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We try our best to accurately present to you the Rav's words. Accuracy can sometimes get lost in the

transition from spoken to written word. We would like to thank HaRav Nebenzahl for allowing us to

send you this sicha without his first reviewing it. Although it does expedite matters in getting this

sicha out to you, it does mean that if there is anything in the sicha that may not be understood, the

fault is with us and not with HaRav Nebenzahl.

The Rav asks that his and other Divrei Torah are not read during Tefillah or the Rabbi's sermon.

Shabbat Shalom,

Nehemiah Klein

The Yeshiva would  like  to  express  its  gratitude to  Richard and Anita  Grossman for  their  ongoing

support  for  the  Yeshiva  in  general  and  specifically  our  computer  center.   This  enables  us  to

communicate this sicha to you each week - "lehagdil Torah ulehaadira".

       PARSHAT MATOT  

ANNULLING VOWS - WHY EREV YOM KIPPUR?

"If a man takes a vow to Hashem or swears an oath to establish a prohibition upon himself, he shall

not desecrate his word" (Bamidbar 30:3). Interestingly, we begin our Yom Kippur tefillah with Kol

Nidrei annulling the vows. The question is why Yom Kippur begins with the annulling of vows? One

answer is that on most days not everyone is in shu whereas Yom Kippur when everyone is in shul is

an opportunity to annul all vows. We begin Kol Nidrei before sunset because one may not annul

vows on Yom Tov, however if one arrived late then he may recite Kol Nidrei even after sunset.

I once heard from the Rav (Harav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt"l) that what makes annulling vows

unique is that we are able to change things - we made a vow and we have the power to declare it

null and void. We enter Yom Kippur and say to Hashem - "whatever was in our power to mend we

have done, now we beseech You to do the same for our sins, to declare them null and void.

I would like to add to this idea and suggest the following: every action in this world works in the
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present and in the future - a person may marry a woman now or declare that the marriage will take

effect in thirty days, a person can purchase a house or have the purchase take effect in thirty days.

Neither of these actions can take effect in the past - a person cannot marry a woman or purchase a

home and have the act  take effect  in  the past.  There is  one exception to this  and that is  the

annulling of vows - a person either expresses regret, or as we read in the parsha a husband may

revoke certain vows his wife makes, or a man may approach a chacham and have him annul the vow

based  on  certain  conditions.  Teshuva  works  the  same  way  -  a  person  repents  and  his  sins

retroactively become either unintentional or even merits depending on the level of teshuva.

Teshuva is something which does not fit in with the regular system of this world - for it can effect

what happened in the past. It is above this world and was created prior to the creation of the world.

Yom Kippur is  a day which is  above nature and has no connection to this  world. The Mishnah

describes the Next World as a place without food, without drink, and the righteous sit with crowns on

their heads and bask in the radiance of the Divine Presence.

Shabbat, with all its holiness, lacks the property that there is no food and drink. One of the gedolim,

upon release from Siberia, remarked: "it is like life in the Next World - there is no food and no drink

and the righteous people just sit." Yom Kippur is the Next World. If a person repents out of love for

Hashem he reaches the level that the sin was not worth anything, he loves Hashem so much and

wishes he had not sinned. For such a person his sins become merits. In a way it was the sin which

brought him to the level of loving Hashem and therefore it becomes a merit. He has come to the

realization that the only good in this world is the Torah of Hashem and the mitzvoth, it was not

worth it for me to sin.

Perhaps we can use this idea to highlight the difference between Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur.

While both days are devoted to teshuva, on Rosh Hashana we make no reference to sin while Yom

Kippur is the exact opposite as we enumerate sin by sin. We can compare this to one who wishes to

break down a wall. One method is to take a hammer and knock it piece by piece, knock by knock.

The other way is to dig up the foundation. On Rosh Hashana we dig up the foundation, we try to

recognize that Hashem is King and that He alone runs the world and that it is not worth it to sin.

Once we have done that, then it is easier to knock down piece by piece and express regret of sin by

sin on Yom Kippur. The sin itself brings us to the recognition and result in at least repenting out of

fear of Hashem, and perhaps even out of love for Hashem.

The prophet declares that all of the fasts will beome "joy and delight". We are all aware that when

the Moshiach will arrive then it will be joy and delight, perhaps we can add that it was our sins and

subsequent teshuva which bring us to recognition of Hashem and thus feel the light of Moshiach -

when that happens then the fasts will truly be for "joy and delight".
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