
 

 

 

 

 

What motivates us to serve Hashem? 
 

Weekly Torah portion Nasso describes carrying the Mishkan in the desert.  Each Levite family had its own job.  

Kehat family had to carry Aron, Curtain, Menorah, Table, Mizbeachs and all their components.  Gershon family had 

to prepare and carry curtains and coverings.  Merari family had to carry poles and boards for foundation of the 

Mishkan. 

When listing their duties, Torah uses different terms for each family.  Kehat’s job was called “service” (Bamidbar 

4:4), Gershon’s job was called “service and carrying” (Bamidbar 4:24), and Merari’s job was called just “carrying” 

(Bamidbar 4:31).  Based on these differences we can learn a lesson in serving Hashem.  Let’s illustrate with a  story: 

One time three merchants were returning home from the market in far-away town.  It was a long journey, and they 

needed to stop somewhere for Shabbos.  They rented a room in the roadside inn, and hid the money in a hole in 

the ground.  Shabbos passed pleasantly and uneventfully, and they started making preparations for the remainder 

of the trip.  They went to retrieve the money, but the hole was empty.  Since no one else could possibly know of its 

location, it was obvious that one of them stole the money.  They decided to go to king Solomon to judge between 

them. 

King Solomon heard them out and told to return the following morning.  The next day they again stood before the 

king.  He looked each one in the eye and said: 

--Before pronouncing who is guilty, let me tell you a story.  In one village there lived two orphans – a boy and a girl.  

When they were still very  young, they promised that they will marry each other when they grow up.  Then the boy 

moved to a different city, and they lost touch with each other. 

When the girl grew up, she was offered a very nice boy for marriage.  They liked each other and wanted to get 

married.  But before giving her final consent, the girl told her fiancée about the promise she made many years 

before.  They decided that she should find that other boy and ask him to release her of her promise.  They collected 

money for the trip, and she left. 

She had to travel through the forest, and that’s where a robber kidnapped her.   He took away her money and 

wanted to commit a crime, but she was screaming and begging for mercy.  Through tears she told him her story, 

that she went on this long and dangerous journey so that she won’t break her promise.  The robber was touched by 

her sincerity, released her and returned all her money. 

She found the boy, told him that she wanted to marry someone else, and asked him to forgive her.  He did, and she 

safely returned home. 

--Now, tell me, - said king Solomon to each merchant, - who is the main hero in this story? 

                        Оhr Hatorаh   אור התורהגליון 
     Weekly Parsha with  

Rabbi Dovid Shteiman Shlita 

 

  שנת תשע"ו נשאפרשת   



--I think it was the girl, - answered the first. – She wanted to remain faithful to her word and decided to go on the 

dangerous journey. 

--I think it was the boy, - answered the second. – He had the right to marry her first, but he decided to release her 

of her promise and let her be happy with someone else. 

--And I think it was the robber, - said the third. – The girl was in his hands, and he could do whatever he wanted 

with her, but he released her and even returned the money. 

--And you are the thief, - exclaimed king Solomon, - because all you think about is the money. 

What motivates us to serve Hashem?  Roughly, there are three levels.  The highest one is serving “lishma”, for the 

sake of Hashem.  A person tries to fulfill Hashem’s will just because it is His will, without thinking, what he will get 

in return.  Such a person tries to keep the Bond with Hashem, like the girl in the story wanted to remain true to her 

word.  Second level also involves fulfilling mitzvoth because they are commandments, but it includes personal 

desires.  Motivation for good deeds comes not so much, because such is the will of Hashem, but because it makes 

the person feel good.  Like the boy in the story decided to forgive the girl out of feeling mercy toward her.  On the 

other hand, motivation can come from fear of punishment or feeling of guilt for undeserved blessings.  The third 

level is following the laws out of desire and convenience.  If it suits me right now – I’ll do it, if not – won’t do it.  The 

fact that the robber let the girl go and returned the money doesn’t indicate the goodness of character, for how 

many times before victims begged him for mercy, and he turned deaf ear to them? 

Service in the Mishkan means bringing korbanon, sacrifices.  The main thing is the intention of the Kohen at the 

time of slaughtering the animal.  If at that moment he was thinking inappropriate thoughts, then given the most 

kosher shechitah and most sincere desire to atone for sin, korban doesn’t count. 

The story how Mishkan was divided among three families teaches us that there is main component and a 

secondary component, and that it is very important to follow the order.  The main part of the Mishkan was the 

vessels – the Aron, Menora, Table, and secondary – coverings, poles and boards.  The main thing is to have the right 

intention, for we have to fulfill commandments even without a feeling and desire, simply because such is the will of 

Hashem.  And to live in delusion, that just the action of the mitzvah can fill it with meaning, when, in fact, only 

action remains but a carcass. 

Wishing You All An Uplifting Shabbos! 
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