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FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALK 
Continuing the Legacy of Rabbi Dovid Winiarz of blessed memory 

     

 

 

Matos-Masei 5777 

"Take revenge for B’nai Yisrael against the Midianites; afterward, you shall be gathered to your people "Take revenge for B’nai Yisrael against the Midianites; afterward, you shall be gathered to your people "Take revenge for B’nai Yisrael against the Midianites; afterward, you shall be gathered to your people "Take revenge for B’nai Yisrael against the Midianites; afterward, you shall be gathered to your people 

(die)."(die)."(die)."(die)."    (Bamidbar 31:2)(Bamidbar 31:2)(Bamidbar 31:2)(Bamidbar 31:2)    

Rashi quotes the Sifri which praises Moshe by saying that although he knew his death was dependent 

on carrying out this mission, he did it with joy and did not delay it. 

The Kli Yakar notes that HaShem told Moshe to exact the B’nai Yisrael’s revenge while Moshe told 

them they had to exact HaShem’s revenge against Midian, and asks how Rashi knows that Moshe was 

happy to do it.  Perhaps he was depressed by the outcome, but that is not a reason not to fulfill the will of Perhaps he was depressed by the outcome, but that is not a reason not to fulfill the will of Perhaps he was depressed by the outcome, but that is not a reason not to fulfill the will of Perhaps he was depressed by the outcome, but that is not a reason not to fulfill the will of 

HaShem? [Note: A lesson in itself!]HaShem? [Note: A lesson in itself!]HaShem? [Note: A lesson in itself!]HaShem? [Note: A lesson in itself!] 

Kli Yokor explains that Midian committed two offenses. They caused the Jews to worship idols and 

commit lewd acts.  This was an offense against Heaven, as it were.  Because of this, 24,000 Jews died in 

a plague, and this result was an offense against the Jewish people. HaShem told Moshe, “What they did 

to Me is of no consequence because many sin against Me, and they do not harm Me. Rather, take 

revenge for the Jewish people.” 

When Moshe heard that his death would occur when this was fulfilled, and knowing that the Jewish 

people love their leaders, he feared that they would say, “Just as HaShem excuses the affront to Him, 

we excuse the affront to us, and can wait to take revenge.”  Moshe therefore told them that they must 

exact HaShem’s revenge. Even if they were willing to delay their own revenge, they could not delay the 

portion of the offense that was against G-d, and had to go to war with Midian right away. 

It is from this, says the Kli Yakar, that we can identify Moshe’s joy and alacrity to carry out HaShem’s 

command.  If he had wanted to delay his death, he could have just repeated HaShem’s command 

verbatim.  However, he changed it to be able to fulfill this final mitzvah as quickly as possible.  The Kli 

Yakar proves Moshe was happy, but why was he happy? 

HaShem told Moshe that once he did this he would die.  Why?  If Moshe was supposed to die before 

entering Eretz Yisrael because he hit the rock or some other infraction, why tie the war with Midian to 

his death and give it a causal relationship? 

Sometimes a person dies because it is his time.  It is sad, because he could have achieved more.  

However, it is also possible that a person must die not because his time is up, but because he’s done 

everything he was sent down to this world to do.  For that person, death is not a punishment or cause 

for sorrow but a simple, accepted fact, meaning that the job is 

done. 

When Moshe was told, “Do this and you shall die,” he 

understood that he would be completing his mission on this 

earth.  There was no more for him to accomplish, and 

therefore no need for him to remain alive.  Under those 

circumstances, it is a cause for joy, so Moshe hurried to fulfill 

this final assignment. 
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Parshas Masei, after delineating the path taken by the Bnei Yisrael through the desert, continues to 

the next step, the conquering and dividing of the land of Israel. Rashi tells us that the reason the 

reason that the expulsion of the natives and their idols is repeated many times throughout the Torah 

is that it was a condition for crossing over the Jordan River safely; that if they did not cross with the 

full intention to remove the incumbents along with their lifestyles, idols, and the ancillary tools, the 

waters of the Jordan would fall back upon them and kill them. 

The passuk includes the requirement to expel the inhabitants with the requirement to destroy all 

vestiges of idol worship from the land. While the commandment regarding the idols makes sense, as 

idol worship one of the three most severe transgressions in the Torah, the expulsion seems to be 

overemphasized in correlation to the eradication of the idols etc. The Torah even says that if they 

don’t expel the natives, that will be the cause of their sin via the idols, not that if they don’t destroy 

the idols they will be led to sin. 

Why was the necessity to expel the natives on a par with the destruction of the idols, when the 

destruction should have sufficed to ensure that Bnei Yisrael did not stray? It seems that the Torah is 

using this to teach us of the dangers of assimilation. The risk of idol worship is not the only fear that 

arises when living together with other nations. Simply befriending them can and will lead to 

acceptance of their cultures and lifestyles, which is what the Torah is warning against here. 

While the commandment against allowing them to live in our land only applies to the 7 nations of 

Canaan, the prohibition against serving or allowing idols applies to all nations of the world, 

obviously. I think that this is the reason for the extreme juxtaposition 

between the two. As we have seen in recent times, the morals and 

attitudes of society have been attempting to creep in to our lives by 

preaching acceptance and tolerance. The Torah is teaching us that it is 

not only serving of idols that we have to protect against, but that we 

have to protect our culture, and not allow our neighbors to influence 

us. The only morality is the Torah, and apologizing to society for our 

beliefs is akin to serving their idols. 

While idol worship has been all but eliminated from the modern world, 

every day there are those touting sins as the new norm, striving to 

make what the Torah considers objectionable behavior into everyday 

life simply because today’s society deems it OK. While we may not be 

required to destroy this lifestyle for other nations, we must ensure that we remain pure as Am 

Yisrael, and be unashamed of our beliefs and our Torah. The Torah decides what is right or wrong, 

moral or immoral; the dictates of society do not.    - h/t to Pinny K for sharing  

 

 

 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
In discussing the portions of land in Israel given to each tribe, the Torah (Bamidbar 33:54) says that the land 
would be divvied up by lottery. There were slips of paper with each family written on them, and other slips 
with various portions of land on them. Two slips were drawn and the family was given the matching portion. 

The verse continues to say that the larger families would get larger portions and the smaller families would 
get smaller ones. How does that work? If it was a random lottery, who was to say that a large family would get 
a larger portion? It would be the luck of the draw! The Torah therefore must be teaching us that the lottery 
was not random at all, but rather closely controlled by G-d, Himself. 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: If the seemingly random lottery was by no means random, what does that say 
about everything that happens in life? If we set out to do an action and we are successful, is it because we did 
it or because G-d did it and let us be the medium for the act? 

If we try to do something and fail, was it because we didn’t try properly, or was it HaShem stopping us from 
doing it? Since the Torah teaches us that there is nothing random in the Universe, and that HaShem is 
controlling it all, how should we place our trust in Him? Would we be well-served by trying to do things 
against His will or are we setting ourselves up for failure at some point?   h/t Bracha Devorah Gewirtz 

 


