
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  Orchos Chaim  
L’HaRosh 

The Rosh’s Guide to Life 
21. One should not speak between washing his hands for bread and 

saying the Brachah of Ha’motzi. And one should be the first to greet 

someone that he meets. 

Rav Moshe Sternbuch notes that based on this, it would seem that it is 

permitted to talk to another person in order to greet someone after he has 

washed his hands for bread but before he has said the Brachah of Ha’motzi, 

however, this would be a Hefsek, an interruption. Perhaps we can learn 

from this that one does not have to actually speak in order to greet someone, 

but they can simply nod their heads, and this would still be considered 

greeting them, since it is not permitted to talk at this interval of time. 

One morning, Rav Yaakov Shimshon of Kosov was in a very uplifted 

mood and he kept his Chasidim captivated with beautiful Divrei Torah and 

stories from after Shacharis until the middle of the afternoon, and not a 

single one of them thought to go home for breakfast. When the long Shiur 

had ended, one of the Chasidim commented that he now understood what 

Moshe Rabbeinu had said, that when he was on Har Sinai for 40 days he 

didn’t eat or drink anything. “Moshe was experiencing such great pleasure 

while he was receiving the Torah from Hashem, that he couldn’t have been 

hungry!” Rav Yaakov Shimshon said, “I understand that Pasuk differently. 

It could be that Moshe was not saying that he wasn’t hungry for 40 days, 

but he was expressing his regret that he didn’t get the chance to eat in that 

long. Perhaps he understood how much he could gain by eating in the 

proper way and saying Brachos with Kavanah, and how much one can 

grow from all the ‘Divine Sparks’ that are hidden in food. Eating can be a 

very lofty experience when it is done with the right approach and the proper 

frame of mind!” 
 

)כד:י( ויחר אף בלק אל בלעם ויספק את כפיו  
Balak’s anger flared against Balaam and he clapped his hands (24:10) 
Rebbe Chaim Kaniyevski, Shlit”a, asks, “Why did Balak get so angry? Bilaam 

had already told him that he was not able to say anything, except that which 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu placed in his mouth.”  אם יתן לי בלק מלא ביתו כסף וזהב לא'

 If Balak were to give me his‘ – אוכל לעבר את פי ה' אלקי לעשות קטנה או גדולה'
houseful of silver and gold, I am unable to transgress the word of Hashem, my    
G-d, to do anything small or great’ (22:18). Then why was Balak so surprised now 
and he became so angry with Bilaam? Rebbe Chaim answers that Balak did not 
believe Bilaam. Balak simply thought that Bilaam was holding out for more money 
to curse them. (Umatok HaOhr) 
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In the Torah, Parashas Balak is written without any 

paragraph breaks in the entire topic of Bilaam. The 

Chofetz Chaim observes that the purpose of breaks in 

the Torah was to give a person a chance to contemplate 

what he has just learned (Sifrah, beginning of Vayikra). 

Bilaam chose to live his life without ever stopping to 

contemplate why and what was going on in his life. 

Therefore, to emphasize this lack of focus, his topic in 

the Torah has no breaks. 
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 רפאל חיים שאר ישוב בן באבא חיה רבקה

 בתוך שאר חולי ישראל

 

 B’Kitzur       
One who Davens Maariv with a Minyan at night is 

praiseworthy. Between Minchah and Maariv one should 

learn Torah, and this will join the night to the day with 

Torah study, and this is a special thing to do. At the very 

least, it is proper for anyone that fears Heaven, that if one 

Davenend with a Minyan before the night, he should not eat 

before nightfall. Rather, he should wait, and immediately 

after Tzeis HaKochavim, the appearance of stars, he should 

say all three Parshiyos of Krias Shema. One who does not 

Daven Maariv with a Minyan is forbidden to Daven Maariv 

before Tzeis HaKochavim. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 70:1) 
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 L’Maaseh      
The Satmar Rebbe, Rav Yoel Teitelbaum, 

zt”l, had a beautiful Minhag in his Bais 

Medrash. After Shacharis every Sunday 

morning, the Rebbe would select three people 

and assign them the special Mitzvah of 

approaching everyone in Shul to ask them for 

Tzedakah money. Also, they were asked to 

spend the entire week raising money for poor 

people, and at the end of the week, they 

would bring the money that they had 

collected to the Rebbe, who would distribute 

it to the poor. One Sunday morning, the 

Rebbe approached his Chasid R’ Yisrael 

Zupnick, and asked him to collect Tzedakah 

that week. R’ Yisrael was mortified. He was 

a wealthy individual who had always given 

much Tzedakah, and he felt embarrassed 

asking others for money, even though he 

knew it was not for himself. He approached 

the Rebbe and said, “Rebbe, please forgive 

me. You know I try to do anything that you 

ask of me, but I just can’t go around asking 

people for money. Please tell me how much 

is collected each week, and I will be happy to 

write a check for that amount for Tzedakah, 

and I will not have to go collecting.” The 

Rebbe answered, “I appreciate your 

wonderful offer, but I would still ask that you 

go around collecting Tzedakah this week.”  

R’ Yisrael persisted, “Rebbe, I am more than 

happy to simply write a check for even more 

than the amount that is generally collected.” 

The Rebbe smiled and said, “I knew when I 

asked you that this Mitzvah would not be 

easy for you to do. However, I am insisting 

that you go around, and I will explain why. 

After you spend this week collecting 

Tzedakah, the next time a poor person comes 

to you to ask for your help, you will look at 

him differently. It will be easier for you to 

feel his pain and to understand how difficult 

it is for him to approach people for money. 

This is something we all must feel, and that is 

why you have to collect.” That day,             

R’ Yisrael gained a new awareness. The 

Rebbe didn’t just want his personal money, 

but rather, he wanted to teach him a lifelong 

lesson in sensitivity towards others asking for 

Tzedakah. It’s more than just giving money 

that is important, it’s also how we make the 

recipient feel! 
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 בס"ד
 The Siddur Speaks 

We say in Ashrei, Einei Chol Eilecha Yisabeiru, V’Atah Nosein Lahem Es 

Achlam B’Ito, The eyes of everyone look to You, Hashem, with hope, and You 

give them their food in the proper time. A man once came to Rav Shalom 

Schwadron, zt”l, for advice. He explained that he had a tailor shop which, 

Baruch Hashem, brought in enough Parnasah to support his family. However, 

an opportunity had come up for him to open a second shop and he wanted to 

know if Rav Shalom thought it was a good idea. Rav Shalom replied with a 

Mashal. There once was a wine merchant who sold wine by the cup. He had a 

large barrel of wine that his supplier would refill every week, and throughout 

the week, people would come with their cups, and he would open the spigot to 

give them wine. One day he had a great idea, and he thought that if he added a 

second spigot to his barrel, he would sell twice as much wine as he was 

currently selling! So he added a spigot to the other side of the barrel, and it 

didn’t take long for this fool to realize that while he may be able to sell wine 

quicker, it did not give him any more wine to sell. Rav Shalom explained to 

the tailor, “You must put your full effort into earning a Parnasah, and you 

can’t be lazy about it. At the same time, however, you must remember that 

Parnasah comes only from Hashem. If one store provides you with enough to 

support your family, a second store may provide you with more work, but it 

will not necessarily provide you with more money. It will be like having two 

spigots on the same barrel!” 
 

 Working on our Middos 
A widow raising three young children once approached Rav Shlomo 

Zalman Auerbach, zt”l, and asked for his advice. She said that she did not have 

a lot of money, but she was somehow able to put a small amount together, and 

she wanted to do something with it that would be a Zechus for her husband. 

Some of her friends suggested using the money to buy Seforim or give it to a 

Gemach, and she asked Rav Shlomo Zalman for his suggestion. Rav Shlomo 

Zalman thought for a moment, and then he said, “I have the perfect suggestion 

for you to do something meaningful as a Zechus for your husband, and I am 

confident that if you follow it carefully, it will be a great source of merit for 

him. I want you to take the money, and go with your children to a toy store, 

and use the money to buy games and toys for them. Then, go home and play 

these games with your children. Also, make sure to take your children to the 

park as often as you can, and play with them there. Spend time with your 

children and create a strong and loving relationship with them. This will make 

your children happy and wholesome.” Rav Shlomo Zalman smiled at her and 

said, “Trust me, raising genuinely happy children will serve as the greatest 

Zechus for your husband!” 
 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
The Avnei Neizer was careful to always serve his guests himself. One time 

a guest of his said, “I am a simple person and I don’t deserve this respect 

from you.” The Avnei Neizer brought his guest to a window, and showed 

him a leather shop that was across the road. He said, “That store only sells 

leather products. There’s nothing holy about them. However, when a Sofer 

works with leather and turns them into Tefilin, they become holy.  

Right now, you are my guest, and you are my Mitzvah. You have now 

become holy, and therefore, you deserve immense respect!” 

 


