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Parashat Tzav 
 

THE TEXT (The Torah concludes the instructions for the process of inaugurating 

Aharon and his sons as Kohanim; the process included the separation of the new Kohanim 

from their homes, and the bringing of special korbanot.) 

 

ֲאֶׁשר ָעָׂשה ַּבּיֹום ַהֶּזה ִצָּוה ד' ַלֲעׂשֹת ְלַכֵּפר ּוִמֶּפַתח ֹאֶהל מֹוֵעד לֹא ֵתְצאּו ִׁשְבַעת ָיִמים...ּכַ }ח:לד{ 

 ֲעֵליֶכם.
 

{8:34} And from the doorway of the Tent of Meeting you [Aharon and his sons] shall not 

exit for seven days...As he did on this day, so Hashem has commanded to do, to atone for 

you. 
 

RASHI (The simple meaning of these verses is that the procedure that was done on the 

first day of the inauguration must be repeated for a total of seven days.  Rashi, however, 

sees the last phrase of the verse -- “to atone for you” -- to be superfluous.) 

 

ְוַרּבֹוֵתינּו ּדָ ְרׁשּו, "ַלֲעֹׂשת" ֶזה ַמֲעֵׂשה ָפָרה, "ְלַכֵּפר" ֶזה ַמֲעֵׂשה יֹום ַהִּכּפּוִרים, ּוְלַלֵּמד ֶׁשֹּכֵהן ָּגדֹול ָטעּון ְּפִריָׁשה 

 קֹוֶדם יֹום ַהִּכּפּוִרים ִׁשְבַעת ָיִמים, ְוֵכן ַהֹּכֵהן ַהּׂשֹוֵרף ֶאת ַהָּפָרה.

 

Our Rabbis expounded as follows: [The word]   ַלִעׂשת [to do] refers to the procedure of 

the Parah Aduma - “red cow” (see B’midbar, Chapter 19); [the word] ְלַכֵּפר refer to the 

service of Yom Kippur.  And this comes to teach us that [just as there were seven days of 

inauguration, so too] the Kohen Gadol [who performed the service on Yom Kippur,] was 

required to separate [from his home] before Yom Kippur for seven days, and so too the 

kohen who burned the Parah Aduma - “red cow.” 

 
 

THE RELEVANT PRINCIPLE As has been mentioned earlier, each verse in 

the Torah is a unified whole.1  Therefore, examine carefully how everything that Rashi 

writes on a verse or small group of verses harmonizes.  
 
 

                                                 

1 See the d’var Torah on Parashat Pekudei. 



QUESTION According to Rashi, our verse about the inauguration of the kohanim 

also hints to the laws of Parah Aduma - the red cow, and the laws of Yom Kippur.  What 

is the connection between these three apparently disparate mitzvot?  Why would the 

Torah teach us about all three of them in the same verse? 
 

AN ANSWER Yom Kippur and the burning of a Parah Aduma are both occasions 

on which the “performing” kohen must renew his original inauguration as a kohen.   

 

On Yom Kippur, the Kohen Gadol reaches the pinnacle of the institution of kehuna.  On 

Yom Kippur, he performs services which no kohen--not even he--can perform at any other 

time of the year.  Although his original annointment as Kohen Gadol qualifies him for this 

potential, the Torah requires him to undergo a special re-inauguration in preparation for 

this high point of his High Preisthood.  Thus, the Torah commands him, in our verse, to 

separate himself from his home for seven days, just as Aharon and his sons did when they 

were inaugurated as kohanim.  

 

The burning and processing of the Parah Aduma also requires this re-inauguration.  Unlike 

the Yom Kippur service, the burning of the Parah Aduma need not be performed by the 

Kohen Gadol, and it is not performed in a place of extreme sanctity.  It is not the pinnacle 

of kehuna, but it is of crucial importance to the continuity of the institution of kehuna.  

Without the purifying powers of the Parah Aduma, kohanim would be unable to serve in 

the Beit Hamikdash and the institution of kehuna would cease to exist.  Here too, the Torah 

commands the kohen to separate himself from his home for seven days prior to the burning 

of the Parah Aduma, in order to re-enact the original inauguration of Aharon and his 

children.  In order to effect the continuity of the kehuna, the kohen must prepare himself in 

the same way that Aharon and his sons prepared themselves for the creation of the kehuna.  

Continuity is equivalent to creation. 
 

CONCLUSION It is not by coincidence that the Torah places in one verse the laws 

of the inauguration of Aharon and his sons, the laws of Yom Kippur, and the laws of the 

Parah Aduma.   All three of these mitzvot are essential elements in the institution of kehuna.  
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