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Parashas Vaeschanan and Shabbos Nachamu 

 

 

 

Harav Hagaon Elimelech Reznik  Shlit”a 

 

 

This week’s parashah begins with Moshe Rabbeinu’s tefillah to enter Eretz Yisrael, from 

which the meforshim derive certain halachos about tefillah. Specifically, the Ohr 

Hachaim writes that something about tefillah can be learned from each word in the 

passuk:  ָבֵעת ַהִהוא ֵלאמֹר ’הָוֶאְתַחנַן ֶאל . For instance, we are supposed to ask Hashem not 

because we deserve it, but rather in a beseeching manner; that there is a certain time that 

is an eis ratzon; and that tefillah has to be specific and the meaning of the words must be 

clear.  

  

’’Moshe Rabbeinu davened 515 tefillos to enter Eretz Yisrael.The Pnei Yehoshua in 

Berachos calculates that the 515 tefillos took place from Tu B’Av until 7 Adar, when 

Moshe passed away. If you figure three tefillos a day, subtracting the Shabbosim of that 

period because we don’t ask for specific things on Shabbos, the total number of tefillos 

comes to 515.  

 

What’s not clear is whether each tefillah of the 515 tefillos was unique, or whether he 

said the same tefillah again and again; it’s very possible that it was the same tefillah 515 

times.  

 

Nevertheless, this does not mean that tefillos were identical.Someone once approached 

the Chasam Sofer and complained that he feels he’s davening the same tefillah again and 

again. “What should I do to get a hischadshus in tefillah?” he asked.  

 

The Chasam Sofer replied that he never had this problem, because he never said the same 

tefillah twice.Every single tefillah is different; it might be the same words, but there’s 

always a different kavanah, a different feeling of kirvas Elokim.  

 



 

2 

 

Moshe Rabbeinu’s Emunah Plea 

What was Moshe Rabbeinu’s tefillah? He told Hashem:  

 

ל ַבָשַמיִם ּוָבָאֶרץ ֲאֶשר יֲַעֶשה ְכַמֲעֶשיָך קֵ ת יְָדָך ַהֲחזָָקה ֲאֶשר ִמי ַהִחּלֹוָת ְלַהְראֹות ֶאת ַעְבְדָך ֶאת ָגְדְלָך ְואֶ ַאָתה 

 .ַהְּלָבנֹןֶאְעְבָרה נָא ְוֶאְרֶאה ֶאת ָהָאֶרץ ַהּטֹוָבה ֲאֶשר ְבֵעֶבר ַהיְַרֵדן ָהָהר ַהּטֹוב ַהזֶה וְ  .ְוִכגְבּורֶֹתָך

 

What is the connection between the praise that Moshe Rabbeinu begins his tefillah with, 

and his actual request? If Moshe Rabbeinu wants to enter Eretz Yisrael, his praise of 

Hakadosh Baruch Hu should be something that will give him that zechus. So why does he 

start off speaking about the gadlus and strong hand of Hakadosh Baruch Hu?  

 

Rabbeinu Bachaye offers several approaches to answer this question. One of them is that 

 refers to Mattan Torah; Moshe Rabbeinu was saying, “Hakadosh ֶאת ָגְדְלָך ְוֶאת יְָדָך ַהֲחזָָקה

Baruch Hu, You gave the Torah through me, and considering that the primary fulfillment 

of the Torah is in Eretz Yisrael, I want to be able to enter Eretz Yisrael and fulfill the 

Torah properly.”  

 

Moshe Rabbeinu was asking that since המתחיל במצוה אומרים לו גמור, he should have the 

zechus to finish off his receptoin of the Torah on behalf of Klal Yisrael  by leading into 

Eretz Yisrael.  

 

Indeed, Chazal teach that Moshe’s intention in requesting to enter Eretz Yisrael was in 

order to fulfill the mitzvos.  

 

I would like to suggest an additional explanation, which has basis in one of Rabbeinu 

Bachaye’s approaches. Moshe Rabbeinu was telling Hashem, “You showed me Your 

strong hand during Yetzias Mitzrayim and Krias Yam Suf, and in the miracles that 

happened in the Midbar – the mann, the be’er, the ananei hakavod. Most recently, we 

experienced the war of Sichon and Og. Please, let me go further and complete the picture 

of emunah by experiencing the miracles of entering Eretz Yisrael.”  

 

It might sound surprising that Moshe Rabbeinu wanted to have greater clarity in emunah 

by seeing the Yad Hashem. But that’s what the Rishonim say. Specifically, the Ramban 

says in Shemos that the reason Hakadosh Baruch Hu performed nissim for Moshe 

Rabbeinu before he did them for Bnei Yisrael – the nes of the stick turning into a snake 

and Moshe’s hand turning white – was to give Moshe Rabbeinu himself a chizuk in 

emunah and show him that the Eibishter is the Kol Yachol.  

 

Moshe Rabbeinu says to the Eibishter, “I’m in middle of learning about emunah – I 

already took courses 101 and 102 – Yetzias Mitzrayim through the Makkos and the 

Midbar – but there’s more! ָך ַאָתה ַהִחּלֹוָת ְלַהְראֹות ֶאת ַעְבדְ   – You started to show me Your 

nissim, but I’m only at the beginning. I have so much more growing to do, and I can only 

do that in Olam Hazeh.”   

 

In this regard, Moshe Rabbeinu was no different from any other Yid. Moshe Rabbeinu 

was saying, in effect, “I’m in middle of shteiging; I’m holding in middle of the sugya. I 
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saw the Rashi, I saw the Tosafos, but there’s a  Rashba! Please let me see the Rashba 

before I leave this world.”  

 

The Next Stage of Growth 

A person is here in Olam Hazeh to grow and to shteig. The Gemara (Niddah 30b) says 

that before a baby is born, he has to make a promise: ואפילו כל העולם  ,תהי צדיק ואל תהי רשע

 Even if the whole world says you’re a tzaddik, you .כולו אומרים לך צדיק אתה היה בעיניך כרשע

should consider yourself a rasha.  

 

What is the meaning of this Gemara? A person is not supposed to view himself as a 

rasha, chas v’shalom. Rather, it means that if a person achieved success in some area, 

whether Torah learning, chessed, or otherwise, he should not view himself as a finished 

product. When a person is looked up to by his peers or people in the community, and 

people pat him on the back as if to say, “Wow, he made it, we wish we could be like 

him,” he should tell himself, “I didn’t make it yet. I have a lot of growing to do, and I 

have a long way to go – I’m still at the beginning.”  

 

If a person feels that he’s finished, that he made it, that he has nothing left to do, then 

why is he here in Olam Hazeh? Hakadosh Baruch Hu keeps us here and sends us 

nisyonos every single day’ so that we should grow and shteig.  

 

When a famed philanthropist lost his money, Rav Shach was asked, “How could this 

happen? How could such a baal tzedakah lose all his money?” 

 

Rav Shach replied that Hashem gave this person wealth as a nisayon, and now that he 

passed the nisayon with flying colors, he’s ready for the next nisayon – that of losing his 

money.  

 

Every day of Olam Hazeh brings with it new nisyonos, new opportunities to shteig and 

accomplish. That’s what we’re here for, and that was Moshe Rabbeinu’s tefillah: 

“Hashem, I have more growing to do.” 

 

 

Commemorating the Geulah 

Shabbos Nachamu is a time of simchah. The Maharil mentions this, as does the Yosif 

Ometz; I actually saw that Shabbos Nachamu is somewhat similar to a Yom Tov.  

 

Shabbos Nachamu isn’t just something created by camps, nor is it merely an outbreak of 

relieved celebration after the restrictions of the Three Weeks. It’s much more than that; 

there’s a real simchah. The question is, why the simchah? Moshiach is not here yet, and 

we’re still in galus. Nothing changed!  

 

The Kol Bo writes that even though it is forbidden to wash oneself on Tisha B’Av, there 

was an ancient minhag for women to wash their heads after chatzos on Tisha B’Av.  
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What was the basis of this practice? There’s a tradition that Moshiach is born on Tisha 

B’Av, so after the deep aveilus of the first half of Tisha B’Av, these women were 

mechazek their emunah in Moshiach’s arrival – albeit through an erroneous action.  

 

Just as we commemorate the Churban Beis Hamikdash, adds the Kol Bo, we also 

commemorate the Geulah. Granted, Moshiach didn’t come yet, but we sat on the floor 

and mourned, we cried with the Kinnos – and that accomplished something. Moshiach is 

closer now than he was before. 

 

We look back at last week, and we wonder, Mah Nishtanah? Why is this week different 

from last week? But there’s a big difference. Every krechtz, every tear, brings Moshiach 

closer, so we have to believe that after the aveilus of the Three Weeks and Tisha B’Av, 

Moshiach is a step closer.  

 

The Shelah in Taanis says that we’re not allowed to mourn or cry for the Beis Hamikdash 

on Shabbos, because that is actually building the Beis Hamikdash, and  אין בנין בית המקדש

  .דוחה שבת

 

The simchah of Shabbos Nachamu is the knowledge that our tefillos and our aveilus 

accomplished something. May Hashem bring us a true nechamah במהרה בימינו אמן.  

 

 

 

 


