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The Gift of Tzo’raas 

Tzo’raas, the variety of skin diseases which afflicted a person who committed various sins such as 

arrogance, lashon hara, and stinginess caused by a love of money, required the person to be examined 

by the Kohain, the Priest, perhaps several times. It could involve a period of quarantine, isolation, and 

ritual sacrifices. What was it all about? 

Rabbi Chatzkel Abramsky, z”l, was once riding in an Israeli cab and the driver told him a story. 
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“After our IDF military service was over,” said the cabbie, “some friends and I went on a hiking and 

camping trip.  In the middle of the night, we heard shouts and awoke to find a large snake wrapped 

around one of my friends.  It was squeezing him so hard he could not breathe.” 

“We didn’t know what to do, as it slowly killed him, and one of my friends said, “You’re going to die, 

say ‘Shema Yisrael!’” As he did, the snake uncoiled and slithered away.  He was so moved that he 

became a baal Teshuva [a penitent Jew,] studied Torah, and is completely religious today.” 

R’ Chatzkel asked him, “And what about you?  Did you become more religious too?”   

“Me?” replied the taxi driver, “Why should I have become more religious?  The snake wasn’t wrapped 

around me!” 

As the cabbie in the story showed, sometimes you just don’t get the 

message until it happens to you. Tzo’raas was the ultimate personal 

tricorder that showed what was going on inside. 

The person’s rotten traits could have remained hidden if not for the fact 

that HaShem was kind to him or her. By manifesting as they did on the 

surface, the signs of tzo’raas forced the person to face up to what he had 

done wrong and work on correcting it or the tzo’raas would not go 

away. 

Rather than a punishment, the affliction was a kindness of G-d, showing 

the person how he or she could improve and come closer to Him. 

Though we don’t have tzo’raas today, HaShem still sends us challenges, suffering, and pain, not to 

punish us, but to wake us up and get us going in the right direction.     
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This week we read Parshas HaChodesh, when HaShem showed Moshe and Aharon the form of the 
new moon, and explained how to sanctify the new month. 

It goes on to discuss that Nissan should be the first month of our year, and that on the fourteenth day 
of that first month we are to celebrate Pesach. 

This is the first Mitzva of the Jewish People: to be in control of time and designate it according to our 
schedules, not the other way around. It is only after this that we are 
commanded to observe Pesach, the symbol and celebration of 
Freedom. 

If we put these ideas together, we understand that time is not 
supposed to rule us, forcing us into last-minute decisions and 
deadline-induced choices.   

Rather, we must control our time, make decisions with forethought 
and peace of mind, and that will enable us to be free. 

Just as the Jews who left Egypt were finally able to make their own 
decisions about what to do with their time, no longer subject to their 
taskmasters and Pharaoh, so are all Jews commanded to be in control 
of their time and choose to use it constructively and for the glory of Heaven. 

That was not only our first Mitzvah, for that time, but one that we are to continually fulfill, every day 
of our lives. 
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