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Yisro 5777- Bygones 
 

 In this week’s parsha we learn the reasons for the names that Moshe Rabainu 

had given his two sons Gershom & Eliezer. Regarding Gershom, the Torah says 

“Ki amar ki ger hayisi b’eretz nachriya” - “For he (Moshe) had said, "I was a alien 

in a foreign land" (Shemos, 18:3)”. The Ibn Ezra adds that Gershom is made up of 

two words ger (alien) & sham (there). In other words, Moshe is reminding himself 

of the fact that his son was born whilst in exile, hence, Gersham - an alien there. 

The problem, however, is that Moshe gave his son this name whilst still in exile, so 

shouldn’t he have named him Gerpoh - an alien here? 
 Perhaps we can suggest that Moshe is teaching Bnai Yisrael throughout the 

ages an important lesson in how to view difficulties. Yes, he and his fledgling family 

were stuck in a situation of severe galus-exile. It doesn’t get much more difficult 

and distressing than that. That being said, a Yid must have bitachon-trust- in 

Hashem. And that trust should be of the level that every hardship, though in the 

dimension of time may be a poh, of the now & here variety, in the psyche of a Yid 

it should be viewed as a sham. It has happened, it’s not relevant any more, it’s 

clearly in the rear-view mirror, so let’s move on. 

 [For what it’s worth, the difference in numerical value from 85-פה to 340-שם 

is 255. I remember reading a while back during the recent elections for the President 

of U.S.A., the candidate who all the polls and pundits assured us would win was 

Mrs. Hillary Rodham Clinton. She at the time was linked to the number 255. You 

see, all three of her names when spelled in Hebrew a) Hillary הילרי, b) Rodham 

 each have a gematria of 255. At the time the ,קלינטון and c) Clinton ,רודהם

significance was mystifying. But now, the reason is oh so apparent. When everyone 

said she would assuredly be פה for 4 years, Hashem had other plans, and she quickly 

became a שם.] 

Have a great Shabbos, 
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