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Parshas Vayikra 

Don’t Appraise Based on what’s Worthy of Praise  

Get Satisfaction from Your Action

There was once a king who desired to make for 

himself the nicest crown in the world; a 

masterpiece that he would be able to show off with 

much pride. To reach this goal he needed to acquire 

the nicest gems around. He released a statement 

saying that he would handsomely reward anyone 

who brought him a worthy jewel. And so jewelers 

from around the world converged upon the king’s 

palace to bring the king their nicest gems.  

There was one man in the kingdom who also 

desired to provide a stone for the royal crown, 

unfortunately he was not a jeweler nor was he rich. 

He did however have one resource that was off 

limits for most; he was a scuba diver. And so he 

donned his gear and dived down to the seabed and 

gathered stones in his hand. He quickly resurfaced 

eager to see his precious find. How disappointed he 

was to find that they were ordinary stones.  

Yet he figured that he worked so hard to get them, 

he might as well give it a try. And so he stood on 

line and eventually was granted the opportunity to 

present his ‘gems’ to the king. Seeing the pebbles 

that the pauper brought the king became furious, 

“This is what you bring for my crown. You are 

degrading me. I shall have you beheaded for this.” 

Our friend, seeing that his life was at risk realized 

that he must say something in his defense, “Your 

majesty, Why is it so important that you get the 

most exquisite gems from all lands? You want to 

show off by pointing to each diamond and saying, 

‘This one is from Rome. This one is from the land 

of Peru. This one came from Scandinavia. The 

stone that I brought you is truly worthy of your 

crown as you can point to it and say, ‘this one came 

from the bottom of the sea’.” The king was 

impressed with the poor man’s logic and indeed 

purchased the stone for his crown. 

This Mashal was said by the Baal-Shem Tov. 

Many times we look at the actions of others. When 

we see how their Mitzvohs shine and are glorious, 

we feel inferior with our deeds. It is important to 

realize that in Hashem’s eyes what is important is 

not the dazzling effect of the mitzvah, rather it is 

what you had to endure in performance of the 

mitzvah.  

A rich man can afford to bring an animal as a 

Korban. A poor man brings birds instead. Yet the 

Torah states that the pleasure Hashem gets from 

both karbanos are the same, as long as the intention 

was proper.  

Hashem doesn’t need the glimmer, he needs our 

heart. If in the heart both people are the same than 

Hashem’s enjoyment is the same. 

Someone who cannot even afford birds brings flour 

instead. By his Korban the Torah states that 

Hashem considers it as if he brought himself as a 

Korban. Why should it be more valuable than a 

rich man’s Korban? R’ Eliyahu Meir Bloch 

explains, a rich man feels satisfaction with his 

offering and is suffice with that. A poor man 

doesn’t suffice with his offering. Thus he puts his 

full focus and intent into the Korban, thus it is so 

much more valuable. It is so hard to assess the true 

value of an action on Hashem’s standard as there is 

so much more than what meets the eye. 
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R’ Fischel Schacter relates, “An elderly man, a 

survivor of the Warsaw Ghetto once told me, 

‘when I was in the ghetto nobody had food. People 

were starving all around. I had in my possession 

the most coveted item; a loaf of bread. I was 

informed of a family that was literally dying of 

starvation. Giving away a loaf of bread in the 

Warsaw Ghetto was not easy. But I could not let 

them die, so I gave them my loaf of bread. After 

the war, when I would walk down the streets and 

see plaques displaying the names of philanthropists 

who donated buildings I would think to myself, my 

giving away my last loaf of bread was a greater 

deed than for a rich man to sponsor a building.’” 

We have to learn to appreciate our actions based on 

our effort, not based on the results. Many times we 

spend a week on a Sugya, analyzing each facet in 

an attempt of cracking the code and making sense 

of the Sugya. What happens if our effort does not 

bear fruit? Do we view it as a failure? In Hashem’s 

eyes we have succeeded. Our job is not to get the 

results, that is not in our hands and Hashem can get 

them without our effort. Our job is to put in the 

effort needed to bear the results. If we did that, then 

we were successful in our mission. 

In the times of the Beis Hamikdash, when one did 

an aveira, their atonement was incomplete without 

a Korban. Yet today Teshuva is suffice without a 

Korban. What changed? Most people think it is 

because there is no choice as we have no way of 

bringing a Korban. The Beis Elokim however says 

a different explanation. When the Beis Hamikdosh 

was around and Hashem’s presence was felt, 

someone who sinned was committing a much 

greater act of defiance. Today, when Hashem’s 

presence is hidden, an aveira does not contain the 

same level of defiance thus it takes less to rectify 

the wrong. 

Hashem’s measuring stick is not black and white. 

He calculates all factors and judges based on the 

effort put forth. 

Earlier this week Yeshiva Mir Yerushalayim 

celebrated their 200
th
 anniversary with a gala 

dinner. By the event R’ Avraham Shmulevitz 

delivered a Shmuz to his talmidim. I would like to 

share one idea that he said. “The Gemara states that 

when we pass away, if one learned Chumash, he is 

asked ‘why didn’t you learn Mishnayis?’ If he 

learned Mishnayis, he is asked, ‘why didn’t you 

learn Gemara?’ every person is asked why he 

didn’t learn the next level. Why is each person 

prodded about something else? What is the 

standard? Is there a different requirement for every 

person?” 

R’ Avraham concluded, “Indeed there is. Each 

person is only expected to learn according to their 

capabilities. Most of us, no matter what we are 

doing, could do a little more. It is on this additional 

level that we are questioned about.”  

Some people fulfill their requirements with a 

minimal amount. Others, even when they learn an 

impressive amount are still far from their 

requirements based on their capabilities. We have 

to learn to appreciate our accomplishments based 

on our effort. If we did the best according to our 

capabilities then it is mission accomplished. 

R’ Moshe Schwab would relate
1
, “When I was a 

Bachur I one time went to R’ Elchanan Vasserman 

for some encouragement. He told me, “Hashem 

does not require from you more than what is within 

your capability and brain power.” When I returned 

to him once more for chizuk he told me, “You do 

not have another brain and they do not expect for 

you to have one. Put all your energy and 

brainpower into your studies and that is it. For they 

will not ask from you what is not within your 

capabilities.” 

Yes the fruit of our labor may not be so glamorous, 

but if we gave it our all, then it is truly a gem 

worthy of adorning the Royal Crown.  
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