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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva  would  like  to  express  its  gratitude  to  Richard and  Anita  Grossman for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

PARSHAT KI TISA- PARAH 5777

THE ROLE OF RABBANIM

The Jewish people gathered around Aharon and asked him to make for them a god. Why should

they ask him for a god? The Gemara explains that it wasn't really a god they were looking for,

but the Satan showed them a scene that indicated that Moshe was no longer alive. Even so, why

should they want a god, he showed them that Moshe wasn't alive not that Hakadosh Baruch Hu

wasn't alive, G-d forbid. They knew that Hashem lives forever, why then did they need a god?

The explanation is that they weren't looking for a god but more for housing for the Shechina,

which until now had been housed within Moshe Rabenu. Now that they thought that Moshe was

no longer alive they needed a place to house the Shechina. They figured a golden calf was a

good  place  for  the  Shechina  to  reside.  This  idea  doesn't  appear  so  preposterous,  after  all

Hashem commanded and showed them where to place the Shechina - in the Keruvim that were

on  top  of  the  Aron.  Hashem  wanted  the  shape  of  the  Keruvim  and  they  decided  on  a  calf

beforehand, is that so wrong?

Even if it was wrong on their part, was it such a terrible mistake for which Hashem wished to

punish the entire nation by destroying them, and He would have done so had Moshe Rabenu not

prayed on their behalf?
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The root of their error was that they thought that they could dictate to Hashem where to house

His Shechina. They thought that if they make this kind of figure then Hashem must place the

Shechina within there. There's no such thing as telling Hashem what to do. We can pray, we can

ask, but we can't dictate. This was their great sin.

If this was all they did wrong perhaps Hashem would've forgiven them, He would have perhaps

seen that it was all an error and not an intentional sin. However there was another point here.

Before Moshe Rabenu went up to Har Sinai he told the people: "Behold Aharon and Chur are

with you, whoever has a grievance should approach them" (Shemos 24:14). Aharon and Chur

are with you, any questions should be directed to them. If they didn't know what to do because

they thought that Moshe Rabenu was no longer alive, they should have come to Aharon and

Chur  and  asked  them  what  to  do.  Perhaps  Aharon  who  was  a  prophet  would  have  asked

Hakadosh Baruch Hu who would then have told Aharon the truth - Moshe is still alive. If, chas

v'shalom,  Moshe Rabenu was  indeed no  longer  alive  then Hashem would  have told  him who

would  be  appointed  as  the  replacement  -  perhaps  Aharon  himself,  perhaps  Chur,  perhaps

Yehoshua, or perhaps Nachshon ben Aminadav.

They  didn't  come  to  ask  Aharon  as  is  clear  from  the  fact  that  the  pasuk  describes  their

congregating around Aharon not as "vayikahel haam EL Aharon" "the people gathered towards

Aharon",  but  rather as "vayikahel  haam AL Aharon" "the people  gathered over  Aharon" as if

they  were  above Aharon  and  could  tell  him what  to  do  -  that  he  has  to  make a  god.  Chur

protested against this and they killed him, as is evident from the fact that Chur is no longer

mentioned  in  the  Torah.  His  name only  comes  up  when tracing  the  lineage of  his  grandson

Betzalel. Chur himself however doesn't appear because he was killed. For this reason Hashem

was angry with the people.

There's a lesson here for generations. It's  not up to us to instruct the Rabbanim what to do,

rather we must ask them for guidance. We often hear people say - this Rav is too machmir,

some even will say of a Rav that he's too meikel. The Rav issues a psak based on the way he

understands the halachah. The reason he's  machmir  is  not  because he's  a  bad man and the

reason  he's  meikeil  is  not  because  he's  a  good  man.  Rather  he  rules  according  to  his

understanding of what the Torah says.

There was once a dispute between the government and the Chief Rabbinate. The Jerusalem Post

did a survey of many public figures asking them what they thought the role of the Rabbanim

should  be.  When  they  asked  my  father  z"l,  he  answered  that  it's  not  up  to  us  to  tell  the

Rabbanim what their task is, they should be guiding us regarding what our task is. What he told

them is precisely what we've been discussing regarding the sin of the Jewish people with the

Golden Calf.

On Yom Kippur prior to the conclusion of the blessing of the sanctification of the day found in

the Shmone Esrei, we say "ki ata salchan leYisrael umachalan leshivtei Yeshurun" - that Hashem

pardons Israel and forgives the tribes of Yeshurun. Harav Chaim Sonnenfeld zt"l asked what the

meaning  is  behind  Yisrael  and  behind  Shivtei  Yeshurun.  He  explains  that  Hashem  forgives

Yisrael  for  the  chet  haeigel,  when the  people  said:  "eile  elohecha Yisrael"  "this  is  your  god,

Israel". The pardoning of the tribes of Yeshurun refers to the tribes selling their brother Yosef.

These two sins can be viewed as the first in each category of sins for the nation as a whole. The

sin  of  the  Golden  Calf  was  the  first  sin  of  the  Jewish  people  in  the  category  of  bein  adam

laMakom - between man and Hashem - since the Torah was given. While the selling of Yosef

was the first sin of the Jewish people in the category of bein adam lachavero - between man and

his fellow man. The sins of bein adam laMakom stem from the chet haeigel and the sins of bein

adam lachavero stem from the sale of Yosef.

Yom Kippur atones for both categories, of course for sins bein adam lachavero a person needs

to  ask  forgiveness  from his  friend.  If  one  asks  forgiveness  from his  friend  then  Yom Kippur

atones.
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Hashem pardons both categories of sins. Among the ways we can strengthen our observance of

the bein adam laMakom is not to try to tell the Rabbanim what to say, but to let them guides

and live according to their sayings.

Hashem pardons both categories of sins. Among the ways we can strengthen our observance of

the bein adam laMakom is not to try to tell the Rabbanim what to say, but to let them guides

and live according to their sayings.

YNA Sicha Parshat Ki Tisa-Parah 3 of 3


