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BE B’KESHER 
Making a Knot for a Need of a Mitzvah on Shabbos 

 

The Berger’s were reaching that long 

awaited milestone: the bar mitzvah for their 

twins, Yossi and Baruch. Yossi was going to lain 

the first half of Parshas 

Trumah while Baruch was 

going to lain the second half. 

That Shabbos was a snowy 

week. The boys from both 

Yossi and Baruch's classes 

were invited to stay for the 

Shabbos seudah at the 

Berger home.  

Mrs. Berger made all the 

arrangements; finding 

places for the classmates 

that live far away, cooking the food, buying the 

twins hats and suits and so much more. After 

all was planned, she realized that one 

important detail still needed to be taken care 

of. “I don't have enough refrigerator space for 

the food of the day seudah. If I would leave all 

the delicacies in the backyard, we would be 

feeding the local wildlife instead of our many 

guests?” pondered Mrs. Berger.  

“Ah! I have an idea,” suggested Rabbi 

Berger. “We can put the food in a suitcase 

raised by a hovering drone opposite the 

kitchen window. Then on Shabbos day, when 

you need the food, you can open the window, 

and take it from the suitcase (Even though the 

drone is muktzah, it is permitted to be moved 

indirectly for the purpose of 

the heter item – the food, 

Mishnah Brurah 308:19).”  

“Wow! What an 

innovative idea,” 

commented Mrs. Berger. 

On Erev Shabbos, Rabbi 

Berger set up a heavy duty 

drone to hold the suitcase 

carrying the food.   

Shabbos morning before 

davening, the boys awoke bright and early. As 

they walked into the kitchen, they were 

greeted by their worried mother. “This morning 

I opened the shade to the window where the 

suitcase was supposed to be hovering. To my 

astonishment it was gone,” exclaimed Mrs. 

Berger with tears in her eyes.     

Baruch ran immediately to the window 

where the suitcase was last seen. He stuck his 

head out the window and looked up. “Just like I 

thought, the suitcase is right there, above the 

window. It seems that the drone raised the 

suitcase very slowly throughout the night. I 
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have no idea though, how to get the suitcase 

down, since it is out of reach.” 

“To use this fishing rod is not a plan, since 

its hook is too light to throw and too weak to 

pull the suitcase down,” pointed out Yossi.    

  

A fishing rod is muktzah, because it is a 

utensil used for the issur of trapping. Utilizing it 

for a permitted purpose is allowed (Shulchon 

Aruch OC 308:3).  

Regarding making knots on 

Shabbos there are two aspects that 

need to be considered. 1) How long 

the knot was meant to last and 2) is 

it a skillful knot that generally a 

professional makes in his specialty 

job. To make a professional knot 

on Shabbos which is meant to last 

forever, is chayiv from the Torah. If 

it is a professional knot that is 

meant to last less than 24 hours it is 

prohibited only from the rabbonon (Shulchon 

Aruch OC 317:1, Mishnah Brurah’s introduction 

to simon 317). The Rema says to be stringent 

on any double knot to consider it a 

professional knot (Rema 317:1). 

Some rishonim say you could make a knot 

that is rabbinically prohibited for the purpose 

of a mitzvah [Rambam, and Tur]. Others say you 

are not allowed [Rashi, Tosfos, and Bartanurah] 

(Mishnah Brurah 317:13 from Beis Meir). Even 

for the sake of a mitzvah, the preferred method 

is to make 1) a non-professional knot 2) that is 

meant to last less than 24 hours (Mishnah 

Brurah 317:12). However if the mitzvah can’t be 

accomplished without making a professional 

knot, it is permitted to be lenient on the Rema’s 

stringency to make a double knot (Ayil 

Mishulash perek 7 6:9 footnote 41).  

“I have a solution which will enable us to 

catch the runaway suitcase containing the 

main course,” suggested Yehoshua. “We can tie 

a 'mommy hook' (The common hook gadget 

found on carriages nowadays.) onto the string 

of a fishing rod. Then we can throw it to catch 

the side handle of the suitcase and reel it 

down." 

 

 

 

Can you make a double knot (a twist 
over a twist) on the string of the 

fishing rod, for the mitzvah of having 

food that is a necessity for Shabbos? 
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