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It is brought down in the Sefer “Bircas Chaim” the words 
of Chazal (Pesachim 68b), R’ Elazar said: All concede that on 
Shavuos we also require 'לכם' – ‘for you’, meaning that even 
on Shavuos there must be an element for your enjoyment, 
half for Hashem and half for you. The Admor Rebbe Yechiel 
Meir of Ostrovzta said by way of a hint: When the holiday of 
Shavuos approaches and we see the actions of Israel that 
they accepted the Torah and they fulfill it, then all concede 
that Israel needs ‘for you’ – a livelihood and everything good 
– for it says (Avos 3:21) 'אם אין קמח אין תורה' – ‘If there is no 
flour, there is no Torah’. (Umatok HaOhr – Shavuos) 

 

On the day which we begin Sefiras HaOmer (the second 

day of Pesach) the Korban HaOmer, an offering made of 

barley, which is animal food, was brought. On Shavuos, at the 

end of Sefiras HaOmer, the Shtei HaLechem, two loaves of 

wheat bread, which is food for humans, was brought. The 

Chasam Sofer (Toras Moshe, Bamidbar s.v. Ki li) explains 

that our goal during Sefiras HaOmer is to elevate ourselves 

from our slavery in Mitzrayim and our low lifestyle wherein 

we were like animals, to the status of people, wherein we 

achieve the privilege to receive the Torah. 
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Rav Reuvein Karelenstein quotes the Kli Yakar 

(Parashas Emor), who asks a question. Why is it that when it 

comes to the Yom Tov of Shavuos, the holiday and its essence 

are not mentioned in the Torah like the rest of the Yomim 

Tovim? Why is it not found anywhere in the Torah that on 

this day, the Yom Tov of Shavuos, we accepted the Torah and 

that it is a Chag Matan Toraseinu, a holiday of the giving of 

the Torah? The Torah teaches us about Sefiras HaOmer, and 

after this we are taught about the Korban of the Shtei 

HaLechem, the Offerring of the Two Loaves of Bread which 

is offered on Shavuos, but nothing about Shavuos itself. Also, 

when the Yom Tov is mentioned again in Parashas Pinchas, 

the Yom Tov of Shavuos is mentioned and its Korbanos, but 

there is no mention that Shavuos is the day we accepted the 

Torah, that it is the day of Kabalas HaTorah. The Kli 

Yakar’s answer teaches us a valuable principle. The Pasuk in 

Shemos says that in the third month after Bnei Yisroel left 

Mitzrayim, BaYom HaZeh, on this day, they came to Midbar 

Sinai. Why does the Pasuk say BaYom HaZeh, on this day, 

and not BaYom HaHu, on that day? Chazal explain in 

Medrash Tanchuma that this comes to teach us that when one 

is learning Torah, the learning shouldn’t be as something old. 

The Torah should never seem as if it’s antiquated or outdated 

Chas V’Shalom, rather it should be brand new to us, as if it 

was just given to us today. That’s why the Pasuk says we 

came to Har Sinai on this day, because we have to look at the 

Torah like we just got it and it is fresh and brand new to us. 

Chazal further say in Yalkut Shimoni that the Pasuk says that 

Hashem is placing the Torah before us today                    

 and Chazal teach that the Torah ,(אשר אנכי נתן לפניכם היום)

should be as precious to us as if we accepted the Torah today 

from Har Sinai. The Nesivos Shalom writes that just as the 

Torah is eternal, so too is the giving of the Torah eternal. 

Each and every year we receive the Torah anew on this day 

of Shavuos. This is why we say in the Shemonah Esrei and in 

Kiddush, Z’man Matan Toraseinu, the time of the giving of 

the Torah— in the present tense, and not ‘L’Zeicher’, as a 

remembrance to the past— as if Hashem only gave the Torah 

to us once. Rather, Hashem gives us the Torah every year, 

and we observe this on the 6th of Sivan. Our focus is not on 

the original giving of the Torah but on the renewal of the 

giving of the Torah every year! 

 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 
 
 

 

      R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 
       Shavuos Treasures  

L'ilui Nishmas Gary Turkel 
(Chaim Yosef ben Ephraim Henach Z"L)  

on his first Yarzheit.  
Sponsored by his elementary school classmates. 

 

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Rav lsser Zalman Meltzer would say about Rav Shach and 

how much he loved learning Torah: “Rav Shach is so 

immersed in his learning, that if you would be able to see 

inside Rav Shach’s veins, you would not see blood flowing 

there— you would see Rashbas and Rav Akiva Eigers!” 

 



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The following story shows how much our Gedolim cherish learning Torah. Once, 

the Chofetz Chaim and the Rav of Charkov needed to speak with Rav Chaim Brisker, 

who was living in Warsaw, about a pressing matter. The two traveled by train to see 

him, and they arrived as Rav Chaim was in the middle of Davening of Shemoneh 

Esrei. They stood in the back of the room and waited for him to finish Davening so 

they could talk with him. In the meantime, a Jewish man entered the room, who 

apparently was not ‘all there’, and rudely walked right up to Rav Chaim Brisker and 

called out, “Rebbe! Why are there so many disagreements in Shas? There is so much 

Machlokes!” Rav Chaim was just finishing his Shemoneh Esrei when this happened 

and he was taking his three steps back. When he was ready, he quietly thought for a 

moment and then turned to the man and said, “That is incorrect! If you look at the 

many statements in Shas that are not disputed and have no argument, the number of 

disagreements is fewer than the statements that have no dispute. Therefore, there is not 

so much Machlokes in the Gemara!” The man left and the Chofetz Chaim began his 

discussion with Rav Chaim Brisker, and resolved what had to be taken care of. On 

their way back home, on the train to Radin, the Rav of Charkov was surprised to see 

how quiet the Chofetz Chaim was, as normally the Chofetz Chaim was very talkative, 

speaking over Divrei Torah and discussing the possible improvements to Yiddishkeit 

that could be made in the world. However, on this journey, the Chofetz Chaim was 

silent. For the entire train ride, the Chofetz Chaim sat deep in thought. Finally, as the 

train was about to arrive at their station, the Chofetz Chaim seemed to awaken from 

his trance and exclaimed, “Rav Chaim Brisker is a genius!” It was only then that the 

Rav of Charkov realized that for the whole trip, the Chofetz Chaim had been reviewing 

the entire Shas in his mind, and had now finally come to the conclusion that            

Rav Chaim was correct— the number of disagreements was indeed fewer than the 

number of places where there is no argument on a statement!  
 

 L’Maaseh      
Rav Yechiel Spero told a story 

in the name of the Ponovezher 

Rav, Rav Yosef Shlomo 

Kahaneman, which he used to 

illustrate true Ahavas HaTorah, 

love for the Torah. Rav Avraham 

Burstein was the Rav of the city of 

Tevrig in Lithuania. During World 

War I, there was a curfew placed 

on the city. No one was allowed to 

have any lights in their homes so 

that the enemy would not be able 

to spot their homes and come 

attack. Rav Avraham disregarded 

this warning and left on a very 

small light, enough to enable him 

to see the page of the Sefer he was 

learning. Despite the light being so 

small, the soldiers noticed it and 

barged into his home, and accused 

him of being a spy. Rav Avraham 

tried to explain that he was only 

using the light to study, but the 

soldiers would not listen to him. 

They demanded that he admit to 

his crime, but Rav Avraham 

Burstein would not say that he did 

anything wrong. The soldiers then 

prepared to shoot him. Just before 

they did, Rav Avraham asked for 

one last request. He asked them to 

spare him for just 15 more 

minutes. He explained that he was 

learning a difficult Rambam and 

he didn’t fully understand it yet, 

and he asked for only 15 minutes 

more to live so he could try to 

understand what the Rambam was 

teaching. The soldiers agreed to 

his dying wish, and Rav Avraham 

went back to the Rambam he was 

learning. A few moments later, a 

loud siren sounded outside. The 

soldiers knew that this meant they 

had to leave everything they were 

doing and move on quickly to the 

next village. They immediately 

left the house, leaving               

Rav Avraham alive, who 

proceeded to figure out the 

Rambam without any disruption! 
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 בס"ד

Pearls of Wisdom… A Word for the Ages 
Rav Shmuel Berenbaum, zt”l, the Rosh Yeshivah of the Mir Yeshivah, was known for 

his tremendous Hasmadah, his diligence and perseverance in learning Torah. He 

would teach others to learn with happiness and he would say, “Does anybody 

understand why, in the Birchas HaTorah that we say each morning, we ask Hashem 

‘Veha’arev Na’, to sweeten the words of Torah in our mouths? Isn’t it already so 

beautifully sweet without us having to ask?!” Another time he said, “Every night at 

Maariv, we recite ‘Ki Haym Chayeinu’, that the Torah and Mitzvos are our life.” Rav 

Shmuel would say to his students, “Focus closely on these words! Torah is not 

merely like oxygen or water. It is life itself!! We must value life!!” In a Sefer written 

by a grandson of Rav Shmuel Berenbaum, he writes that his Zaide told him what he 

should work on most when doing Teshuvah, and that is to learn Torah, because when 

one improves his learning, the Middos he wants to work on and everything else 

would fall right into place! On another instance, Rav Berenbaum noted, “We all 

invest time and effort in some way into making a Parnasah. However, it would be 

truly unfortunate for one to sacrifice his Parnasah for eternity, in favor of Parnasah 

that would only last for 100 years or so on this world. It is important to earn a 

Parnasah, but we must keep in mind what a relatively short time we live here for, as 

oppose to how long we will be living in Olam Haba— for eternity. We must give 

ourselves Parnasah that will last forever, and that is by learning Torah!” 
 

           Torah Gems 


