
 Volume 18 – Issue 50                                                                          Parshas Ki Savo 5776 W‰EwT LWLA A‰K AWBT YK ÂP  

  
   A publication dedicated to Harbotzas Torah 

 
Zmanim for TBwTBwTBwTBw    
Wesley Hills, NY 

6:32   -            TWRN TQLDH 
6:50   -                                     HEYQw 
9:06   -                             A‰M w‰QZ 
9:46   -                           A‰RG w‰QZ 
10:47  -                HLYPT IMZ FWS 
6:49   -                          –         HEYQw 
7:30  -                    OYBKWKH TAC 
8:02  -                                     72 TAC 

Times courtesy of MyZmanim.com 

Now You Know 
The curses in this Parsha are not 

simply punishments. They are 

intended to bring one back to 

HaShem, as evidenced by the 

change in the order of punishments 

versus blessings.  The blessings 

start with greater ones, while the 
curses start with lesser ones. 

In Michtav M’Eliezer, R’ Dessler z”l 

writes about the purpose of 

yissurim, suffering.  He says that 

there is actually no purpose to 

suffering in and of itself.  Rather, it 
brings us to tefila, prayer.   

Were we to daven without the 

suffering and pain, there would be 

no need to bring it upon us.   

He quotes Chazal that the reason 

the Avos/Forefathers did not have 

children was so they would daven, 

because HaShem desires the tefilos 
of tzaddikim.   

We have so much suffering in the 

world today, one can only assume 

that we don’t daven enough, or with 
enough concentration.   

If we strengthen ourselves in prayer 

during the time of Elul and the 

Yomim Nora’im, we will undoubtedly 

be blessed with a sweet new year, 

with no additional suffering 
necessary. 

 Thought of the week: 

Don’t focus on the things 
you didn’t get after praying. 
Think of the countless things 
G-d gave you without your 
even asking. 

  (AY:WK OYRBD) „.VBRQB RwA RGHW YWLHW HTA VTYBLW VQLA ÂH VL ITN RwA BWUH LKB TXMwW‰ 
“And you shall be happy with all the good that the L-rd your G-d gave you 
and your family; you and the Levi and the stranger in your midst.”  (Deut. 26:11) 

Ki Savo begins with the mitzvah of Bikkurim, bringing the first fruits up to the Bais 
HaMikdash. When doing so, the person would read a special declaration of appreciation. 
Rashi comments that this declaration could only be read at a “time of simcha,” from 
Shavuos to Sukkos. After that, the person would bring the first fruits but not read the 
declaration. 

The Baal HaTurim comments that this verse is followed by “When you finishing tithing in 
the third year and you shall give it to…” because it is due to the tithes that one comes to 
enjoy all the good, as the Gemara explains, “tithe so that you become rich.” 

There is a connection between these two ideas which is striking. What is so special about 
the time of Shavuos to Sukkos that it is a joyful time? Perhaps we can suggest that this is 
the time when the crops grow and flourish on their own. As time goes on, the farmer sees, 
as the Rashbam comments here, “It is not by my hand that this was done, but by Your 
kindness have I merited it.” 

He begins to think about the fact that though he put in effort at the beginning, during this 
time he can see the bounty of HaShem through the natural growth period. This thought 
process makes him begin to appreciate what he has been given, and that is true wealth as 
it says in Pirkei Avos, “Who is wealthy? The one who is happy with his lot.” 

When one recognizes what HaShem does for him out of generosity, he feels cared for and 
is more readily willing to share his bounty with others. Then, when he gives his tithes, he 
feels satisfaction in properly using HaShem’s gifts. HaShem was kind to him and he gladly 
passes this on to others, emulating HaShem. 

So what of the Gemara’s comment that one who tithes becomes rich? The Alshich writes 
that HaShem has a “minhag,” a custom. When a person appreciates something, HaShem 
gives him more of it. The wealth that comes from tithing is not from the mere act of 
separating a tenth of his produce, but rather from the appreciation of beneficence which he 
has received. It is this appreciation that facilitates the tithe and when one gives maaser out 
of gratitude for HaShem’s limitless grace, HaShem, as is His custom, grants him more. 

The message to take with us as we approach Rosh HaShana, when we will ask G-d for a 
sweet new year, is that the more we take the time to reflect on all HaShem does for us on a 
constant basis, the more good we will have to appreciate. 

A person collecting for a Yeshiva had a fellow who had given him a generous donation the 
previous year. When he came to town again, he visited the home where he’d been treated well. 

Upon arriving, he reminded the fellow of their previous conversation and asked if he could help 
the Yeshiva once again. The donor said, “I’m happy to contribute, but you must understand that 
this year was a much more difficult year in my business. I couldn’t possibly give you what I gave 
you last year.” The collector nodded in understanding. 

The man wrote a check, folded it, and gave it to the meshulach. Not being crass enough to look 
at it in the donor’s presence, he thanked him and left. When he looked at the check later, he 
couldn’t believe his eyes. It was a HIGHER amount! 

He went back and asked for an explanation. The man said with a smile: “I gave you a donation 
last year, but business was tough. Clearly, I needed to give more tzedaka to fulfill HaShem’s 
desire from me. Therefore, how could I possibly give you just what I’d given last year?” 
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Sponsored by  

Larry & Chavi Stern  
of Woodmere, NY 

in honor of the engagement of our 

son Mo to Miriam Herskowitz 
of Kew Gardens Hills. 

Welcome to the family and may you 

build a Bayis Ne'eman B'Yisrael! 

When it just feels 
right… 

Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 
Ohr with others. 

  You’ll be glad you did.   
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