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Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

 להבדיל בין הטמא ובין הטהר ובין החיה הנאכלת
ובין החיה אשר לא תאכל: )יא:מז(   

To distinguish between the impure and the pure,  
and between the creature that may be eaten  

and the creature that may not be eaten. (11:47) 
A wise man once said: The letter "ע" always precedes the letter "פ". 

This teaches you that anything that you are about to put into your 
mouth, the onus is on you to investigate if it is fit to eat, and anything 
that comes out of your mouth, the onus is on you to investigate if what 
you are about to say is appropriate or not. (Umatuk HaOhr) 

 

On the first day that Aharon HaKohein and his sons performed the 

Service of the Mishkan, the Shechinah, the Glory of Hashem, did not descend 

right away. Only after Moshe went in and Davened did the Shechinah 

descend (9:23, Rashi). Rav Shimon Sofer observes that this is similar to the 

sanctity of a Shul. No matter how much energy that is invested with the goal 

of building a Shul, the building only attains a status of Kedushah, holiness, 

when it is host to Prayer (Shulchan Aruch, Orach Chaim 153:8). So too, the 

Mishkan was not ready for the Kedushah until there was Davening in it. 
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                Candle Lighting: 7:03  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 9:13   Gra: 9:49 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:52 

Chatzos: 1:00       Sh'kiah: 7:22 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 8:05 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 8:35  

                                                 (some say 8:47) 
 
 

 
                Next Week: Tazria 
              Candle Lighting: 7:11 

The Mechaber writes (260:2) that as 

Shabbos approaches, we should be extra 

careful to speak nicely and softly to 

each other. By speaking gently instead 

of raising our voices, everyone stays 

calm and happy, and things get taken 

care of in the proper way (Mishnah 

Brurah 260:10). The Meforshim write 

that there is a special Yetzer Hara that 

was created just to make people argue 

and fight on Erev Shabbos. He takes 

advantage of the pressure everyone has 

of getting ready on time and causes 

people to lose their patience and snap at 

each other. By being aware of this 

Yetzer Hara’s mission, we can avoid the 

pitfalls and not fall into his traps, and 

stay calm every Erev Shabbos! 

 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 
 
 
 

      R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 

When there is a Kohein in Shul, he gets the first Aliyah. This applies even if he is an 

unlearned person. As long as he is a proper individual— an ‘Adam Kosher’, he still gets 

the first Aliyah even before a Talmid Chacham who is not a Kohein. Even if a Kohein 

would like to relinquish his honor and let someone else have his Aliyah, he may not do so.  

(Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 23:9) 

 

       B’Kitzur… 
      A Quick Look at Hilchos Tefilah 

       Shabbos Treasures  
      The Precious Gift of  Shabbos 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
The Manchester Rosh Yeshivah, Rav Yehuda Zev Segal, zt”l, said that he underwent a 

remarkable change in his outlook on life and his behavior, at the age of 8 years old. How 

could he do this at such a young age? Rav Segal related that when was eight, something 

happened to him that changed his life forever. He said, “As I was crossing the street once 

in London, a city bus suddenly veered toward me. The driver realized that he was heading 

ride towards me and he quickly pressed the brakes. The bus stopped only inches away 

from me, and Baruch Hashem I was spared. I was only eight at the time. Nevertheless, 

after this incident, I realized that if life in this world can end within a second, then we 

certainly weren’t created in order to only live to enjoy our time here. I also felt that so 

great a miracle obligated me to dedicate myself to the Service of Hashem!” 
 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Pasuk says, “Distance yourself 

from a false word” (Shemos 23:7). The 

Yalkut Mei’am Lo’eiz states that it is 

because of the prevalence of falsehood, 

Sheker, that we are still suffering from the 

miserable Galus, because one who lies 

distances himself from Hashem. Integrity, 

whether in business or in interpersonal 

relationships, is a Jewish standard of life, 

while Emes, truth, is one of three pillars 

upon which the world stands. This means 

that a lack of honesty can weaken the 

world’s support and foundation. Rav Zishe 

of Anipole learned this lesson from the 

words of the Pasuk, Midvar Sheker Tirchak. 

He explains that Midvar Sheker— from a 

single word of falsehood, Tirchak— one 

becomes distanced from Hashem!  

Rabbeinu Bachya writes (Kad HaKemach), 

“All those who maintain lives committed to 

honesty and integrity, will have their Tefilos 

answered.” This is derived from the Pasuk 

we say three times daily in the Tefilah of 

Ashrei, ‘Karov Hashem L’chol Kor’av, 

L’chol Asher Yikra’uhu B’emes”, ‘Hashem 
is close to all those who call upon Him, to 

all who call upon Him, B’emes, with truth’. 

Hashem listens to all those who call out to 

Him, when they live lives that are B’emes, 

lives led with truth and integrity! 

 
 Middos      

This week’s Parshah discusses the laws 

of Kosher animals, and says that any animal 

that has a split hoof or chews its cud is 

Kosher (11:3). Rav Moshe Shternbuch writes 

that there is a deeper meaning to these two 

signs. He explains: There are Jews, when 

based upon their outward appearance, they 

appear to live a righteous lifestyle. However, 

masked deep within them they are far from 

Hashem and they are not prepared to exert 

the required effort to get closer to Him. Then 

there are other Jews, whose lives revolve 

around Torah and Mitzvos, but they are afraid 

to exhibit any public display of this. The 

Torah directs us with two visible signs of 

purity, or Kashrus on an animal. The split 

hooves and the chewing of its’ cud. These 

two signs are of specific importance, because 

it is a crucial lesson for us. Not only must we 

perfect our inner selves, but we must – as 

members of Hashem’s chosen nation, perfect 

our outward observance and image to 

complete our service of Hashem! 
 

Rabbi Paysach Krohn writes a beautiful story. Chush is a school in Brooklyn that caters 

to learning-disabled Jewish children. At one of their fund-raising dinners, the father of 

a Chush child delivered a speech that would never be forgotten by all who attended. After 

extolling the school and its dedicated staff, he cried out, “Where is the perfection in my son 

Shaya? Everything that Hashem does is done with perfection. But my child cannot understand 

things as other children do. My child cannot remember facts and figures as other children do. 

Where is Hashem’s perfection?” The audience was shocked by the question, pained by the 

father’s anguish, and stilled by his piercing query. The father answered, “I believe that when 

Hashem brings a child like this into the world, the perfection that He seeks is in the way 

people react to this child!” He then told the following story about his son Shaya.  

Shaya attends Chush throughout the week and a boy’s Yeshivah on Sundays. One Sunday 

afternoon, Shaya and his father came to the Yeshivah as his classmates were playing baseball. 

The game was in progress and as Shaya and his father made their way towards the ball field, 

Shaya said, “Do you think you could get me into the game?” Shaya’s father knew his son was 

not at all athletic, and that most boys would not want him on their team. But he also 

understood that if his son were to be chosen in, it would give him a comfortable sense of 

belonging. So he approached one of the boys in the field and asked, “Do you think my son 

Shaya could get into the game?” The boy looked around for guidance from his teammates. 

Getting none, he took matters into his own hands and said, “We are losing by six runs and the 

game is already in the eighth inning. I guess he can be on our team and we’ll try to put him up 

to bat in the ninth inning.” Shaya’s father was ecstatic as Shaya smiled broadly.  

Shaya was told to put on a glove and go out to play short center field. In the bottom of the 

eighth inning, Shaya’s team scored a few runs but was still behind by three. In the bottom of 

the ninth inning, Shaya’s team scored again, and now with two outs and the bases loaded and 

the potential winning runs on base, Shaya was scheduled to be up. Would the team actually let 

Shaya bat at this juncture and give away their chance to win the game? Surprisingly, Shaya 

was told to take a bat and try to get a hit. Everyone knew that it was all but impossible, for 

Shaya didn’t even know how to hold the bat properly, let alone hit with it. However as Shaya 

stepped up to the plate, the pitcher moved in a few steps to lob the ball in softly so Shaya 

should at least be able to make contact. The first pitch came in and Shaya swung clumsily and 

missed. One of Shaya’s teammates came up to Shaya and together they held the bat and faced 

the pitcher waiting for the next pitch. The pitcher took a few more steps forward to toss the 

ball softly towards Shaya. As the next pitch came in, Shaya and his teammate swung the bat 

and together they hit a slow ground ball to the pitcher. The pitcher picked up the soft grounder 

and could easily have thrown the ball to the first baseman. Shaya would have been out and 

that would have ended the game. Instead, the pitcher took the ball and threw it on a high arc to 

right field, far and wide beyond the first baseman’s reach. Everyone started yelling, “Shaya, 

run to first! Shaya, run to first!” Never in his life had Shaya run to first. He scampered down 

the baseline wide eyed and startled. By the time he reached first base, the right fielder had the 

ball. He could have thrown the ball to the second baseman who would tag out Shaya, who was 

still running. But the right fielder understood what the pitcher’s intentions were, so he threw 

the ball high and far over the third baseman’s head, as everyone yelled, “Shaya, run to 

second! Shaya, run to second!” Shaya ran towards second base as the runners ahead of him 

deliriously circled the bases towards home. As Shaya reached second base, the opposing 

shortstop ran towards him, turned him towards the direction of third base and shouted, 

“Shaya, run to third!” As Shaya rounded third, the boys from both teams ran behind him 

screaming, “Shaya, run home! Shaya, run home!” Shaya ran home, stepped on home plate and 

all 18 boys lifted him on their shoulders and made him the hero, as he had just hit the “grand 

slam” and won the game for his team!  

“That day,” said the father who now had tears rolling down his face, “those eighteen boys 

reached their level of perfection. They showed that it is not only those who are talented that 

should be recognized, but also those who have less talent. They too are human beings, they 

too have feelings and emotions, they too are people, and they too want to feel important. And 
this is where you can see Hashem’s perfection! 

 

 

 Sponsored Anonymously 

ע"ה דכי הכהןהאשה החשובה מיכלא בת ר' מרלז"נ:   
Mazel Tov to her Great-Grandson Akiva Mordechai Dachs upon becoming a Bar Mitzvah 

 
 

 

 

These Divrei Torah are available weekly by email and sponsorship opportunities are available.  

For information, please send an email to: RabbiYehudaWinzelberg@gmail.com 

 

 בס"ד
       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 

       L’Maaseh 
                 A Tale to Remember 


