
 Volume 18 – Issue 55                                                                  Parshas Haazinu – Sukkos 5777 Z‰EwT TWKWS-WNYZAH ÂP  

  
   A publication dedicated to Harbotzas Torah 

 

Zmanim for TBwTBwTBwTBw    
Wesley Hills, NY 

6:09   -            TWRN TQLDH 
6:27   -                                     HEYQw 
9:11   -                             A‰M w‰QZ 
9:52   -                           A‰RG w‰QZ 
10:49  -                HLYPT IMZ FWS 
6:26   -                          –         HEYQw 
7:07  -                    OYBKWKH TAC 
7:38  -                                     72 TAC 
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Now You Know 
The posuk in Haazinu says: Ki shem Ki shem Ki shem Ki shem 
hashem ekra havu godelhashem ekra havu godelhashem ekra havu godelhashem ekra havu godel    L’ailokeinu, L’ailokeinu, L’ailokeinu, L’ailokeinu, 
When I mention the name of HaShem, 
praise our G-d.        

This is the source for the halacha to 

say “Baruch Hu U’Varuch Shmo,” 
blessed is He and blessed is His 
name, when we hear HaShem’s name 
mentioned in a bracha. 

The question is, why would we praise 

HaShem every time we hear His name 
if it wasn’t in the context of a blessing 
or praise? 

The Haftorah this week contains 
Shiras Dovid, a song of Dovid 
HaMelech, which comes from Shmuel. 
These verses also appear in Tehillim. 

The Abarbanel explains that this 
series of verses were a compilation 
Dovid authored when he was young. 

He would repeat these phrases often 
so they were fluent in his mouth. 

Whenever HaShem did something for 
which Dovid wanted to praise Him, 
this was his go-to piece. 

Later, he modified it slightly to be 
used by any Jew in praising HaShem 
and that’s the version in Tehillim. 

The point, it seems, is that we must 

constantly find opportunities to praise 
HaShem and have the right words 
prepared to do so. 

Praising Him when we hear His name 
is a fantastic practice for this, and will 
even help us find reasons for praise.  

 Thought of the week: 

A fool learns from his 
mistakes. A wise man learns 
from the mistakes of others. 

  (U:BL OYRBD) „WTLXN LBX BQEY ,WME ÂH QLX YK‰ 
“For the portion of HaShem is His nation; Yaakov is the measure of His 
inheritance.”  (Deut. 32:9) 

The Universe belongs to HaShem, and yet the Torah now tells us that G-d’s “portion,” is 
His chosen people. Further, Yaakov, a name for the Jewish People is called the measure 
of that inheritance. Though HaShem is the master of everything He created, it is what 
Mankind returns to him as a “gift” that He truly treasures. 

However, what G-d appreciates is not the physical items, sacrifices or donations to the Bais 
HaMikdash. What HaShem places in His storehouse is the reverence, love, and devotion to 
him which we develop within ourselves. 

The word “chevel,” used for “measure” in this posuk, means rope. Ropes were commonly 
used to measure lot lines in ancient times and therefore this word is used. Rashi, however, 
points out a further connotation. 

A rope is twisted from at least three strands of fiber. Its strength comes from the 
combination of these strands, as it says in Koheles (4:12) “and the tripled thread shall not 
easily be broken.” Says Rashi, Yaakov was the third strand in the connection to HaShem, 
because he used the lessons and experiences of his father and grandfather to shape his 
own service to HaShem. By combining their ways with his own, he created a strong 
connection to G-d, and it is through this rope that HaShem holds tight to His inheritance. 

(It should be noted that Yishmael was only a second-generation, and though Esav was a 
third-generation, he did not serve HaShem. That is why only Yaakov, i.e. Klal Yisrael, is 
called the measure of HaShem’s inheritance.) 

As this Parsha is often read just before Sukkos, it is interesting to note a certain parallel 
between the Avos and the holidays of Tishrei. 

Avraham was the first to recognize HaShem as the Creator of the world. He would teach 
people to thank G-d for the food they ate. He essentially crowned HaShem as King of the 
world, and said everything belongs to Him. This is like Rosh HaShana. The shofar we 
sound was a remembrance of Avraham’s willingness to sacrifice his son, the most valuable 
physical “item” a person can have. (Though Yitzchak agreed to be sacrificed, the ram 
offered in his place was still Avraham’s offering.) 

Yitzchak represented a much more austere way of serving HaShem. He turned inwardly 
and prayed to build his connection to HaShem. With his willingness to be offered as a 
sacrifice, Yitzchak represented an eschewing or negation of the physical world. This is like 
Yom Kippur, when we don’t eat or drink and spent many hours in prayer. The selichos we 
say Erev Yom Kippur refer to the ‘ashes of Yitzchak’ which are a boon for his descendants 
on the day of Atonement. These refer not only to his willingness to be a sacrifice, but for to 
his approach to life in which he gave priority to the spiritual. 

Yaakov came along and combined these two approaches. He took everything physical and 
used it in the service of HaShem. The Midrash tells us that Yaakov and Esav made a deal. 
Yaakov made a huge mound of gold, jewels, and everything “money” that he had, and 
offered it to Esav in exchange for the birthright. Essentially, Esav got “this world” and 
Yaakov got “the world to come.” When Esav met Yaakov coming back from Lavan with 
wealth, he asked, “Who are these to you?” He was asking how Yaakov was able to have 
physical things like family and wealth if he was supposed to only get “the next world.” 
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5:55   -       ÂA OWY TWRN TQLDH 
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Now You Know 
The Shulchan Aruch says that we sit in 
the Sukkah as a reminder that when 
HaShem took us out of Egypt, He gave 
us the Clouds of Glory to protect us from 
the heat and the sun in the desert.   

Ideally, when one sits in the Sukkah, he 
should have in mind both that he is 
remembering the Exodus itself, and also 
the Ananei HaKavod, the Clouds of Glory 
that surrounded and protected us. 

If one simply has in mind to fulfill the 
obligation of sitting in the Sukkah, he 
has done so, though not as optimally. 

The Tur explains that even though the 
Exodus took place in the Spring we do 
not sit in the Sukkah then because it 
would not be apparent that we are 
going out of our homes for the mitzvah 
since that is a time when everyone goes 
outside.  Therefore Sukkos takes place 
in the Fall (in the Northern Hemisphere, 
at least.) 

Others explain that when we sinned with 
the Golden Calf, we lost those clouds of 
protection and only when Moshe came 
back with the second set of luchos, on 
Yom Kippur, did the clouds return. 

Therefore, we sit in the Sukkah now, 
because we are commemorating THOSE 
clouds, which HaShem gave us after we 
repented from our sins. 

This gives an added dimension to our 
joy, to realize that even if we’ve gone 
away from HaShem, we can still repent, 
return and sit in the shade of His Divine 
protection. 

 

We all know that the sukkah reminds us We all know that the sukkah reminds us We all know that the sukkah reminds us We all know that the sukkah reminds us 
of the Clouds of Glory which protected of the Clouds of Glory which protected of the Clouds of Glory which protected of the Clouds of Glory which protected 
us in the desert, but what about the us in the desert, but what about the us in the desert, but what about the us in the desert, but what about the 
mon and the Well of Miriam which fed us mon and the Well of Miriam which fed us mon and the Well of Miriam which fed us mon and the Well of Miriam which fed us 
and quenched our thirst there? and quenched our thirst there? and quenched our thirst there? and quenched our thirst there?     

The Bnai Yissaschar says that whenThe Bnai Yissaschar says that whenThe Bnai Yissaschar says that whenThe Bnai Yissaschar says that when    we we we we 
eat and drink in the Sukkah, and realize eat and drink in the Sukkah, and realize eat and drink in the Sukkah, and realize eat and drink in the Sukkah, and realize 
from Whom all the good we enjoy from Whom all the good we enjoy from Whom all the good we enjoy from Whom all the good we enjoy 
comes, this serves as a commemoration comes, this serves as a commemoration comes, this serves as a commemoration comes, this serves as a commemoration 
of these miracles as well.of these miracles as well.of these miracles as well.of these miracles as well.    

 Thought of the week: 

No one can whistle a 
symphony.  It takes a whole 
orchestra to play it. 

Yaakov explained that everything he had was only used to serve HaShem.  There was no 
such thing as enjoying ‘this world’ for him. Rather, all he had was given to him by HaShem 
in order to serve Him and thereby earn a portion in the world to come, Olam Haba. 

This is similar to Sukkos, when we celebrate the ingathering of the crops by leaving the 
stability of our homes and going out to the Sukkah, the structure that declares HaShem’s 
mastery over us and this world. 

We take the bounty and use it to serve HaShem. Instead of simply acknowledging G-d’s 
mastery as Avraham, or negating the physical as Yitzchak, on Sukkos we follow the lead of 
Yaakov in combining these two approaches and subjugate the physical, harnessing it as a 
vehicle for serving HaShem. 

This is the source of our joy: knowing that all we have is for a purpose, and building on the 
connection of our forefathers to weave our own strong relationship with HaShem. Who 
knows? Perhaps this is one reason we read Koheles on Sukkos – to remind us to keep 
adding our own strands to the rope of our forefathers, Avraham, Yitzchak, and Yaakov. 

Two boys once applied to the Pressburg Yeshiva.  There was only one space available so 
it was left to the Dean, R’ Moshe Sofer (Chasam Sofer) to decide. 

As the rebbeim watched, the Chasam Sofer tested each boy.  One was a genius.  His 
breadth of knowledge was vast, his understanding and sharp intellect astounding.  He was 
the favorite among the assembled teachers. 

The other boy did fine, but was not spectacular.  However, after the boys left, it was the 
second one whom R’ Moshe chose. The rebbeim were stunned.  “But the first boy would 
add so much to our Yeshiva; his mind is so sharp!  Why did you choose the second?” 

“I watched them coming to the Bais Medresh through the window,” replied the sage.  “On 
the ground was some s’chach from the Sukkah that was recently taken down.  The first boy 
walked straight over the s’chach, trampling it as he approached.  The second boy carefully 
walked around the s’chach, giving it the deference of something used for a mitzvah.  If the 
first boy could show such disregard for HaShem’s mitzvos, not loving them, especially just 
days after Sukkos, then he does not belong here, no matter how much Torah he knows.” 

  (DY,BY:UK RBDMB) „IMwB HLWLB TLS OTXNMW...YEYBwH wDXL OWY RsE HwMXBW‰ 
“On the fifteenth day of the seventh month… and its flour offering, mixed 
with oil...”  (Numbers 29:12,14) 

Most korbanos have libations with them, but the korban on the first day of Pesach and the 
first day of Sukkos notably omit them. Why would these offerings not need libations? 

The Haamek Davar says that libations were intended to make the offerings more pleasing 
to HaShem, and he quotes a posuk in Hosea (9:4). However, on Pesach and Sukkos, 
everyone brought a korban chagigah (festival offering) and a korban re’iah (appearance 
offering.) Those already had libations so the communal sacrifices would also be pleasing. 

When Bilaam was going to curse the Jews, the donkey strayed and Bilaam struck it three 
times. HaShem opened the donkey’s mouth and it asked why he had struck the animal, 
‘zeh shalosh regalim,’ these three times. 

Chazal say he was hinting that Bilaam wanted to curse the Jews who appear at the Bais 
HaMikdash three times a year and while they ‘are seen’ they see the Shechina, HaShem’s 
closeness, yet Bilaam himself didn’t even see the angel G-d had sent! 

Perhaps we can bring these two lessons together and have a great take-away from this. 
The communal korbanos were guaranteed to be pleasing because all the individuals had 
offered pleasing sacrifices. When a person sees the Shechina of G-d, he realizes that there 
is a place for him in the Universe. He has a role to play and it is between him and G-d, not 
anyone else. Just as he brings his own appearance korban, so does he have his own 
connection to HaShem and no one else stands in the way of that. 

This lack of jealousy and willingness of each individual to play his or her part in the master 
plan of Klal Yisrael is what HaShem finds most-pleasing. 

No further libation or enhancement is necessary. 


