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 פרשת אחרי מות 
This adaptation is dedicated in honor 

of my dear wife, Devorah 
and our dear daughter, Ariella, and her dear chosson, Jonathan. 

 מזל טוב ג'ונתן & אריאלה!!!
 ולרפואה שלימה: העניא בת פריידל

 

   

 
"וידבר ד' אל משה אחרי מות שני בני אהרן 

)טז, אבקרבתם לפני ד' וימותו." (  “Hashem spoke to Moshe after the death of Aharon’s two sons, when they were approaching before Hashem, and they died.” 
 They were bound to Hashem by such fierce love that even though they knew from the start that they would be incapable of tolerating such holiness and their souls would separate from their bodies - they thought they would arouse, from above, a desire and love of Hashem for His nation, above all reason – just as they were bound by a love that was beyond all reason.1  

 On Yom Tov, a Jew is obligated to be joyous – to be happy and to gladden his family – “And you shall rejoice in your Festival - you, and your son….”2  What is the source of this joy?  It is the joy of mitzvos!  There is no joy in this world like the joy of a Jew who merits performing the commandments of his Creator.  On the last days of Pesach, we merited Hashem’s performance of such an awesome and amazing miracle – the splitting of the Sea.  “He thereby revealed His G-dliness and supremacy with this remarkable and breathtaking revelation that has never been equaled - to the point that every maidservant at the Sea saw what great prophets could not.  Babies and infants proclaimed, ‘this is my G-d.’”3  We are fortunate to be part of Klal Yisroel, the chosen nation, for whom Hashem did all of these miracles.  How can we not be happy? 
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 עלים לתרופה עד 3

When we are happy, we sing.  HKB”H craves the singing of every single Jew.  “Let me hear your voice, for your voice is pleasant.”4  The melody that plays throughout the world on the last days of Pesach is the melody of emuna and bitachon.  The Sea faced them, the Egyptians were behind them, wild animals stood ready on both sides.  What was there left to do?  To scream out to Hashem.  When a person screams from the depths of his heart, from the innermost point inside him – he splits open all of the obstacles – he splits the Sea.  We can scream in the fields, in our cars (when the windows are closed), in our homes (in a closed room or a closet with a pillow on our faces so as not to scare the neighbors).  We can scream, “Abba,” “Tatty,” “Daddy” – in whatever language we prefer.  We scream to Hashem for only He can help us.  When a person has perfect and absolute bitachon in Hashem – he almost does not need to do make any efforts (hishtadlus).  Hashem told Moshe not to scream anymore: “Why do you cry out to Me?  Speak to the Children of Israel and let them journey forth.”5  This is very difficult – to whom else should a Jew cry out to when he is in distress if not Hashem?  Why did HKB”H ask him, “Why do you cry out to Me?”  Wasn’t the entire 
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beginning of the redemption based on what the Haggadah says, “We cried out to Hashem and Hashem heard our voices?”6  Yet now Hashem commanded, “Speak to the Children of Israel and let them journey forth” – they must journey into the Sea before it splits – relying on their bitachon.  “I am performing a miracle for them with the power of this bitachon – the trust they place in Me of entering the Sea before it splits.  Then I will perform wonders.”7  
 

)טז, ג"בזאת יבוא אהרן אל הקדש" (  “With this shall Aharon come into the Sanctuary” 
 After the death of Aaron’s two sons, Nadav and Avihu, Aharon received precise instructions of how to enter the Sanctuary – how the holiest person, the Kohen Gadol, enters the holiest place, the Holy of Holies in the Beis Hamikdash, on the holiest day, Yom Kippur.  It is not simple to just enter the Holy of Holies and leave in peace.  It requires so much caution, expertise in the holy service, tremendous concentration and focus, terrifying awe, teshuva from the depths of the heart and so many tefillos and so many tears.  The Kohen Gadol was accorded so much honor when walking from his home to his chamber in the Beis Hamikdash.  Everyone came outside, the streets were filled – the king, the Kohanim, the Leviim all escorted him dressed in silk garments.  When he reached the outer gate of the Beis Hamikdash, he offered a tefilla for the welfare of the king and the kohanim.  He bowed before all of the people and, with teary eyes, he entered his chamber for seven days to learn the order of the service of the holy day.  Those who accompanied him for the duration of the seven days made him swear that he would not deviate from anything that they had learned with him.  He went to one side to cry that they suspected him of being a Sadducee and they cried over possibly having suspected a righteous person.  When we read 
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these words on Yom Kippur – we too cry.  The great day finally arrived.  The entire nation went to Yerushalayim and Hashem caused a miracle so that there was enough room for everyone.  No one complained of overcrowding.  The Kohen Gadol donned clothing and removed clothing – back and forth between the extra gold vestments and the white garments – to remind the people about the sin of the Golden Calf and that they must do teshuva.  Every time the people heard the Ineffable Name of Hashem uttered from the mouth of the Kohen Gadol in holiness and purity – they all kneeled, fell on their faces and proclaimed: “Blessed is the Name of His glorious kingdom for ever and ever.”8  The prayer that the Kohen Gadol davened in the Holy of Holies was very short so as not to frighten the Jewish people if he would tarry.  They would fear that maybe he had died inside the Holy of Holies, G-d forbid.  So considerate.  Such sensitivity.  Where do we find such thoughtfulness?  How did Hashem, in His Graciousness, let the people know that He had accepted their teshuva and forgave them?  The red string that was tied to the entrance of the Beis Hamikdash turned white.  And everyone rejoiced.  They received the Kohen Gadol with such honor, love – dancing and singing.  How magnificent was the appearance of the Kohen Gadol when he exited from the Holy of Holies.  What was the most important thing that the Kohen Gadol needed when he was about to enter the Holy of Holies?  Emuna.  “With this shall Aharon come into the Sanctuary.”  “This” is emuna.  With emuna shall Aharon enter the Holy of Holies – because it is impossible to draw near and enter into any holiness, any comprehension or any knowledge of Hashem except via holy emuna.  All of the battles and challenges that a person faces in his service of Hashem are insurmountable except via holy emuna, as the pasuk states, “if a war should rise up against me, in this I trust.”9  This means that his primary bitachon and hope was in the emuna that is called: “THIS.”10 
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Attaining emuna is very difficult.  It is not a simple matter at all.  Everything that we endure in life is designed to get us to understand that it is not our doing or someone else’s – it is all Hashem.  No one is successful – Hashem grants people success.  When we comprehend this, and we do not cease working on this throughout our lives – we find real success.  For if we recognize that everything is from Hashem – we begin to daven and abundance is only received via tefilla.  What is the explanation of the Purim expression, “Whoever extends a hand – give him ( כל הפושט יד
-The hand is representative of self  ”?(נותנים לו
importance, the power of “my hand” ( כוחי ועוצם
 It is the arrogance that “I accomplished,”  “I  .(ידי
succeeded.”  If we strip away (נפשוט) this “hand,” 
i.e. materialism, arrogance – we will be given everything.  In this light the expression reads: “Whoever strips away his self-importance will be given everything.”  We must be very careful not to second-guess Hashem’s ways.  We must constantly know and have perpetual emuna that Hashem is righteous and His ways are just – whatever transpires in our lives is for our best.  If it is hard for us to accept suffering and distress - we must cry out and daven to Hashem - to save and help us.  There is no other advice or strategy in dealing with all of the troubles and hassles of earning a living that a person deals with regularly – except for crying, screaming and pleading to Hashem – crying like a baby before its father to provide what it is lacking.  When we take this approach, we will always profit because Hashem listens to the prayers of every mouth.  Even if sometimes, G-d forbid, our tefillos seem not to be accepted, nevertheless, we benefit by becoming closer to Hashem through our tefillos because there is nothing that draws us closer and allows us to cling to Hashem like davening.11  When we encounter some problem with a neighbor that embitters our lives - we want to 
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raise our heads and say: “HKB”H, why do I deserve this?  I have been so good to this person and not only does he not say ‘thank you’ to me but he provokes our lives?  Why?  Why are You doing this to me?”  Instead of complaining, we must lift our heads and beg: “Hashem, help me, I have such a hard time with this person.  He has turned our lives into Gehinnom.  Have mercy on us, Father.”  We must remember that there is no injustice, everything is preordained – this is the path that we must traverse in life – and it is definitely for our ultimate best.  If we also manage to say “thank You” for these troubles – not only once but many times – our hearts will slowly calm and will start to have emuna that it is not a misfortune at all – it is a gift and Hashem’s salvation can be in a blink of an eye.  We can learn the proper emuna perspective from Rav Huna, who had 400 barrels of wine that spoiled and turned to vinegar.  It was a valuable fortune that was ruined.  His colleagues told him to examine his deeds to see why it happened.  Rav Huna asked if they suspected him.  They responded, “Do you suspect that Hashem would punish you without reason?”  So, Rav Huna asked, “Does anyone know anything that I did wrong?”  They answered that he had not given his sharecropper his wages.  Even though Rav Huna explained to them that the sharecropper had stolen much more than he was owed – he agreed to pay him.  A miracle occurred.  One opinion in the Gemara says that the wine became good again while another opinion says that the price of vinegar rose and became as expensive as wine.12  That is how Chazal solve problems.  Through emuna.  A person conducts introspection and he realizes that he is at fault – it is not the heat or the cold that ruined the wine, it is not because the barrels were left outside or for any other reason.  There is no suffering without sin.  When a person strongly strengthens his emuna, he is not affected by what others say to him.  He has his path and he is not 
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 תפילה
 Master of the World!  Help me start my day with a solemn declaration of emuna – that I have emuna and I remember that whatever will happen that day is from You, Father - and for the best.  So many things happen to us in one day that we forget and become annoyed, angry, worried, frightened, guilt-ridden and insulted.  It is all one big lack of emuna.  Help me say this aloud: I have emuna that everything is as it is because it is how Hashem wants it and it is for the best.  If I momentarily forget this – help me get back there.  Do not allow me to be distanced from the holy emuna that whatever happens to me all day is from You, Father, and it is because You love me and want to bring me close.  Help me thank You for everything.  Master of the World!  The concept of “no suffering without sin” is a little hard for me.  How can I know what sin causes each difficulty.  It is easier for me to think that it is atonement to bring me near to You because when it hurts we lift our heads, shed tears, sigh, scream.  To begin to clarify which sin is causing my torment and to daven at length over it is very difficult for me – I cannot begin to touch it.  Show me, father, what Your will is in this matter and every matter.  Master of the World!  Help me strengthen my emuna that no one does anything to me – that it is all Your doing.  When people treat me poorly - especially someone who I have helped and not only did he not say thank you but he exhibits a sour face as if everything is owed to him – I immediately sever contact, erase him from my life and that’s the best case scenario.  In the worst case, I get angry, talk badly about him.  How do I remember, in those situations, that it is not him, that it is all You, Father?  How can I continue to smile, and not just outwardly, how can I continue to love him by recalling that he is just a stick in Your hands, Father?  How can I merit such strong emuna?  Help me Father.  

Have an awesome, uplifting and wonderful Shabbos, Dov Elias 
Notice: The foregoing is based on my limited understanding of the Parsha Sheet, Ohr Ha’Emuna, disseminated by Harav Menachem Azolai Shlita and is not a complete or exact adaptation of Ohr Ha’Emuna and is not necessarily even a reliable interpretation of the ideas presented therein.  Ohr Ha’Emuna is published in Hebrew; in translation, accuracy is always compromised.  Rav Azolai has not reviewed this material - any inaccuracies, omissions or confusion should be attributed exclusively to me.  I still hope you enjoy and it provides some chizuk.  Thank you Mordi Blass for helping with some of the Hebrew expressions. ©Dov Elias 5776. (973)9-EMUNA-9                                                                        כ"ט ניסן תשע"ו – May 7, 2016 For previous issues and/or to receive this adaptation by weekly email, visit www.tloe.us or email me at LightofEmuna@dovelias.com 
 

concerned with anything else.  Nothing bothers him because he knows he is on the right path, that it is the truth, that it is what Hashem wants of him.  He has no choice – this is what he must do.  For example, a person decides to travel to a tzaddik and others ask him why he is wasting his time, why is he is just taking on more obligations.  It does not affect him.  He sticks to his plans.  He has a course of action.  He feels compelled.  We must achieve this mindset of feeling compelled, of feeling Hashem’s Presence so strongly – to the point that we are embarrassed to even think that it is permissible to do anything that is not literally the Divine will.  All of the suffering and aggravation that a person endures stems from deficient emuna – he does not have enough emuna, he does not 

adequately remember that Hashem orchestrates His world with amazing and precise Divine Providence and absolutely everything that happens to us is only from Hashem.  If a person remembers this, if he starts his day with this thought, his entire day will be different, nothing will knock him down.  As Rebbe Nachman taught, “Know that all types of pain and suffering are only caused by lack of knowledge because one who has knowledge and knows that everything is from Hashem’s Divine Providence experiences no suffering and feels no pain.”13  Even during especially difficult times, G-d forbid, we must have emuna that HKB”H is preparing our private salvation.  Sometimes, we see Hashem’s hand within days.  Sometimes it takes years.  And often, only after 120 years can we see the entire puzzle and understand how good Hashem is – how, at the depths of judgment, lies the profundity of compassion and kindness.   
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