
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

וארא פרשת  - How much do you notice? 

 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

בַ  דֵ  ה' רַהיֵָּרא ֶאת דְּ ַעבְּ ע   יֵמֵֽ דָּ  יסֵהנ   הַפרְּ נֵ  יוֶאת ֲעבָּ קְּ ֶאת מ  יםֶאל  הּווְּ ת ֵֽ :ַהבָּ  
ב םֹלא שָּ  רַוֲאשֶ  בַ  ו  ל  ַיֲעז   ה' רֶאל דְּ דָּ  בַוֵֽ נֵ  יוֶאת ֲעבָּ קְּ ֶאת מ  ה הּווְּ ֶדֵֽ (כא' 'כ - ')ט :ַבשָּ  

 

 

Whoever among the servants of Paraoh feared Hashem, chased their servant’s and 
animals into their houses. Those who did not take notice of the word of Hashem, 

they left their animals and servant’s in the field 
 

These Pesukim describe the different reactions of the Mitzriyim after they were warned of 
the Maka of Borod. There were those who took notice and sheltered their animals inside; 
they were called ַבר ֵרא ֶאת דְּ ה' ַהיָּ  those who feared the word of Hashem. Then there were 
those who took no notice and left their animals in the fields as normal; they are called ַוֲאֶשר 

ם ִלּבו לֹא שָּ  those who did not take notice. 

The obvious question is though, how could those Mitzriyim have been so foolish? After 
already having been punished with five Makos, they should have surely at least considered 
that this Makah of Borod ‘might’ happen and that their animals might be killed! Logically, 
even if they didn’t want to believe in Hashem, they should not have taken such a big risk 
and left their animals outside. 

In his Sefer Birchas Peretz, the Steipler explains their way of thinking as follows. The starting 
point for Emuna is not the logical argument, the proof of Hashem. Rather, it is the readiness 
of the person to seek out Hashem. If someone does not want to believe in Hashem, no one 
will convince him otherwise. 

There was once a non-Frum man who would get into a discussion daily with his neighbour, 
Harav Yackov Galinsky. For a long time, he would hotly defend his position of lack of belief in 
Hashem and would disagree with Harav Galinsky’s arguments. After a while, Rav Galinsky 
just gave up trying to debate and convince him otherwise.   

One day, Rav Galinsky saw that his neighbour was actually wearing Talis and Teffilin! Taken 
aback by this astounding change, he asked him what happened. With a very sad and worried 
look, the neighbour explained that earlier that morning he had heard from his doctor that 
he had been diagnosed with a serious illness. “I’m left without a choice other than to turn to 
Hashem.” 

Observing this remarkable turn-around of the neighbour, Rav Yanckov commented, “What 
so many years of debate and argument could not achieve - one illness did achieve!” 

Before the illness, his neighbour simply did not want to believe. 

It’s true that logically, based on past experience, the Mitzriyim should not have risked 
leaving their animals outside. But they did not want to believe in the word of Hashem. They 
were not prepared to admit, even for a moment, that there was a G-D in control of them. 
And so they convinced themselves that nothing was going to happen to their animals. They 
chose not to see what should have been obvious and clear. 

This is why in the above Possuk, they are not described as “those who didn’t fear Hashem.” 
Rather, they are described as “those who didn’t take notice.” Because their problem was 
that they didn’t even want to take notice of the possibility of the Makah - whether or not 
they feared Hashem.  

To be saved, all they had to do was simply take notice and act logically. 

We too can end up at times, not seeing the truth even when it stares us in the face. Reb 
Yitzchock MiValozhen writes that there is a certain ‘fogginess’ that clouds the way we think 
and the way we see things so that we can easily lose focus and lose sight of the way of the 
Torah. Our Avodah is to become aware of that and to not allow ourselves to simply lose 
focus and act in confusion.  

Before we do something, it is worthwhile to take a moment to focus and to clarify what our 
motives are. Because if we give ourselves the chance, maybe we’ll see the light before we 
make a mistake. 

 


