growing up in a large family with a busy household where his 

mother couldn't give him everything he needed or wanted. This 

experience will feed him much-needed strength and enable him to 

refrain from giving up and just go on serving Hashem happily in 

whatever situation he finds himself and with whatever capabilities 

He has given him. 

Even When It’s Hard 
Every mother's deepest desire is to have a part in building the 

future of Am Yisrael, and it is our joy and privilege to raise Klal 

Yisrael's future generation. Every child is an entire world; each one 

will accomplish things we ourselves have not, face his own 

challenges, and fulfill his unique mission in reavealing kevod 

Shamayim. Raising our children is our sacred mission. 

Even so, sometimes it's hard! We often feel that we don't have a 

minute of peace, and with the children underfoot we can't get one 

thing done from start to finish without being interrupted at least 

three times, whether it is to diaper the baby/pour a drink/take 

down a toy/settle a fight—or all of those at once. There are the 

daily "rush hours"—morning and bedtime—when we're in a 

dizzying race to get dozens of things done at once, and during the 

times before a simchah, when a mother is weaker, she feels she 

just can't manage. Then there are families where there are already 

married children and grandchildren and also still little ones at 

home, and the mother/mother-in-law/grandmother feels torn 

between all her roles. 

A mother often feels guilty if she sighs or complains that she is 

overwhelmed. It seems to her that expressing her difficulty with 

her busy household shows that she doesn't really want a family 

with children. If she feels that it's hard, maybe she is not doing her 

job right, she thinks. 

But this is not true. There's no question that our children are 

extremely precious to us, even with all the challenge involved, and 

that raising children is a sacred task that we truly do want. It is not 

a contradiction to the fact that in day-to-day life, it's not always 

easy. Sometimes we are afraid to say it's hard because we lack faith 

in the power of a Jew's soul. In essence, we are deeply connected 

to Hashem and earnestly want to do Hashem's will, even when it is 

difficult. Our deepest desire is do Hashem's will and raise a family 

of children, and this overrides any challenge it involves.   

We mothers have to remember and remind ourselves constantly of 

the precious value of our role and the zechus of bringing children 

to the world and raising them. But in stressful moments, in the 

midst of our frenzied attempts to get everything done all at once, 

it takes herculean efforts to bite our lips and soldier on with a 

smile—while we can gain so much if we express our feelings. We 

can open our hearts and tell Hashem how hard it is for us. We can 

talk to Him about how we're feeling—that we're torn between all 

our responsiblities, that every child needs us for something else at 

the same time, and the workload just keeps growing—the teacher 

on the phone wants to talk about the issue with our daughter, a 

friend has asked to leave a child over for a few days, and the 

children are clamoring to go to the park…and we're feeling dizzy 

from all the commotion. 
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If we grow accustomed to expressing ourselves regularly to 

Hashem, our true, innermost desire will well up from inside. 

"Ribono shel Olam, it's hard for me. But even so, I'm happy to do 

Your will. I want to give myself over completely to You, because all 

I really want is to do Your will!" After saying this, we will feel 

different. This brings us so much closer to Hashem and strengthens 

our connection with our children. (We will further eleborate on the 

power of challenge to bring us closer to Hashem in a different 

chapter.) 

We also benefit greatly by talking to a close friend about our 

challenges. Women can give one another chizuk, reminding each 

other of the great zechus inherent in raising our children for His 

honor and how grateful we are to Him for this precious gift. 

We look around and see our friends and neighbors, all mothers of 

large families, who seem to have it all together. We sometimes 

start to think that being a mother isn't anything special—after all, 

"everyone does it" and "everyone's managing," and then we 

wonder, "Maybe I'm the only loser that can't keep it together? 

Everyone's doing it, after all!" But that's not true. Yes, thousands 

of Jewish mothers are raising their families with mesirus nefesh 

and they are all deserving of great admiration. The fact that 

everyone is doing it does not diminish the value of this sacred 

role. Being a mother is living mesirus nefesh. Let us appreciate our 

value and how precious we are to the Ribono shel Olam. This will 

connect us to our role as mothers and give us much-needed fuel 

to continue our sacred task of raising the future generation. 

A Mother’s Longing 
Every Jewish mother davens and hopes to raise children who will 

be tzaddikim, yirei Shamayim, and full of middos tovos. A mother 

toils endlessly for her children's chinuch and constantly davens that 

they grow as Torah Jews. Rachel Imeinu is the model of a Jewish 

mother. The Navi tells us, "Thus said Hashem: A voice is heard on 

high…Rachel is crying for her children, refusing to be comforted" 

(Yirmiyahu 31:14). Rachel cries and davens for her children, 

refusing to accept her children's state. Every Jewish mother, too, 

cries and davens endlessly for her children, refusing to be satisfied 

with her children's current state; she always wants more. The 

essence of a mother is that she always wants to see her children 

growing more and more. 

Parents invest so much in their children's chinuch and yearn to see 

them realizing their expectations, but there will always be areas in 

which a child will not measure up to his parents' hopes. Every child 

has his own journey in revealing kevod Shamayim and his individual 

area of challenge, be it in middos, Torah learning, subjugation to 

tzaddikim or tznius. Parents are deeply disappointed when their 

expectations aren't fully realized. Even when children marry and 

establish their own homes and parents are reveling in the nachas, 

there will still be some pain and disappointment over those areas 

in which they had hoped for more. Parents feel that they have tried 

so hard and had such great hopes, and now all of it may have been 

for nothing. 

But then Hakadosh Baruch Hu tells Rachel, "Withhold your voice 

from crying and your eyes from tears, for there is reward for your 

deeds." Do not cry, because you have not toiled in vain; no bit of 

effort was lost, Hashem says. I will finish your work for you and 

continue to bring your children to perfection, and "Your sons will 

return to their bounderies." Hashem likewise turns to every Jewish 

mother and comforts her saying: Don't cry. You do yours and there 

will be "reward for your deeds." Hashem sees our pure longing and 

untiring efforts, and He will continue our work and realize our 

hopes. He will lead our children to the best possible place for them 

and to their ultimate mission of revealing kevod Shamayim. 

It takes mesirus nefesh to keep investing so much sweat and tears 

without knowing where it will lead. We continue doing our part and 

leave the rest up to Hashem. This is the greateness of a Jewish 

mother: she invests her heart and soul and gives it all to Hashem, 

leaving Him to finish as He desires. But no bit of our effort is ever 

lost. Hashem knows better than us what is best for each child and 

what is his sheleimus that he must reach in life, and He will finish 

our work in the best way possible. 

We put in so much effort for our children, and while sometimes 

the results are immediate, at times they are only realized years or 

even generations later. Either way, however, no good will or 

effort is ever lost. We try to do what Hashem wants of us, raising 

the precious Yiddishe kinder with which He has entrusted us with 

the strenghts that He has given us, and then daven and trust that 

Hashem will do the rest for us however He sees fit. Our children 

are Hashem's children, Am Yisrael's children. We faithfully do our 

job, and in reward, Hashem will bring our children to their 

sheleimus and unique mission in revealing kevod Shamayim.  

Chapter Three 

A Jewish Home Is Above the Laws 

of Nature 
We see many Jewish homes with seven, eight, and ten children, or 

even more, bli ayin hara. It is not naturally feasible for a father and 
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mother to raise and support such a large family. A Jewish home 

functions above the laws of nature, because Hashem is the One 

raising our children.  

The Torah tells us in Parshas Lech Lecha about Hashem's promise 

to Avraham Avinu that his children will be as numerous as the stars. 

"And He took him outside and said: Please look to the heavens and 

count the stars if you are able to count them. And He told him: So 

will be your offspring" (Lech Lecha 15:5). Rashi quotes the Midrash 

on the words "He took him outside": "He told him: Go out of your 

astrology, as you have seen in the stars that you will not have a 

son…I will call you a different name and your fate will change." 

Hashem removed Avraham from his natural fate so that he could 

have children. This could serve as a hint that Hashem elevated 

Avraham above nature, because raising such a large family is totally 

impossible by natural considerations. 

Rashi cites another explanation for the words "And He took him 

outside": "He took him out of the sphere of the world and raised 

him above the stars." Before Hashem brought the Jewish People 

into the world, He raised Avraham and removed him completely 

from the limitations of this world. Am Yisrael proliferates and grows 

supernaturally. Parents raise large families under the most 

challenging circumstances, both materially, as many parents don't 

have the budget to raise so many children and marry them off, and 

spiritually, in a world full of challenge and temptation, where it is 

so hard to guard our children and lead them along the right path. 

But Hashem specifically wants Am Yisrael to be built this way, to 

grow without the involvement of natural considerations. We are to 

do our part and fulfill what Hashem asks of us and Hashem builds 

His nation in His supernatural ways, often very differently from the 

way we' expected. 

The Torah tells us of the Jews' supernatural growth in Mitzrayim. 

"And Bnei Yisrael were fruitful and multiplied and proliferated and 

became strong very very much" (Shemos 1:7). Jewish women gave 

birth to one set of sextuplets after another and the Jewish nation 

grew at an unbelievable rate—from the seventy people that came 

to Mitzrayim, they became a nation of six hundred thousand men 

that left Mitzrayim just a few generations later. This was the 

fulfillment of Hashem's blessing to Yaakov Avinu, "You will spread 

(u'faratzta) to the west and east"—that he will proliferate in a 

powerful way, bursting through all limits. We find similar wording 

in the description of the Jewish People in Mitzrayim: "And as they 

would torment him, so he would increase and so proliferate 

(yifrotz)" (Shemos 1:12). Am Yisrael grew against all odds and 

despite natural limitations. The Jewish nation is not a natural 

entity; we are Hashem's nation and He raises our children, cares for 

them and guards them above and beyond the laws of nature. 

Chazal tell us about the wondrous birth of Jewish children in 

Mitzrayim. Chazal say, "In reward for the righteous women in that 

generation the Jews were redeemed from Mitzrayim" (Sotah 11b). 

What did these righteous women do? They would carry hot water 

for washing and fresh cooked food to their husbands who were 

working in the fields to revive them in their heavy labor, and this is 

how they brought more children into the world despite the decrees 

against the Jews in Mitzrayim. Fearing the Egyptians would kill their 

baby sons, the women went to the fields and gave birth under an 

apple tree, as the passuk says, "Under the apple tree I aroused you." 

They left their newborn babies there and Hakadosh Baruch Hu sent 

an angel from heaven to wash the babies and take care of them. 

He provided two round stones—one of oil and one of honey—from 

which they nursed, and that's how they grew in the field. When the 

Egyptians saw them, they wanted to kill them, but a miracle 

occurred and the earth would swallow them up. The Egyptians 

brought oxen to plow the earth, but as soon as they left, the 

children miraculously sprouted and sprang up like herbs of the 

field, as the passuk says, "Ten thousand like the plants of the earth 

I made you." When the children were grown, they returned to their 

homes en masse.  

The women in Mitzrayim didn't know what would become of their 

children. They could not possibly raise them; the children had no 

natural chance for survival. But that wasn't their concern. They 

fulfilled their holy duty and Hashem performed incredible miracles, 

thus leaving a remnant of Jewish offspring that would later be 

redeemed from Mitzrayim. In the zechus of these righteous women 

who did their part with emunah, without rational calculations, 

Hashem redeemed the Jewish People, the generation that the 

women had brought into the world through their faith. These 

children that seemed to have no chance of even surviving were the 

ones to reach the highest spiritual levels. Chazal tell us that when 

Hakadosh Baruch Hu revealed Himself at Yam Suf, they recognized 

Him first and called out, "This is our G-d and we shall glorify Him." 

The Torah tells us that the kiyor in the Mishkan was made of 

the "maros tzovos"—the mirrors that the women donated 

(Vayakhel 38:8). Moshe Rabbeinu rejected this feminine item, 

considering it inappropriate for the Mishkan. Hashem told him, 

"Accept them, because they are beloved to Me more than 

anything, for through them the women set up many legions in 

Egypt." When their husbands were weary from their hard labor, 

their wives would bring them food and drink and beautify 
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themselves using the mirrors, and thus brought children into the 

world (Rashi). Hashem greatly cherished the efforts of these 

righteous women and they are called them "tzovos" as they 

brought many armies—tzeva'os—into the world. They established 

the "tziv'os Hashem"—Hashem's armies, the six hundred 

thousands Jews whom Hashem redeemed and took as a nation. 

Hashem therefore said, "They are beloved to Me more than 

anything." The most precious thing to Hashem is bringing more 

Jewish children into the world, because the continuation of Am 

Yisrael and the purpose of creation depend on it. 

Only with Faith 
When a couple has four, five, or six children, bli ayin hara, they 

sometimes stop and look back, remembering what life was like a 

few years earlier, when they had only two or three children. In 

those days, they were constantly involved with what was going on 

in each child's life. Every few weeks, they'd speak to their children's 

teacher and check up on their behavior in school and the children's 

friends. Before a child left the house to play with neigbhors, he'd 

ask permission; the parents always knew where each child was and 

instructed him exactly when to come home. Every child received 

the attention he needed; the children were perfectly disciplined; 

they went to sleep on time and left on time for school every day. 

But now, the parents have a larger family, baruch Hashem, and 

they feel that they've lost control. The children come and go, do 

homework and play with friends, and it's impossible to keep track 

of what every child is up to, who asked permission before leaving 

and who did not, or whether or not they did asthey were told. The 

older children make noise and don't let their younger siblings sleep; 

sometimes the children are late to school and once in a while they 

even stay home for no valid reason. Sometimes the parents wonder 

if raising such a large family is not what Hashem wants, since they 

are not fully on top of their children and cannot enforce perefect 

discipline. When parents are up to making bar mitzvos and 

weddings, it is even harder to stay on top of the younger children. 

They feel almost as if their children are growing up on their own, 

and they sometimes question if in this case Hashem really wants 

them to raise such a big family. 

This, in effect, was what Pharaoh and the Mitzrim said. The Jewish 

People multiplied at an astounding rate, they "were fruitful and 

multiplied and proliferated and became strong..."—the women 

kept on giving birth to six children at a time. Pharaoh said, "Let's 

outsmart him so that he shall not increase" (Shemos 1:10)—we 

have to think of a clever plan to stop their increased growth. It 

angered him to see so many Jewish children growing in the cultured 

Egyptian land. He argued that parents couldn't raise so many 

children in a cultured and disciplined manner. "And the land was 

filled with them"—the land of Mitzrayim filled with Jewish toddlers. 

"Vayishretzu—and they proliferated" is of the same root as 

sheretz—creeping creature. The streets were humming with 

children in every corner like swarms of creeping insects. The 

Egyptians gave the Jews even harder labor to impede their growth, 

but "As they would torment him, so he would increase and so 

proliferate." Hashem performed a miracle and despite the 

backbreaking labor, they continued having children at a dizzying 

rate. The parents, burdened with avodas parech, could supervise 

their children even less. "And they were disgusted by the Jewish 

People"—the Egyptians were sick and tired of the countless Jewish 

children that sprung up everywhere and filled their streets with 

disorderly commotion.   

Pharaoh commanded the midwives Yocheved and Miriam to kill 

every Jewish baby boy that was born. The Torah praises the 

righteous midwives for their yiras Shamayim: "And the midwives 

feared Hashem and they didn't do as the king of Egypt instructed 

them, and they allowed the children to live." They didn't merely not 

kill the children; they risked their lives to feed and care for the 

babies. "And the nation multiplied and they were very strong"—the 

Jewish nation continued to grow more and more. 

The Egyptians said "pen yirbeh"—so he shall not grow, and the 

Divine spirit said in response, "ken yirbeh"—he shall grow! (Shemos 

1:12, Rashi) It is Hashem's will that Am Yisrael grow and increase 

continuously. The Jewish nation is the source of kevod Shamayim 

in the world. Every Yid has a unique role in revealing kevod 

Shamayim and Hashem has nachas from each one individually. We 

do our part and give our children whatever we can. Hashem doesn't 

expect parents of large families to do more than reasonably 

possible. Children are most influenced by their parents' emunah 

and yiras Shamayim (this will be further discussed in a separate 

chapter), and as for the rest, Hashem will ultimately complete our 

chinuch in His own way. 

Chazal tell us that when Amram, the gedol hador, saw that Pharaoh 

decreed that every Jewish baby boy to be cast into the water, he 

said, "We are working for nothing," and he divorced his wife. The 

Jewish People followed suit and divorced their wives. But his 

daughter, Miriam Haneviah, told him, "Abba, your decree is 

harsher than Pharaoh's. Pharaoh only decreed on the males and 

you decreed on the males and females!" Her father listened to her 

and remarried his wife, and then the rest of the Jews remarried 

their wives. This led to Moshe Rabbeinu's birth. When he was born, 
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their home was filled with light, and Amram kissed his daughter on 

her head and said, "My daughter, your prophecy was fulfilled!" 

Amram acknowledged that he was bestowed this great gift in 

Miriam's zechus. Three months later, they placed Moshe in a chest 

in the water in fear of Pharaoh's decree, and then Amram tapped 

his daughter on her head and said, "My daughter, where is your 

nevuah?" But Miriam trusted that Hashem's salvation would come: 

"And his sister stood from afar to see what would be done to him." 

Chazal say that Miriam waited to see what will become of her 

nevuah, how the yeshuah will come about. Moshe Rabbeinu was 

indeed saved miraculously and later became the Jewish People's 

savior (Sotah 12). 

Miriam told her father: Yes, Pharaoh has decreed that the boys be 

killed. But we have to do our part and not chas veshalom create 

more decrees, and Hashem will do His part as He wills it. With her 

pure faith, Miriam saved Am Yisrael's future and brought about the 

birth of their long-awaited savior who would later deliver them 

from galus. 

Miriam's words call out to each one of us: Am Yisrael is facing 

challenging times. Parents wonder fearfully how they can raise 

upright children in today's world. But we have to do our part with 

simple faith in Hashem. We can never know what Hashem has in 

store for us. Am Yisrael's existence is above nature; only Hashem, 

our loyal Shepherd, can protect one sheep amidst seventy wolves. 

Our job—and privilege—is to bring to the world another generation 

of Jews who will, G-d willing, greet the Mashiach. In Mitzrayim, the 

righteous women did their part faithfully and brought forth an 

entire generation that was later redeemed, and we, too, continue 

to do our part in raising children as numerous as the stars under all 

circumstances, whether or not we have the financial means or ideal 

chinuch options. In this zechus, Hashem will bring the ultimate 

redemption and lead all Jewish children to their sheleimus, 

hopefully soon in our days. 

Chapter Four 

No Desire Is Lost 
There are couples who wait to have a child, and they go through a 

trying period of bitter disappointment month after month. Some 

couples endure the nisayon of already anticipating the realization 

of their dreams and then suffering a loss, lo aleinu. These couples 

long and wait and hope and pray, but still don't see their yeshuah. 

But nothing is ever lost. All of these couples' desires, hopes, and 

prayers that seem to have accomplished nothing are all saved and 

accumulated and will benefit their next child or their previous 

children, and will do good for Klal Yisrael as a whole. Every delay 

helps us tap into our innermost desire to build Am Yisrael. Not one 

bit of the pure desire and longing of those years is lost; they leave 

a mark on our homes and on all of Am Yisrael.  

Sometimes we can even see that a child born after years of waiting 

has a unique chein, more so than other children. All the desires and 

hopes of the parents to bring a child to the world are concentrated 

in this child. When the parents brought this child to the world, they 

truly appreciated the significance of a Jewish soul coming down to 

the world, and this is revealed in the child. This is a "neshamah 

child," a child with a radiant penimiyus. 

There are couples who wait a while before their first child is born, 

or wait between the first and second child, and afterward they are 

blessed with one child after another and their home is filled. But 

the parents' earlier hopes and prayers for children are not lost and 

now have an effect on the entire family. Parents who experienced 

the anxiety of waiting for a child appreciate the value of every 

Jewish child. Now the parents might be overwhelmed and busy 

with the demands of raising a family of children, but the time that 

they spent waiting and praying for a child has left an indelible mark 

and now every child is a priceless treasure for them. The parents' 

pure longing from the time they were waiting is now realized in 

their children. Children of parents who value their true inner worth 

have a different essence; their penimiyus and soul are more 

radiant. 

The same is true with parents of a family of children who go 

through any nisayon in the area of bringing children to the world. 

All their longing and hope until they see their yeshuah will benefit 

them in some way. No desire and longing is ever lost. The 

disappointments help them better appreciate the value of every 

child. Every Jew has an inherent desire to bring more and more 

Jewish children to the world and help build Am Yisrael, the source 

of Hashem's nachas in the world. But sometimes parents are so 

exhausted and overwhelmed with the demands of raising and 

supporting their blessed families that they forget the preciousness 

of every Jewish child and of the gift of raising a large family of 

children. Sometimes Hashem causes some setback or delay—may 

none of us be tried—and this reignites the parents' inner desire and 

renews their proper perspective. Suddenly, we long so deeply for a 

child and feel the simple joy and the zechus in raising another 

Jewish child. The challenges inherent in raising a family of children 

now seem inconsequential in view of the tremendous value of 

every Jewish child. Our longing and desire permeate our children. 

When we feel how precious they are to us, their soul is revealed 

and they, too, feel how precious and beloved they are to Hashem. 
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A Jew's pure desire is a true reality. The Zohar states, "There is no 

good desire that is lost before Hakadosh Baruch Hu." A Jew's desire 

exists and lasts forever, and its results will one day be seen. After 

Rachel Imeinu passed away while giving birth to Binyamin, Yaakov 

Avinu buried her on the road—"And Yaakov erected a monument 

over her grave; this is the monument of Rachel's grave until today" 

(Vayishlach 35:20). He saw with ruach hakodesh that when the 

Yidden would be exiled, they would pass that road, and Rachel 

would emerge from her grave and cry and plead on Am Yisrael's 

behalf, as the navi said, "So said Hashem: A voice was heard on 

high…Rachel is crying for her children and refuses to be comforted 

for her children for they are not there" (Yirmiyahu 31:14). And 

Hakadosh Baruch Hu answers her, "Withhold your voice from crying 

and your eyes from tears for there is reward for your deeds…and 

your children will return to their bounderies" (Vayechi 48:7, Rashi). 

Rachel Imeinu didn't raise her children; she passed away on the 

wayside before she had a chance to raise them. But her pure 

longing was not for naught. Yaakov Avinu established a monument 

over her grave and the Torah testifies that this monument will 

stand forever. All of Rachel's hopes and desires that she couldn't 

realize in her lifetime, remain in existence and benefit us 

throughout the generations, and they will yet bear results in the 

future. In Rachel Imeinu's merit we will be redeemed—"And your 

children will return to their bounderies." 

Parents always have hopes and there are always some that are not 

realized. They wait month after month for good news and then face 

disappointment; they wait again and are disappointed yet again. 

But all these hopes are not lost. Over every longing that is put away 

and buried, an eternal monument is established. All our longing for 

children and our efforts in raising our children—they are all there; 

no worthy desire, hope, or effort is ever lost. They remain with us, 

and even if we don't see their results now, they will still be realized 

one day, perhaps even in future generations. 

The same is true with children's shidduchim. Sometimes parents 

wait for years for the right shidduch for a child, and sometimes a 

shidduch almost happens and then dissolves, and the parents suffer 

pain and disappointment. But no hope is ever lost. Those years of 

waiting spark the parents' deep desire and longing to see their child 

starting a family of his own and revealing his part of kevod 

Shamayim in the world. All these hopes mount and remain in 

waiting, and when the child finally finds his zivug, they will stand at 

his side and help him build a real Jewish home for Hashem's honor. 

Parents go through ups and downs in their relationship; there are 

times of distance and times of closeness. The pain and challenge of 

the harder days, and the longing and desire they bring, accumulate 

and remain ours and will help us draw closer and reveal the true 

connection of our souls. 

Hashem guards and gathers each and every one of our desires and 

efforts for kevod Shamayim and they benefit and help us in our goal 

of revealing more kevod Shamayim in the world. The navi's words 

to Rachel Imeinu address every one of us: "For there is reward for 

your deeds, says Hashem." Our efforts will yet bear fruit. Every 

desire and effort invested will eventually yield results. Hashem will 

continue our work in His own way, and our efforts will eventually 

achieve their destined revelation of kevod Shamayim. 

The essence of a Jewish home is blessing and joy, the joy of Jewish 

growth and increased kevod Shamayim in the world. While there 

are obstacles and challenges along the way, they are dwarfed by 

the intense joy in a growing Jewish home, an eternal joy which will 

remain ours in this world and the next, when our future 

generations will continue to bear fruit. 

"May the father rejoice in his progeny, and may the mother find 

joy in her offspring." 

As the passuk says, "Your father and mother will rejoice, and the 

one who gave birth to you will be happy." 

There is no greater joy than the joy of a Jewish home, and no 

greater blessing than a growing family. 

"Hamalach hago'el osi mikol ra yevareich es hane'arim… 

veyidgu larov b'kerev haaretz."
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