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“Border Inspection” –   "ות"ביקורת גבול
As the flight for Father to go overseas drew near, I came with my 
little son to help pack the suitcases and make last minute 
arrangements before the flight. My little boy asked many questions 
about the airplane and how it flies and I explained to him about the 
flight ticket and about the passport. His curiosity was aroused and 
he asked to see the documents, because of the rush of last minute 
details I deflected his request but that did not stop him and he 
turned to his grandfather. Grandfather explained that everything 
was packed in his hand luggage and the taxi was coming soon to pick 
him up and when he returns he will calmly show him everything.  
But the six-year-old who is usually calm and understanding, could 
not be calmed down and he began crying. Grandmother asked him 
why he was crying and he told Grandmother that he wanted to see 
the passport and the airplane ticket. Grandmother could not stand 
the crying of the grandchild and she asked Grandfather that despite 
the rush to take a minute and show him what he wanted. Having no 
choice, Grandfather opened his hand luggage, took out the airline 
ticket but he could not find his passport. He emptied the entire bag 
but the passport was not there. He checked his suit jacket and it was 
not there either. Finally, after an extensive search and the taxi 
already waiting outside he found the passport in another jacket that 
was left in the closet.   

 ב.ר.י.                                                                              

Alternative Guests –  חלופייםאורחים  
When I left shul on Friday night, my daughter informed me that the 
light in the refrigerator was left on.  
I immediately asked the Rav who ruled that there was no valid 
reason to bring a gentile to turn off the light and I arranged to spend 
Shabbos without the refrigerator.  
Baruch Hashem the wine and the challos were already set on the 
table from before Shabbos and with joy we began to make Kiddush 
on the wine.  
Since I knew that as far as my wife is concerned the salads are her 
main joy for Shabbos more than any of the other foods and now 
they were sealed in the refrigerator. I went to my neighbor and I 
requested some of two kinds of salad. A few minutes later there was 
a knock on the door and when we opened it, the neighbor stood 
with a tray filled with the best salads, more than we had in the 
refrigerator. I tried to push him off but he insisted and explained 
that they had invited guests who cancelled on them at the last 
minute and he was left with a lot of salads and he did not know what 
to do with them. 

 מ.ב.ה.
   

But he seemed like a jester – ויהי כמצחק 
It is told about a joker who was very distant from being fearful 
of Heaven and he made his living by joking around. The wealthy 
would hire him to come to their homes and he would put on his 
routine and they would laugh and they would pay him. Once, he 
was hired by one of the wealthy individuals to come to his home 
for lunch. The wealthy man sat with his family and they ate their 
meal and the joker tried with all his might to make them laugh. 
Suddenly, as they were eating fish and the joker did not let up 
from telling his jokes and a fishbone got stuck in his throat. 
Before they could try to save him, he choked and he passed 
away. The wealthy man was terrified that people would say that 
he had killed him so he took the joker’s body and propped it up 
by the door of his neighbor the doctor. He knocked on the door 
and ran away. When the doctor opened the door, the body fell 
down the stairs. The doctor was terrified that perhaps the man 
had been waiting a considerable amount of time and in the 
meantime, had died. The doctor took the body and stood it in 
the street. There was a tailor there who had a terrible temper. 
When he saw the man standing there staring at his store, he 
went out angrily and threw a hot iron at him and behold he saw 
that the man fell down dead. The tailor was terrified that he had 
killed a person and when he saw that no one was looking, he 
stood the man back up in his place. A drunken man passed him 
and threw a bottle at him and glass stuck in his throat. They 
immediately grabbed the drunk, found him guilty of killing the 
man and sentenced him to death. 
When the verdict was announced, the three previous men were 
filled with regret and they had a guilty conscience, each one 
certain that he alone had killed the joker. The three of them 
went before the judge and each one confessed to killing the 
man. The judge was a wise man and understood the situation. 
He told them that the joker received his punishment from 
Heaven, stoning, burning, death by sword and choking. He sent 
them on their way and released the drunk. 
When Lot went to his two sons-in-law and told them (19:14) 
 Get up and leave‘ – 'קומו צאו מן המקום הזה כי משחית ה' את העיר'
this place, for Hashem is about to destroy the city’ and what was 
their response? 'ויהי כמצחק בעיני חתניו' – ‘But he seemed like a 
jester in the eyes of his sons-in-law, they laughed at him, is this 
the response to someone trying to save them? Since they took 
on an attitude of joking which was characteristic of Sodom, they 
were not saved and they died. We see from this how 
detrimental joking is as it can bring a person to the gates of 
death. 
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 נסיון העקידה ובחינתה לדורות

The Trial of the Akeidah and its Test for Generations 

 In this parsha we read about the trial of the Akeidah. This is the last 
trial and the most difficult one that Avraham had to endure. After 
passing this challenge Avraham clearly proved that his heart was 
complete with his G-d. It is widely-known by authors and seforim 
that these trials that Avraham Avinu endured and surpassed, each 
and every Jew goes through as well and it is Avraham Avinu who 
extended the strength to his descendants after him to be able to 
overcome these challenges. This being the case, it is appropriate to 
understand the point of this trial so that we too will know how to 
overcome a similar trial. Just knowing that we are about to be faced 
by a challenge like this gives us the strength to endure it, for 
through it we recognize the Superior Will at a time like this, and 
through it we know the extent of the satisfaction we are giving to 
our Creator when we stand up mightily against the trial. 
When we take a superficial look at this challenge, it emerges that 
this is a challenge of great devotion. Avraham Avinu did not merit 
having his special son until he was one hundred years old. Year 
after year he anxiously waited to build from this son who would 
continue his legacy to reveal the G-dliness of Yisbarach in the world. 
When he ultimately merited this, Hashem Yisbarach commanded to 
offer him as an Olah-offering, a burnt offering, and the words 
literally meant to lose all that he had attained on the earth, for 
without Yitzchak there would be no continuation of the revelation 
that he had accomplished. This is devotion, that is, to forego all that 
he had attained over the years for the sake of a command from his 
Creator. For that reason alone, he was prepared to let his son die in 
order to fulfill the command of his G-d, as with this too he revealed 
his complete devotion for the sake of the honor of His Name 
Yisbarach. 
Without a doubt this was a severe test, however, when we look 
deeper into the trial several questions arise. First, we must 
understand why this is considered a trial of Avraham Avinu, isn’t 
that righteous man the one to whom HaKadosh Baruch Hu revealed 
Himself, and he saw on his own that there is a ruler in the palace 
and would it enter his mind to rebel against His directive? Hasn’t he 
already shown and proven that he was ready and prepared to go 
through fire and water for the honor of his Creator, even without 
being directed to do so, as he did when he shattered the idols of his 
father without thinking about the danger he was putting himself in? 
Or when he accepted the severe punishment and they threw him 
into the fiery furnace as brought down by Chaza”l, and were it not 
for the angels that cooled the great fire, he would have died for the 
sanctification of Hashem, and if so, then it is incumbent on us to 
understand why this test of devotion is considered the hardest? 
We also have to understand that if this is a test of just devotion, 
then why is it attributed only to Avraham, we can look at it as being 
a harder test of devotion for Yitzchak than for Avraham, for 
Avraham agreed to bind his son, yet Yitzchak agreed to be bound by 
himself, with full cooperation, as Rashi explains on the posuk (22:8) 
 And the two of them went together’ – And even‘ – וילכו שניהם יחדיו
though Yitzchak understood that he was going to be slaughtered, 
the posuk repeats ‘and the two of them went together’ implying, 
with the same enthusiasm. Likewise, Chaza”l bring down that when 
Avraham bound Yitzchak, Yitzchak requested of his father to bind 
him well so that he would not be able to move so that he is not 
made into a treifah, and from the point of view of Yitzchak this was 
a show of greater devotion, and if so, then why is the episode not 
attributed to Yitzchak as well? 
 
 
 

We must also understand why this is so special in regard to the Holy 
Forefathers, that they were prepared with devotion to their 
Creator, did we not see even in the later generations that even 
plain people were willing to be killed for the sanctity of Hashem, 
and this is widespread throughout all of Israel, that every man and 
woman is ready and prepared that if confronted with the trial of 
any of the three cardinal sins they would forfeit their lives? This 
being the case would it then enter your mind that there was a 
worse devotion here and would it enter your mind that something 
that the Torah commands to the least of Israel would be considered 
as a challenge for the Holy Forefathers? 
These things prove that this was not simply devotion here, rather, 
there is an additional point that is being made, something that is on 
a much higher level, and in order to understand it we have to look 
at the words of Avraham when he had doubts regarding the 
Akeidah as Rashi explains (22:12): Rebbe Abba said to HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu: “I will present my case to You. Yesterday, You said to me 
(21:12), ‘’Since through Yitzchak will offspring be considered yours.’ 
And You subsequently said (22:2) ‘Please take your son’. Now You 
say to me, ‘Do not send forth your hand at the lad’. 
With these words Avraham himself demonstrates his difficult trial, 
Avraham said to HaKadosh Baruch Hu, ‘I am ready and prepared to 
fulfill Your will, however, there are many confusions standing in my 
way, and they want to try to turn me away from Your will, and 
although Your words are simple and clear I have to bend my will in 
order to fulfill them, since You said to me, ‘Since through Yitzchak 
will offspring be considered yours’ the Inclination had an opening 
regarding Your second words that were not so clear, and according 
to it the Akeidah was considered a sin, chas v’chalilah, and this trial 
was exceedingly difficult, to act with devotion in this situation, and 
to this HaKadosh Baruch Hu responded, I told you to ‘Offer him as 
an Olah-offering’, but I did not command you to slaughter him, 
however, I concealed my intention from you in order to test you 
and purify your heart. 
In light of these words we understand the greatness of the trial, for 
the truth of the matter is that every mitzvah that the Inclination 
attempts to categorize as a sin is considered a trial. How much 
more so when discussing something that is bound in devotion, 
when the Inclination tried to turn the pot the pot upside down and 
present an illusion of sin in place of a mitzvah, for then the 
challenge is very difficult, for it is not enough for him to become 
close by fulfilling the mitzvah, he also must encounter the secrets of 
his heart that raises doubt that all his effort will be for nothing, 
there is no greater trial than this. 
It is also understood why the trial was not attributed to Yitzchak, for 
it was not stated before him that ‘through Yitzchak will offspring be 
considered yours’ and only Avraham knew of this promise, here he 
was tested with this difficult trial. 
Trials like this face every Jew, for when a person knows what he 
must do, there is nothing to consider, and he is entitled to the 
reward for fulfilling the will of his Creator. However, sometimes the 
Inclination comes and challenges him by saying that this mitzvah 
that he is struggling with is only a sin, and something like this can 
cause the person much aggravation as he suspects that perhaps he 
should turn back and receive reward for not doing the action, but, it 
is then that it is incumbent on him to understand that this thought 
is in the category of the Akeidah and he must continue on his way 
without veering or fear and after completing his mission it will be 
proved to him that this was only a scheme of the Inclination.    
 


