
 

  )'ה' כג( 'ול דבר אשר לא קדמו אתכ� בלח� וגע

Because of the fact that they did greet you with bread etc. (23:5). 

The Torah forbids the acceptance of converts from Ammon and Moav 

because they did not greet the Jewish people with food on their way out Egypt.  

The Zera Shimshon asks that later on (passuk 9), Rashi writes that since 

Amon and Moav caused the Jewish people to sin with their daughters, they were 

punished that they can never be accepted as converts, whereas, Egyptians can join 

the Jewish people by the third generation since one who causes someone to sin 

(Amon and Moav) is worse than one who kills him (Egypt). If so, why did the Torah 

write a reason (not feeding etc.) that would seem secondary to the fact that Amon 

and Moav made the Jewish people sin? 

The Zera Shimshon answers that had the Torah given the reason that Amon 

and Moav caused the Jewish people to sin, and are therefore not accepted as 

converts, the Gemara (Yevamos 69a) would not have been able to say that only the 

men of Amon and Moav cannot join the Jewish people. After all, it was the women of 

Moav that caused the Jewish people to sin and they should therefore not be accepted 

either. 

However, the reason that the Torah actually gives, proves that the women 

were not the guilty ones even though they were part of the plan to make the Jewish 

people sin, rather they were forced by the men to go out and sin.  

This is because, as mentioned, the Gemara (Yevamos 69a) says that only the 

men of Amon and Moav cannot join the Jewish people. Even though technically, the 

men could have greeted the men with food and the women could have greeted the 

women with food, nevertheless, since women are expected to remain indoors they 

were not expected to greet the women with food. Therefore, only men are not 

allowed to join the Jewish people whereas, the women are not held accountable for 

not going out. 

The Zera Shimshon understands that if the Torah allowed the women of 

Amon and Moav to convert based on the fact that they were not held accountable for 

not greeting the Jewish women with food since it is not the way of women to go out, 

then the fact that they then went out to sin with the Jewish people could not be that 

they went out on their own. Otherwise, the simple contradiction in their actions 

should have proved that they are indeed as wicked as the men and they simply 

chose not to go out and greet the Jewish people with food.  

However, since the Torah accepts the fact that they did not go out as a good 

enough reason for not greeting the Jewish women with food, it must be that when 

they went out to sin they were forced to by the men and are therefore not 

accountable and can be accepted as converts. 

 Thus, had the Torah written the reason for not accepting men converts from 

Amon and Moav to be because they caused the Jews to sin we would have not 

understood why women can be accepted as converts since they were an integral part 

of the sin. However, now that the Torah writes the reason of not greeting the Jewish 

people with food, we can deduce that the women were exempt from this and that is 

why they did not go out to greet the Jewish women with food, thus explaining that 

when it came to causing the Jewish people to sin they would have also not wanted to 

go out but were forced by the men to and can therefore still be accepted as converts. 
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Ki Seitzeh 

The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Reggio, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 

 לזכר נשמת
ל"צז מיכאל ב� רב נחמ� שמשו� חיי� רבינו  

א"יעז הזרע שמשו�בעל   
ר שיתקיימו בנו ברכותיו של אותו צדיק"ויה  

signup & dedications – zerashimshon@gmail.com 

 לזכר נשמת
בנימי�' ריעקב יצחק ב�   

 לרפואה שלימה
 רוני דינה בת סימי
 דוד ב� שרה

 לזווג הגו� במהרה
 אלישבע נעמי בת רחל

 להצלחת
ר נחו� צבי בו רחל ומשפחתו"הג  

 


