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THE GRATITUDE ATTITUDE 
Bamidbar 23:36 “ ,'שבעת ימים תקריבו אשה לד

 ”ביום השמיני מקרא קדש יהיה לכם

“For a seven day period you shall offer a fire-
offering to Hashem, on the eighth day there shall be a holy 
convocation for you.”  There is the Yom Tov of Sukkos for seven 
days, which is followed by another Yom Tov called Shemini Atzeres.   
We go straight from the Yom Tov of Sukkos, into the Yom Tov of 
Shemini Atzeres.  What is the connection between the two Yomim 
Tovim?  Part of the Yom Tov of Shemini Atzeres is Simchas Torah.  If 
we already have Shavuos, the day we received the Torah Hakdosha, 
then why is it necessary to have another Yom Tov to celebrate the 
Torah?   

 The Tur in Orach Chaim 417 says, “ דכתיב , סוכות כנגד יעקב

ולמקנהו עשה סוכות( ז"י:ג"בראשית ל) ” – “The Yom Tov of Sukkos is 
K’neged Yaakov Avinu, as it says in the Posuk , ‘For his livestock he 
made shelters’.”   The three Avos represent Pesach, Shavuos, and 
Sukkos – but who represents the Yom Tov of Shemini Atzeres?  The 
Ohr Gedalyahu says - “ שמיני עצרת , אבות' רגלים הם כנגד הג' כמו הג

 The Sholosh Regalim are K’neged the“ – ”הוא כוחו של יוסף הצדיק
Shlosha Avos, and Shemini Atzeres is from the Koach of Yosef 
Hatzaddik.   

י"רש   – Bereishis 39:11 “ ויהי כהיום הזה ויבא הביתה לעשות

 There was an opportune day when he (Yosef) entered the“ -”מלאכתו
house to do his work.”  Yosef had intended to sin with the wife of 
Potifar.  Gemara in Sotah 37 that says that Yosef saw the “ דמות

אביו דיוקנו של ”, the image of his father, and that helped him 
withstand the Nisoyon and not sin with the wife of Potifar.   

 Bereishis 39:9 – “ ואיך אעשה הרעה הגדולה הזאת וחטאתי

 How can I perpetrate this great evil (against your“ – ”לאלקים
husband who was so good to me) and have sinned against 
Hashem?”  Yosef told the wife of Potifar that he cannot sin with her 
because her husband was always good to him, and because it is an 
Aveirah against G-d. 

 Yaakov built Sukkos (huts) for - ”ולמקנהו עשה סוכות“ 33:17 
his cattle, and because of that, he called the name of the place 
“Sukkos.”  What was so monumental about building these huts that 
the place should have the name “Sukkos?”  Yaakov was the first to 
built huts, “Sukkos”, for animals.  Until this point, animals were 
always kept outside without any protection.  Yaakov invented barns 
for animals; therefore he called the place “Sukkos.” (אור החיים) 

 What are we supposed to learn from the holy Yaakov 
Avinu being the first person to make barns?  Yaakov was a Makir 
Tov.  Yaakov realized that he was not self sufficient.  Hakodosh 
Boruch Hu created a world in which no individual is completely self-
sufficient.  If someone receives a favor from someone, he is 
supposed to show his gratitude.  Moshe Rabbeinu didn’t want to hit 
the water (to initiate some of the Makkos that Hashem inflicted on 
the Egyptians) because the water had saved him.  The water doesn’t 
feel pain.  How was Moshe showing Hakoras Hatov when the water 
was not receiving any benefit?  The answer is that the Midah of 
Hakoras Hatov is for the benefit of the one who has to show 
Hakoras Hatov.  The recipient is not the sole beneficiary of Hakoras 
Hatov.  A person needs to show himself that he is not self sufficient.  
Not hitting the water was showing Moshe that he was the 
beneficiary of the favor.  Hakodosh Boruch Hu told Moshe Rabbeinu 
to go fight Midyan, and Moshe sent Pinchos.  If Hashem told Moshe 
to do it, how could he send Pinchos?  After Moshe killed the Mitzri, 
Midyan kept him safe.  Moshe knew that Hashem wanted him to 
have Hakoras Hatov, and he obviously couldn’t go fight himself, so 
he sent someone in his stead.  Yaakov called the place “Sukkos”.  He 
wanted his children to know how important the Midah of Hakoras 
Hatov is.  He got rich from the animals.  Of course it wasn’t the 

animals that made him rich, rather it was Hakodosh Boruch Hu.  This 
was just a reminder.   
 Perhaps with this understanding we can explain why Yosef 
Hatzaddik seeing the image of his father helped him withstand his 
Nisoyon.  Yosef saw the “Demus Deyukno” of his father.  The Midah 
of his father is Emes – truth.  What comes along with the Midah of 
Emes is Hakoras Hatov.  Yaakov taught his children that they must 
always show Hakoras Hatov.  Yosef told the wife of Potifar that he 
was not able to sin because that would be showing a lack of Hakoras 
Hatov.  Certainly Yosef did not want to sin against the Ribbono Shel 
Olam, but what the wife of Potifar should easily understand is that 
he was not able to do something which would go against his 
Hakoras Hatov. 
 Bamidbar 23:36 “ ביום השמיני ', שבעת ימים תקריבו אשה לד

 The Yom Tov of Sukkos is to commemorate – ”מקרא קדש יהיה לכם
the Ananei Hakovod which protected Klal Yisroel in the Midbar.  
Why don’t we have a Yom Tov to commemorate the מן and water 
which Klal Yisroel had in the Midbar?  Klal Yisroel could not have 
survived without מן and water.  However, the Ananei Hakovod was 
“extra”, not necessary, and therefore we have a Yom Tov to thank 
Hakodosh Boruch Hu for it.  (מביט) 
 The Dubno Maggid explains in his Sefer Ohel Yaakov why 
Simchas Torah is not on the Yom Tov of Kabbalas Hatorah – the Yom 
Tov of Shavuos. He gives a Moshol to explain. There was king who 
wanted to marry off his daughter.  However, he did not allow any of 
the prospective suitors to meet his daughter, the princess, before 
they would be married.  The king found a prince willing to marry his 
daughter with this condition.  The prince came to the wedding, and 
met his wife for the first time at the wedding. A few months later 
the prince requested of the king to make him and his wife a grand 
gala affair.  The prince explained that although when he married the 
princess there was a great feast, he did not know her then.  He did 
not appreciate her, and was not cognizant of the treasure he was 
blessed with.  After spending time with his wife, he realized her 
value, and now wanted to have a gala affair to celebrate the 
treasure that he understood he had gotten.  With this Moshol we 
can understand the difference between Shavuos and Simchas Torah.  
Shavuos is the day that Klal Yisroel were Zoche to receive the Torah 
Hakdosha.  They did not know the treasure that they were blessed 
with.  Months later, after recognizing the greatness and infinite 
treasure of the Torah Hakdosha, there is Simchas Torah.  

 Now we can understand why Shemini Atzeres follows 
Sukkos.  Yaakov Avinu represents the Yom Tov of Sukkos.  Yaakov 
Avinu had the Midah of Hakoras Hatov.  On Sukkos, we must have 
Hakoras Hatov to the Ribbono Shel Olam for taking us out of 
Mitzrayim, en-route to giving us the Torah Hakdosha.  Not only did 
He provide us with basic necessities, He went above and beyond and 
provided us with the Ananei Hakovod.  For this we must 
demonstrate Hakoras Hatov.  

The Yom Tov of Shemini Atzeres follows, and continues, 
the Yom Tov of Sukkos.  Yosef Hatzaddik represents the Yom Tov of 
Shemini Atzeres.  Yosef took the Midah of Hakoras Hatov and used it 
to overcome his Nisoyon.  The Yom Tov of Simchas Torah/Shemini 
Atzeres, is a Yom Tov when we express our Hakoras Hatov to the 
Ribbono Shel Olam for the greatest treasure in the world, the Torah 
Hakdosha.  While on Shavuos we received the Torah, Simchas Torah 
is a time when we must appreciate the Torah.  The more one learns 
the Torah Hakdosha, the more he realizes the great treasure that 
the Torah is, and therefore he can achieve a greater level of Hakoras 
Hatov.  Every year we must try to accomplish more in our toiling of 
the Torah Hakdosha.  This way, each year on Simchas Torah, we will 
have a higher level of Hakoras Hatov for it.  May we be Zoche to 
have a true Kinyan in the Torah Hakdosha! 


