
 

PARSHAS MASEI 

JOURNEYS

Excerpt from Torah Wellsprings by R. Elimelech Biderman. 

Parshas Masei begins, "These are the travels of the Bnei 

Yisroel…" and proceeds to list the forty-two 

encampments of the Jewish nation as they sojourned 

through the desert. The Baal Shem Tov zt"l said that 

every Yid, in his lifetime, will travel forty-two times 

too. These travels don't necessarily mean moving from 

one place to the other or from one country to the next. 

In its simplest term, it means that everyone 

experiences forty-two different situations in his 

lifetime. There are years when things are going quite 

well, and there are years with hardships, there are 

wealthy years and poorer years, times when one is 

single, times when one is married, etc. A person goes 

through forty-two situations in life, similar to the 

Yidden who had forty-two stations as they travelled 

through the desert. It is essential that we remember 

that each station and situation in life is destined by 

Hashem. Where a person lives or moves to, and the 

circumstances he is confronted with, are all planned 

by Hashem.  

One of the first stops in the desert was in Marah. The 

Torah says, "They weren't able to drink the waters of 

Marah because they were bitter and that is the reason 

the place is called Marah" (Shmos 15:23). They didn’t 

come there by chance or by accident. Hashem could 

have brought them to a different area where there was 

drinkable water. But Hashem wanted them to have this 

test. Everything is planned out. Afterwards, they went 

to Eilim. The Torah says, "In Eilim, there were twelve 

springs and seventy date palms, and they encamped 

there" (Bamidbar 23:9). This was also not by chance. 

There were stops in the dessert where there was no 

water at all and there were stops where they had 

plenty.  

Each of the forty-two stops had their own individual 

tests, challenges, and characteristic and none of them 

just happened by chance; everything occurred exactly 

as Hashem planned it. As we sojourn through our 

forty-two stations in life, we must also remember that 

everything is planned out exactly as Hashem desires 

it. Nothing happens by accident. 

What is the translation of מקרה? Most people will say 

that it is when something just happens by chance, 

accident, coincidence. This is a valid translation, but 

there is another translation to מקרה. In this week's 

parshah, it says,  ְוִהְקִריֶתם ָלֶכם ָעִרים ָעֵרי ִמְקָלט ִתְהֶייָנה ָלֶכם ְוָנס

 You shall designate cities for" ָשָמה ֹרֵצַח ַמֵכה ֶנֶפש ִבְשָגָגה

yourselves; they shall be cities of refuge for you, and a 

murderer who killed a person unintentionally shall 

flee there" (35:11). ִהְקִריֶתם comes from the word מקרה. 

Rashi writes, " ִהְקִריֶתם  means to prepare (לשון הזמנה)…" 

The possuk is telling the nation that when they come 

to Eretz Yisrael, they should prepare arei miklat.  

Similarly, in parshas Toldos, when Yitzchak asked 

Yaakov, "How did you [catch this deer] so quickly?" 

Yaakov replied, ַויֹאֶמר ִכי ִהְקָרה ה' ֱאֹלֶקיָך ְלָפָני, "Hashem 

your G-d prepared it for me" (Bereishis 27:20).  

The two translations of מקרה are exact opposites. On 

one hand, it means happenstance, and yet it also 

means something planned and prepared in advance. 

This is to remind us that even those matters that 

appear to happen by chance, by nature, by 

coincidence, were planned and prepared by Hashem, 

because ultimately nothing happens by chance. 

Everything is prepared from Above.  

Hashem is Sending You…  

It is written beginning of parshas Masei ה ֶאת ב ֹמֶשֶׁ֜  ַוִיְכֹתֹּ֨

י  ם ַעל־ִפִּ֣ ם ְלַמְסֵעיֶהֶ֖ ם ה'מֹוָצֵאיֶהֶ֛ ם ְלמֹוָצֵאיֶהֶֽ ֶלה ַמְסֵעיֶהֶ֖ ְוֵאֵ֥ . Notice 

that the order of the words ם ם - מֹוָצֵאיֶהֶ֛ ַמְסֵעיֶהֶ֖  are 

reversed in this possuk. We can explain this by 

translating ם  .to mean happenings, occurrences  מֹוָצֵאיֶהֶ֛

This is how the word is translated in Yehoshua, as it 

says,  ַע ִבן נּון בּו ְשֵני ָהֲאָנִשים ַוֵיְרדּו ֵמָהָהר ַוַיַעְברּו ַוָיֹבאּו ֶאל ְיהֹושֻׁ ַוָישֻׁ

 …The two men [spies]" ַוְיַסְפרּו לֹו ֵאת ָכל ַהֹמְצאֹות אֹוָתם

returned to Yehoshua and they told him everything 

that happened to them" (2:23). Therefore, we can 

understand our possuk above as saying, ה ֶאת ב ֹמֶשֶׁ֜  ַוִיְכֹתֹּ֨

ם ם ְלַמְסֵעיֶהֶ֖  people think that what happens to :מֹוָצֵאיֶהֶ֛

them is the result of their travels, when actually,  ֶלה ְוֵאֵ֥

ם ם ְלמֹוָצֵאיֶהֶֽ  they traveled there, because this ,ַמְסֵעיֶהֶ֖

needed to happen. It's not that they didn’t have water 

to drink since they were in Marah. Rather, because it 
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was decreed that they shouldn’t have water, therefore 

they were brought to Marah.  

Homiletically we can explain that מקרה spells 'רק מה only 

from Hashem, because even those matters that appear 

like chance are only from Hashem. It is written, אמר כי 

הוא טהור בלתי מקרה  (Shmuel I 20:26). The Mishnas 

Chachamim explains that when one says that 

something was a מקרה, that it just happened by chance, 

 he isn't pure. A Yid must know that even בלתי טהור הוא

those matters that appear accidental were also planned 

by Hashem. 

*     *     * 

Reb Eliyahu Meir Bloch zt'l, was the rosh yeshiva of 

Telz between WWI and WWII. These were difficult 

years, when Torah observance suddenly plummeted. 

Reb Bloch saw the chilul Shabbos and the sharp 

decline in Torah observance in that era and he did 

whatever he could to prevent it. At a demonstration 

against chilul Shabbos, Reb Eliyahu Meir Bloch 

actually smacked one man who kept his store open on 

Shabbos. This man was very shamed, and waited for 

an opportunity to take revenge. He eventually entered 

politics and was appointed to a high governmental 

position. Reb Bloch feared this man would take 

revenge on him. Now that he was a high ranking 

official, he had the capabilities. So Reb Eliyahu Meir 

Bloch and his family fled to America. They came to 

Cleveland and Reb Eliyahu Meir opened the Telz 

Yeshiva of Cleveland.  

At the chanukas habayis of the yeshiva, Reb Eliyahu 

Meir spoke, and he explained that at first, he was upset 

that he and his family needed to run away from the 

bastion of Torah of Telz and come to America. But 

looking back, he saw that Hashem saved his life. His 

entire family, and almost all members of the yeshiva, 

perished in the Holocaust. He and his family were 

from the few people who survived. His problem 

became his salvation. He had to run away, and this 

saved his life.  

Reb Bloch said: The Navi tells us that Yonoson told 

Dovid to hide in a cave. He would shoot arrows and 

have his lad (servant) fetch them. If Yonoson would 

tell the lad, "Come towards me, because the arrow isn't 

so far away," this would be Dovid's sign that he can 

return home. But if Yonoson will say to the lad, "Go 

further out, because the arrow is far away," this would 

indicate to Dovid that he should run away, because 

Shaul wanted to kill him. The words that Yonoson told 

Dovid were,  ָך ָוָהְלָאה ֵלְך ִכי ְוִאם ֹכה ֹאַמר ָלֶעֶלם ִהֵנה ַהִחִצים ִמְמ

'ִשַלֲחָך ה , "And if I will say to the lad, 'the arrows are 

further away,' leave, leave because Hashem is sending 

you" (Shmuel I 20:22). Notice that Yonoson didn’t say, 

"Go, because my father Shaul wants to kill you"; rather 

he said, "Go, because Hashem is sending you." Because 

Yonoson and Dovid understood that even if he has to 

run away from Shaul, it was Hashem sending him. Reb 

Eliyahu Meir Bloch explained that he fled from Telz 

because he was afraid of a government official. Really 

it was Hashem sending him, so that he could open a 

Telz Yeshiva in Cleveland, Ohio and disseminate 

Torah in America. 

Rebbe Dovid of Lelov taught that in the present, we 

don’t always understand why we must pass through 

forty-two masa'os (travels) trials and tribulations. But 

when Moshiach will come, we will discover the 

purpose of everything that happened to us in exile. 

Then we will see how everything was for our benefit. 

Even in this world, when we look back we can often 

understand some of the gains that we earned from the 

hardships that we went through. Hashem told Moshe, 

 You will see My back, but you" וראית את אחרי ופני לא יראו

will not see My face" (Shmos 33:23). The Chasam Sofer 

explains that at first, one doesn’t understand why he 

must go through hardships. But when he looks back he 

sees what he gained from those situations. 

Wishing Everyone A Gut Shabbos! 
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