
על דבר אשר לא קדמו אתכם בלחם ובמים בדרך בצאתכם 
ממצרים ואשר שכר עליך את בלעם בן בעור מפתור ארם נהרים 

)כג:ה( לקללך  

Because they did not greet you with bread and water on 
the way, when you left Mitzrayim, and because he [the 
people of Moab] hired Bilaam the son of Beor from Pesor in 
Aram Naharaim against you, to curse you (23:5) 

The gemara in Masechta Shabbos (17) teaches us the 
halacha that it is forbidden to eat bread from a goy, more 
commonly referred to as pas akum. The bread is prohibited 
for this may lead to intermingling and potentially marriage 
between Jewish men and Gentile women. It is for this reason 
that the halacha does not apply to bread bought in a 
commercial bakery, otherwise known as pas palter, because 
in such a setting there is no fear of intermarriage as the 
intermingling would be less likely. 

According to this halacha, it would seem that Amon and 
Moav not offering Klal Yisroel food in the midbar was 
actually a good thing, and yet, the Torah finds fault in their 
actions. Concluding the passuk, the Torah reveals to us why 
they did not offer food. It has nothing to do with them not 
wanting to be machshil us by giving goyishe bread. The truth 
is that they wanted to have nothing to do with the Jews at 
all, so much so that they hired Bilaam to curse the Jews, 
which further uncovers their underlying intentions. 
There a few limudim that we can glean from here: 
For starters, one may have tried to be dan lekaf zechus and 
say that “perhaps they could not afford to give us the bread”. 
This doesn’t work for two reasons. Firstly, they were not 
even willing to sell the Yidden bread; and more importantly, 
they clearly did have the funds, as we see that they had 
money to hire Bilaam to curse them. From here we can once 
again learn to constantly question ourselves whether “our 
excuses are consistent”. 
Another limud is that even if in the end our actions were 
okay, (i.e. the Yidden couldn’t eat their bread anyway), that 
can never be our cheshbon. If the right thing is to offer bread, 
than that is what we must do. If the other party must say no, 
then so be it. But that doesn’t change my obligation. 
The main limud to point out over here is the importance that 
the Torah attaches to hachnosas orchim. Just how much of an 
impact can hospitality make? 
The gemara in Masechta Sanhedrin (103b) says:  א"ר יוחנן
משום רבי יוסי בן קסמא גדולה לגימה שהרחיקה שתי משפחות 
מישראל שנאמר )דברים כג, ה( על דבר אשר לא קדמו אתכם בלחם 
ובמים ורבי יוחנן דידיה אמר מרחקת את הקרובים ומקרבת את 
הרחוקים ומעלמת עינים מן הרשעים ומשרה שכינה על נביאי הבעל 
 R’ Yochanan teaches us that offering food is– ושגגתו עולה זדון
so great that two families (Amon and Moav) were turned 
away from Klal Yisroel because they did not offer. R’Yochanan 
adds that Yisro merited coming close to Klal Yisroel, when he 
invited Moshe for some food, and that Micha caused HaShem’s 
“eyes” to be averted from the reshaim because of food. 

Furthermore, we find that it caused the Shechina to rest on a 
navi of the Baal. Lastly, if Yonason would have escorted Dovid 
with two loaves of bread, he would have never needed to come 
onto Nov Ir Hakohanim, thus averting a terrible chapter in 
history. 
Focusing on R’ Yochanan’s comment of the Shechina resting 
on a navi of the Baal, it is mindboggling to understand what 
had occurred. In Sefer Melachim 1 (perek 13) we find that 
Ido Hanavi was sent with a harsh message for Yerovam. 
Yerovam got angry and tried to strike Ido, but his hand 
withered. He then had the chutzpah to ask Ido to daven for it 
to get healed, and of course Ido acquiesced. Feeling some 
gratitude, Yerovam invited Ido to remain for some food, but 
Ido declined, because HaShem had forbidden him from 
partaking in any food in the city. On his exit, Ido met up with 
an older man who was actually a false prophet, one of the 
Neviei habaal. This man invited him to join him for food, and 
Ido further declined explaining that HaShem had said no. 
The man replied that he was also a navi and that HaShem 
had told him that it was okay. Ido went along with him and 
they ate together.  ויהי הם ישבים אל השלחן ויהי דבר ה' אל הנביא
 they were sitting at the table and the word of –אשר השיבו 
HaShem came to the navi. HaShem was angry that Ido ate 
when told explicitly not to and he would thus be punished 
with a terrible death. 
The passuk tells us that the word of HaShem came to the 
navi. Which navi? Not Ido, but instead the false prophet! 
Here we have a false prophet that lives his life for one thing: 
avoda zara. He sees a navi of the Aibeshter and thinks to 
himself that this Ish Elokim must be stopped. What does he 
do? He lies to him, thereby convincing him to eat there, 
going against the word of HaShem. What happens? He 
receives a nevuah from HaShem to relate to Ido, the real 
navi.  ל הדעתעהיעלה ? Can this really be? R’Yochanan shows 
from here how great the power of hospitality is. Even when 
done for the wrong reasons, it has such an awesome ability 
that it can even cause the shechina hakedosha to rest on the 
one that offered it. 
The final item that R’ Yochanan teaches us is from Yonasan. 
Had he escorted Dovid out in the right manner, many lives 
would have been saved. The Midrash states: “When you 
have given your guest food and drink, [you shall] escort him 
as well.” In fact, Chazal tell us: “Whoever escorts a guest on 
his way receives s’char comparable to the other services that 
he provided the guest.” 
R’ Shneur Kotler zt”l explains why such great importance is 
given to the mitzvah of levaya/ escorting. At times, a guest 
might overstay his welcome. Perhaps the host is gracious to 
his guest but is busy davening for the moment when the 
guest departs so that his home can finally get back to 
normal. It is possible that when the guest finally leaves, the 
host is privately overjoyed at his departure. Therefore, by 
seeing him out the door, and even remaining with him until 
the very last moment, is a clear indication that his departure 
is not welcomed but rather causes a bit of sadness. This will 
show that his previous hospitality, i.e. the feeding, the 
clothing and lodging, were sincere acts of chessed. 
 

Good Shabbos,      מרדכי אפפעל 
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