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Being Happy with Your Lot 

We will continue to expound on the metaphor of 

the bride's clothing, which symbolizes Torah and 

mitzvos. What would a woman do, if, when she is about 

to dress and adorn herself for her husband, she realizes 

that her dress is not as perfect as she wanted it to be? 

If she is a devoted wife, she would do her best to 

carefully iron the dress, maybe add a decorative pin, 

and try to look the best she can under the 

circumstances. Her husband would surely be happy to 

see that she has done her utmost to please him. He 

would not even be disturbed by the lack of perfection in 

the dress. After all, its purpose is to reveal an inner 

connection, which her meticulous ironing and other 

efforts did very well. He may even generously offer to 

bring the dress to a seamstress to have it fully fixed, or 

buy her a new outfit in appreciation for her efforts in his 

honor. 

The final ironing of the dress and appearing in a 

pleasing manner are the joy we take in mitzvos that we 

do. Our mitzvos may sometimes be far from perfect, but 

if we present them to Hashem nicely, this makes up for 

their lack. If, after we do a mitzvah, we are happy and 

say, "Ribono shel Olam, I fulfilled Your commandment 

and You have nachas from me," we are showing that 

our true desire is only to give Hashem nachas. With this 

we are completing the mitzvah, the purpose of which is 

to express this inner desire. 

In a letter to his disciples, Rebbi Mendel of Vitebsk, 

zy"a, warns his students to be content with their lot in 

Torah and avodas Hashem. Even as one longs for 

greater heights in avodas Hashem, he has to be happy 

with his current work, little as it may be. 

Being happy with our mitzvos which are not yet 

perfect is not a way of evading harder work, nor is it a 

tranquilizing formula for tense people. It is the way of 

truth that pertains to every Jew. (See chapter "Purim – 

Hashem is Still With Us," p. and Sources and Additions, 

on p.) 

The following parable will clarify this point. It is a 

popular parable, but its continuation is not known. 

The story is told about a king who opened his 

treasure-house for a day, allowing his servants to collect 

as many treasures and gems as they liked. At the 

entrance to the treasure house, the king set up 

attractive, pleasurable displays, shows and orchestras. 

The servants were riveted by the entertainment, and it 

was only at the end of the day, when the treasure-house 

keeper announced that it was time to leave, that they 

remembered that they had actually come to collect 

valuables. They only managed to grab several gems and 
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were promptly dismissed and locked out of the treasure 

house. 

The next part of the mashal is of relevance to us. 

Each servant reacted differently. One tossed the few 

small stones that he had collected and said, "They're 

worthless. I wanted big stones." The king replied, "I will 

not give you big stones, for you don't really appreciate 

the value of my treasures. If you appreciated the 

precious value of my gems, you wouldn't have 

discarded the small ones that you collected." The other 

servant arranged his few small gems on beautiful velvet 

and hung it in his living room. The king was pleased and 

said, "I see that you are loyal to me and my gems are 

truly precious to you; the riveting entertainment merely 

made you forget that for a while." The kindhearted king 

then gifted him with a few larger and more valuable 

stones. 

The moral is obvious. Hashem puts us in this world 

to collect precious gems – mitzvos and maasim tovim. 

This world is full of temptations that could cause us to 

forget our true purpose. When we are happy with every 

"little" mitzvah and every positive thought, we show 

that we really know what our purpose is in this world 

and that we do actually appreciate the value of the 

mitzvos; it is only the temptations of life that somewhat 

confuse us. Being happy with our every positive 

attribute and "strong point" does not mean that avodas 

Hashem is not important enough to us. On the contrary, 

closeness to Hashem is so valuable a treasure to us that 

even a bit of it is cause for joy. Every mitzvah or proper 

behavior brings us closer to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, Who 

is infinite, and therefore, the value of every mitzvah is 

infinite. Every bit of connection to Hashem is an 

unlimited, everlasting treasure! 

Sometimes, it appears to us that if we are content 

with what we have already accomplished, we won't 

strive to attain even greater closeness. But the opposite 

is true. One who only values perfect achievements will 

despair very quickly. He will not want to try, because it 

is very hard to reach perfection. But if we are happy with 

every little bit of progress, we will continue step by step. 

The joy we feel with every minimal ascent spurs us on 

to rise further.  

As we explained, this happiness is not a strategy; it 

is the factual truth. Being close to Hashem is so precious 

that even the smallest speck is reason for joy. 

Returning to the previous metaphor of the woman 

adorning herself for her husband, let us imagine that 

this wife remains in a simple housecoat, apologizing to 

her husband that her dress isn't perfect enough and 

therefore she is just not able to wear it. Her husband 

would surely be upset to see her lack of respect for him. 

That is how a Jew looks when he walks around 

grumbling about his mitzvos, feeling his mitzvos are 

worthless. Hashem has nachas from our every mitzvah 

and good deed; He only waits for us to present them to 

Him happily. We must be happy and beautify ourselves 

with every little positive thing in our possession, thus 

giving Hashem the full extent of nachas with which we 

are capable of providing Him.

 

 


