
Mission Stories and Tombstones 
Based on Rabbi Yissocher Frand 

Last week we discussed Finding Our Life’s Mission. This week we will be talking about 

two people who found their mission in life and tombstones. 

I have a talmid (student), who’s from Chile that’s involved in kiruv in central and South 

America. He went to Costa Rica to be m’kareiv people. While residing there, he meets a fellow a 

man. He says to him, “Your size six.” The man says, “A size six?” Yes, “You’re a size six 

tzitzis.” He told the man, “It’s my goal in life to give a pair of tzitzis to every Jew in Costa Rica 

who wants one. This is my mitzvah.” 

That’s his mitzvah. He spends thousands of dollars fulfilling that mitzvah. 

I know another fellow who took it upon himself to get people to stop talking in shul. His 

friend had fallen ill. As a merit for his friend’s recovery, he asked a group of friends to accept 

upon themselves to talk during davening. He didn’t yell at people or harass them. He merely 

quietly and calmly asked if they would be willing to sign a pledge, which read, “I so-and-so 

accept bli neder, not to talk during davening from date ‘x’ to date ‘y’. In this merit may ploni 

have a refuah shleimah b’soch sha’ar cholei yisrael.” He’s gone from shul to shul, bungalow 

colony to bungalow colony, getting people to sign that pledge. He wrote to me, “I have been 

doing this for two months now. When I daven in shul and hear people talk and I was one of them, 

not a short time ago. It sounds so strange how can anyone talk while davening to Hashem. What 

would be the best way of getting Klal Yisrael to stop talking?” That became his mitzvah and 

mission! 

Yehudah Aryeh Leib Alter or better known as the Sefas Emes1 says, “My grandfather2 

gave an explanation of the Medrash on Bechukosai,3 in accordance with the Mishnah,4 ‘If I am 

not for myself who [will be] for me?’ As the Gemara5 says, ‘Every Jewish person has a 

particular task that can only be accomplished by him!’ Likewise, every hour…” Define what 

your mitzvah is. 

When you go to a cemetery, do you ever read the tombstones? I like to read tombstones. 

You know what one of the most moving, if not the most moving tombstone I ever read? It was 

on the tomb of Rav Yosef Karo. It’s not a long tomb, “ ערוךֹהשולחןֹבעלֹקארוֹיוסףֹרבֹנטמעןֹהּפ ֹ , here 

lies Rav Yosef Karo who wrote the Shulchan Aruch.”6 That’s all that need be said. It’s so short 

and eloquent. I find it fascinating what people chose to write on their tombstones or what their 

children choose to write on their tombstones. Do you know what the first thing written on Rav 

                                                           
1  on Avos 4:2 “ֹאא"זֹז"לֹפי'...ֹע"פֹהמשנהֹאםֹאיןֹאניֹליֹכו'ֹשישֹלכלֹאישֹישראלֹדברֹמיוחדֹשאיןֹאחרֹיכולֹלתקנוֹרקֹהואֹוכמוֹכןֹלכל

...זוֹבשעהֹרקֹלתקנוֹי"שאֹמיוחדֹדברֹשעה ”. 

2  i.e. the Chiddushei HaRim. 
3  Vayikra Rabbah 35:1. 

4  Avos 1:14. 

5  see Zevachim 102a, which illustrates this point.  
6  http://bit.ly/2sn4FCr and http://bit.ly/2sco1KS. 
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https://www.sefaria.org/Zevachim.102a?lang=bi
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http://bit.ly/2sco1KS


Chayim Soloveitchik’s tombstone? Not “Roshei Yeshiva” or “Ba’al Chiddushei Rabbeinu 

Chayim HaLevi,” but “Rav HaChesed!” For he was a Ba’al Chesed.  

Do you know what Rebbe Akiva Eiger wanted to be written on his tombstone? What 

would you write? “Ba’al Teshuvos Rebbe Akiva Eiger” or “Derosh V’Chiddish Rebbe Akiva 

Eiger.” Rebbe Akiva Eiger told his children to leave this on his tombstone, “סבלֹיסוריםֹכלֹיומם, 

[he] was afflicted with suffering his entire life.” I can safely predict that no one in this room will 

ever come to the level of Rebbe Akiva Eiger. You can forget that. There are people that have to 

live with suffering but have to keep on going. We can emulate that. 

There is an incredible tombstone located in the Har HaMenuchos Cemetery in 

Yerushalayim. It’s not someone who’s famous, but the inscription says, “Here lays Rabbi 

Eliezer Yosef Lederberg, of blessed memory. He taught Torah to the masses. He learned and 

reviewed the tractates of Rosh Hashanah and Beitzah four thousand times.” 

Who was Rabbi Eliezer Yosef Lederberg? 

He lived in Batei Warsaw in Jerusalem, ran a business to earn a living, and spent all the 

time that remained studying Torah. Once he became sick and needed surgery to his head. The 

doctors told him that after the operation, which was needed to save his life, he might never see 

again. 

“How long can I delay the surgery?” he asked his surgeon. 

He was told that the maximum was six months. During this time he learned the two 

tractates, Rosh Hashanah and Beitzah, by heart, so he would be able to review them constantly if 

he went blind. The surgery was a success and not only did it save his life, it also saved his vision. 

He kept reviewing the two tractates wherever he was until he died on the 23rd of Sivan in the 

year 1954.  

He wrote in his will that perhaps the fact that he had reviewed the 4,000 times should be 

out on his tombstone, to serve as a model for others.7 

We have to ask ourselves, “What are our children going to write on our tombstone? 

What are they going to write about me and about you? How will they remember us? What will 

our children think about us?” When I see somebody doing something magnificent I say to 

myself, perhaps morbidly, “That’s tombstone material.” Nevertheless, that’s what we all have to 

think about. What will stand out in their minds is about who we were. Hopefully, it’ll be that 

mission, that we one day realized what we were here for. With Hashem’s help, we will 

accomplish that. 

 

 

 

 

To view this article online, go to https://www.sefaria.org/sheets/70410. For comments or feedback, please email 

sreviewch@gmail.com. 

                                                           
7  Excerpted from My Father, My King by Zelig Pliskin, pages 29-30. 
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