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Blame it on the Reign 

Sociologists tell us every culture has a “Flood myth.” Maybe that’s because it isn’t a myth? 
Maybe it’s because every culture can trace itself back to Noah, and his descendants recall 
that they came from the man who was spared? Hmmm… 

But why rain? Why did HaShem choose to destroy the world with a flood of water and not 
simply zap it with a giant laser beam or give Noah and his family scuba tanks then suck the 
oxygen out of the atmosphere for a few hours? The Klei Yakar, Rabbi Shlomo Ephraim 
Luntschitz, who lived at the beginning of the 17th century, explains: 

The people sinned in three primary ways. They committed idolatry, immorality, and theft. 
Each of these can be compared to water. 

The prophet Jeremiah says, “My nation has abandoned 
Me, a spring of living water, to dig for themselves broken 
cisterns.” This relates to idolatry and people choosing 
powerless images over the living G-d. 

Someone who commits adultery is subject to death by 
strangulation. The Talmud tells us that when the Jewish 
courts are not able to give capital punishments, G-d may 
cause such a person to drown, so he dies from 
asphyxiation. Again, water is alluding to the sin. 

Finally, the Talmud tells us that G-d’s care of Mankind is 
so precise that two raindrops falling do not collide in 
mid-air. This teaches us that each person has a special 
shefa, or flow, of blessing from Heaven that will not 
overlap with anyone else’s. When people steal, they are 
mingling the raindrops by taking something that was 
destined for their fellow man. (Don’t worry, G-d promises 
us that He will take it away from the thief and return it 
to its rightful place.) 

We see that HaShem punished the people measure for measure as He always does. The 
question is that usually this is to teach people what they did wrong and enable them to 
repent. Here, by the time the rain fell, their fate was sealed! Why, then, did He punish them 
in a way that represented their sins? 

In Pirkei Avos, the Mishna teaches that one moment of repentance and good deeds in this 
world is better than the entire World to Come. Only in this world can one make amends or 
change his portion in the world to come. 

 

 



Even though the people at the time of the flood were going to die, HaShem, in His great mercy, 
sent them a message about what they did wrong so that at least, in their final moments, they 
might be able to repent and recognize that they had brought this upon themselves, by 
disrespecting the King of Kings.  

While most of us know that Noach built an ark and that 

he and his family were the only ones to remain alive, we 

most likely think that no one else believed a flood would 

come or thought of building an ark. This is not the case. 

R’ Shmuel Florintin z”l, author of the Minchas Shmuel 

and talmid of R’ Chaim of Volozhin, says that there were 

others who made boats. However, their boats were 

destroyed and they drowned, while only Noach’s boat 

remained intact. 

Simply understood, the ark had to be supernatural to 

withstand the elements: boiling hot rain that melted 

even stone; the debris of the world floating and 

slamming into it. But there’s more. 

The people who built boats did not do it because Noach made them realize they had angered 

HaShem. They were hedging their bets and facing G-d’s wrath and will on THEIR terms, not His. 

That is a losing proposition, as they found out the hard way and died with everyone else. 
 

Lessons of our Sages, Through the Ages from the Pages – On Theft 

The Chofetz Chaim’s son, Reb Leib, was once being considered for the position of Rav in a 

Polish town, and asked his father to write a letter on his behalf.  Shortly afterwards, the 

Chofetz Chaim received a letter from a former student requesting a recommendation letter 

for the same position.    

R’ Yisrael Meir HaKohain feared that when this student heard that his son was applying for the 

same position, he would think that the Chofetz Chaim had learned about the position from 

his letter, and then encouraged his son to apply.  

It was very unlikely that his talmid would suspect a great tzaddik of doing such a thing, but a 

slight possibility existed.  The Chofetz Chaim therefore felt compelled to ask his son to 

withdraw his candidacy for the position for this reason, and his son complied with his request.  

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

Perhaps not so coincidentally, Parshas Noach occurs at the beginning of the rainy season in the Northern 

Hemisphere.   

Did you know that before the flood there were no such things as seasons?  In fact, the Earth did not lean on its 
axis and thus weather was pretty much a constant.  After the flood, HaShem tilted the world, causing the four 

seasons as we know them.   

The commentaries say that the seasons were given to Man as a gift.  Without them, time just seemed to stretch on, 
and people never felt they could break away from bad habits or evil ways.   

The changes from Winter to Spring to Summer to Fall all mark times when a person can say “Now I will change, as 
the Earth has done.”  HaShem never wants a person to feel he is in such a rut that he cannot make a clean break. 

 


