
so much pain to R’ Yochanan was that the yissurim 

described had no connection to Hashem at all. Nothing 

could be worse than that. 

 For as bad and as difficult as yissurim are, if they 

bring a person to a new appreciation and awareness of 

Hashem Yisborach, then at least they have brought 

about true purpose. If a person looks at his suffering as 

nothing more than coincidence, that is the worst thing 

possible. 

 The word for tzaros actually comes from the word 

 which means ‘narrow.’ The idea is that tzaros are 

supposed to help a person focus on his life. Instead of 

getting lost in expanded horizons, many different 

pursuits and futile goals, a person is forced, in a certain 

sense, to become ‘narrow-minded’ as to what his main 

goals of life ought to be. It is meant to bring a person 

back to Hashem and not, chas veshalom, vice versa. 

 Rav Bergman connects this beautiful explanation 

with the amazing phenomenon found in Parashas 

Metzora. Chazal teach us how the Jews who found 

Tzora’as on the walls of their homes and would need to 

break them down, would find treasures within them 

that had been hidden there by the C’naanim who 

preceded them.  

 Why would they find treasures if the Tzora’as 

came on account of sin?  

Rav Bergman explains that Hashem was teaching 

them - and us, for all generations, that the purpose of 

suffering is not for us to suffer Rachmana litzlan, but to 

make us better. The hidden treasures symbolize the 

fact that when perceived and acted upon properly, the 

suffering and difficulty can bring forth the greatest 

treasure hidden within a person. When suffering 

causes a person to reach out to Hashem, that suffering 

has achieved more than many other blessings have 

before it.  

 At the same time, if we would utilize all the bless-

ings and goodness of Hashem to bring us closer to and 

more aware of Him, then He would not have to bring 

any more suffering to any Jew, ever again. 

Besiyata diShmaya. 
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Yissurim, suffering and pain, are things that we 

all beg Hashem to protect us from. Yet if they come, 

chas v’shalom, we must know and understand that 

they are surely only for our good.  

At the same time, in order for yissurim to provide 

the greatest benefit to a person and fulfill their 

ultimate purpose, they must bring the person to 

awareness. An awareness of life, of people, of values, and 

most of all, of Hashem. If they do not teach the person 

anything, or at least cause him to be mindful about 

something important, then they have truly not 

fulfilled their greatest function. Will they still cleanse 

a person from sins, even without any awareness? One 

can venture to say that they probably still will, but so 

much of what they could have accomplished will be 

missing. 

To illustrate this point beautifully: The Gemara 

in Maseches Chagigah (5a) brings the following: When 

R’ Yochanan came to this pasuk in our parasha he 

would weep: It shall 

be that when many evils and distresses come upon it… 

(Devarim 31:21) Why would R’ Yochanan cry so much 

over this pasuk? He himself explained: “A servant 

whose master brings him difficulties and evil, is there hope 

for such an individual?” 

 In Shaarei Orah, Rav Meir Tzvi Bergman shlita 

expounds on this Gemara with a magnificent ap-

proach, in which he really explains R’ Yochanan’s 

main source of sadness: R’ Yochanan looked at this 

pasuk and noticed something extremely important – 

Hashem’s name was completely missing from the state-

ment! The tzaros and terrible difficulties were spoken 

about, yet there was not one mention of Hashem in 

regard to those tzaros! It is about such tzaros that R’ 

Yochanan exclaimed: “A servant whose master brings 

him difficulties and evil, is there hope for such an individu-

al?” 

Which type of difficulties does R’ Yochanan refer 

to? Specifically the difficulties through which a 

person does not gain an awareness of Hashem. It is 

over such tzaros that one must cry copious tears. 

 The sole reason that this particular pasuk caused 


