
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

בלקפרשת   – “BELIEF VERSES LOGIC” 

 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

ְלָעם֙ ַוָיָָּ֤קם ֶֹּ֔קר בִּ ֵֶּ֖לְךוכו'  ַבב  ֵ֥י ַוי  ם־ָשר  ב עִּ ָאָֽ )כב' כא'( מו   
 

Bilam got up in the morning and he went with the officers of Moav 
 

Bilam joined Bolok’s men to go and curse Klal Yisroel. This was despite Hashem’s clear 
warning that Bilam was not going to manage to curse Klal Yisroel and he will only say 
the words that Hashem will put into his mouth. 

Rashi comments that Bilam thought to himself, “I’ll go anyway because I’ll manage to 
convince Hashem and then He’ll agree for me to curse Klal Yisroel.” 

This is very strange. After all, Bilam was a Novi- he ought to have known that you can’t 
avoid Hashem’s word. He even said it himself earlier in the Parsha, “  א אוכל לעבור את פיל
'ה  I cannot go against the word of Hashem.” So how could he now think that he will 
manage to convince Hashem to allow him to curse Klal Yisroel? 

Rav Chaim Brisker once said the following Moshol to explain the difference between 
Moshe Rabeynu and Bilam. 

Imagine there were two countries that were meeting to negotiate on a mutually 
important matter (UK and EU??). The ruler of one country sent a representative of his 
parliament to the meeting, as the chief negotiator for their part of the deal. Obviously, 
this dignitary must have been very trustworthy to the ruler and also capable of 
representing the views of his country reliably. 

The other country however did not send a representative. Instead, they sent a personal 
messenger who carried a few signed statements written by the ruler himself which he 
was going to read out at the meetings. This messenger was not an important person at 
all. He was just a simple messenger giving over the words of his ruler. 

Moshe Rabeynu was a representative of Hashem. He prophesised with a clear vision 
and had a close relationship with Hashem, speaking with Him often. To have this 
position, it required Moshe to be a very great and holy man and fully trusted by 
Hashem. Bilam however, was just a simple messenger; his job was to merely mouth 
what Hashem told him to say. He was not close to Hashem at all. Being a Novi did not 
reflect any personal greatness of his own. 

So Bilam was really two completely different people at the same time. Part of him heard 
the words of Hashem when He appeared to him and was bound to do exactly as he 
heard. Another part of him was Bilam true to his own character; a slimy, wicked man 
who wanted only to harm the Yidden. So even though part of him understood that 
Hashem was not going to let him curse, the other part of him still believed he could pull 
it off. 

The fact is that a person believes what he wants to believe. Even when the truth is 
staring a person in the face, it will not necessarily change his view or opinion. Belief 
goes beyond logic. And Bilam chose to believe that he could curse Klal Yisroel. 

Harav Moshe Feinstein points out that this remarkable story with Bilam should serve as 
a lesson to us all when we look at ourselves. Part of us too knows what we are supposed 
to do; it’s called the Yetzer Tov / our Neshama. But part of us still wants to believe that 
we can ‘get away’ with doing wrong; that’s the Yezter Hara. 

When struck with a conflict of these two forces, a person should take a quiet moment to 
ask himself, what is pushing me to go ahead with this idea? 

If one sees that he is being driven by reckless thoughts of, “Don’t-worry-Hashem-will-
understand”, then he knows he is thinking like Bilam would have thought. If his 
thoughts are primarily, “What does Hashem really want from me” then he knows that 
he is thinking like a Moshe Rabeynu. 

The choice is yours. 

 


