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A Tzaddik, or righteous person

before 

בשמחהמשנכנס אדר מרבי� 
PARSHAS

_ CHASSIDUS ON THE PARSHA
 

Thinning the Gold 

Winter and summer, Rav Levi Yitzchok slept during the first part of the night and 
woke up at midnight to serve Hashem
encouraged him to adopt the same practice for his own 

One night, Rav Yitzchok awoke at midnight, and seeing Rav Levi Yitzchok wide 
awake and fully dressed, he also rose from his bed and got dressed. Not knowing what was 
to come next, he waited for Rav Levi Yitzc
Levi Yitzchok wake his attendant.

“Get up,” he said. “We have to go. And take a bottle of whiskey with you.”

Rav Yitzchok was puzzled. Where was Rav Levi Yitzchok taking them? And why did 
he need a bottle of whiskey? 

The three men left the house in the dead of night, Rav Levi Yitzchok leading the way, 
and walked through the silent streets of Berditchev. After a few minutes, they arrived at an 
almshouse at the edge of the city, a simple shack in which derelicts
shelter. The main room was filled with rows of cots occupied by unwashed, disheveled men, 
all fast asleep. 

Rav Levi Yitzchok looked around and saw a sleeping derelict who appeared to be 
Jewish. He walked over to him and tapped him on hi
rubbed his eyes. 
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יתבר	' בעזרת ה  

 

A Tzaddik, or righteous person, makes everyone else appear righteous 

before Hashem by advocating for them and finding their merits.
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inter and summer, Rav Levi Yitzchok slept during the first part of the night and 
Hashem. When Rav Yitzchok of Nezhchiz stayed with him, he 

m to adopt the same practice for his own avoda. 
One night, Rav Yitzchok awoke at midnight, and seeing Rav Levi Yitzchok wide 

awake and fully dressed, he also rose from his bed and got dressed. Not knowing what was 
to come next, he waited for Rav Levi Yitzchok to lead the way. As he waited, he heard Rav 
Levi Yitzchok wake his attendant. 

“Get up,” he said. “We have to go. And take a bottle of whiskey with you.”

Rav Yitzchok was puzzled. Where was Rav Levi Yitzchok taking them? And why did 

The three men left the house in the dead of night, Rav Levi Yitzchok leading the way, 
and walked through the silent streets of Berditchev. After a few minutes, they arrived at an 
almshouse at the edge of the city, a simple shack in which derelicts and beggars sought 
shelter. The main room was filled with rows of cots occupied by unwashed, disheveled men, 

Rav Levi Yitzchok looked around and saw a sleeping derelict who appeared to be 
Jewish. He walked over to him and tapped him on his shoulder. The derelict stirred and 
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“Quick, give me the bottle,” Rav Levi Yitzchok said to his attendant. Then with the 
bottle in hand, he turned back to the derelict. “Are you awake?” 

The derelict rubbed his eyes again. “Yes, I’m awake.” 

“Do you enjoy a drink of whiskey?” 

“I certainly do,” said the derelict, and he smacked his lips. 

“Well, here is a bottle of whiskey,” said Rav Levi Yitzchok. “Have a drink. Take as 
much as you like.” 

The derelict looked at the bottle with greedy eyes. He reached out for it, but then he 
drew back his hand. 

“I can’t,” he said. 

“Why not?” said Rav Levi Yitzchok. 

“I’ve been asleep for a while,” said the derelict. “I can’t take a drink, because I haven’t 
washed my hands. Can you come back in the morning?” 

Rav Levi Yitzchok patted him on the shoulder and turned to the Polish derelict fast 
asleep on the next cot. He shook the derelict’s shoulder until he was awake. 

“Would you like a drink of whiskey?” said Rav Levi Yitzchok. “I have a full bottle 
here.” 

The derelict looked at the bottle, and his eyes lit up. 

“I would love a drink,” he said. “What do I have to do for it?” 

“Nothing,” said Rav Levi Yitzchok. 

He handed the bottle to the derelict without another word. The derelict grabbed the 
bottle, instantly brought it to his mouth and took an excessively long swig from it. 

Rav Levi Yitzchok danced with joy over the success of his mission. 

“Master of the Universe!” he cried out. “Soften Your judgments against Your people. 
Look at the difference between them and the rest of the world. True, there are drunken 
derelicts among us as well, but even such a man will not take a drink before he washes his 
hands and makes a blessing.” 

n 
Dvar Torah 

When Betzalel and his artisans made the multi-colored fabrics of the Mishkon, they 
wove threads of gold and silver into them. Regarding the manufacture of the gold threads, 
the Torah tells us, “And they hammered out the gold into thin sheets and cut them into 
threads” (39:3). 

According to the Zohar, says Rav Levi Yitzchok, gold is a symbol for the middas hadin, 
the attribute of strict justice, while silver is a symbol for the midas horachamim, the attribute of 
merciful justice. The Mishkon in its entirety represented the whole world in all its variety. 
When Hashem created the world, the Medrash tells us, He first intended to create it solely with 
the midas hadin. Knowing, however, that it could not endure in that form alone, He also added 
the midas horachamim. In the Mishkon, therefore, we find both gold thread and silver thread, 
symbolizing the presence of both midas hadin and midas horachamim in the world. 
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Nonetheless, even though the world cannot function without the midas hadin, because 
evil would otherwise be rampant, still, the Torah tells us that we have to soften the midas hadin 
and thin it out, so to speak. We have to take those sheets of gold, the symbols of the midas 
hadin, and make them thinner and thinner until they are paper-thin, and then we have to take 
these thin sheets of gold and reduce their potency even further by cutting them into fine 
gossamer threads, so that the midas hadin will reduced by the maximum possible. 

nnn 

Y  Translated Kedushas Levi on the Parsha Z 

“And with him was Oholiov the son of Achisomoch, of the tribe of Don, ‘chorosh 
vechoshev’” (Shemos 38:23). 
 

The term chorosh vechoshev is understood by Chazal 
(Chagiga 14a) as meaning “one with spellbinding wisdom”, that is, 
when he opens his mouth to speak, all the listeners become, as it 
were, deaf. We must understand the nature of this spellbinding 
wisdom. One begins as follows: One type of individual serves the 
Creator, blessed is He, with his intellect, that is, human intellect. A 
second type of individual serves the Creator, blessed is He, by 
contemplating the “central point of nothingness”, so to speak. This 

latter type of service is possible only with the assistance of Hashem, may He be blessed. And 
this is hinted at by the pasuk we find regarding Moshe: “…the image of Hashem, he does 
contemplate” (Bamidbar 12:8) – meaning that only with the assistance of Hashem is he able 
to contemplate the “central point of nothingness”. And in truth, with regard to such an 
individual, who is on such a high level, who merits the assistance of Hashem in contemplating 
“nothingness”, his own intellect is nullified, and he is rendered as if deaf, for his human 
intellect is nullified. And that is what our Sages, z”l, meant when they explained the term 
chorosh – when he contemplates the “central point of nothingness”, as explained above. And 
the term vechoshev means that when this individual returns to his own intellect, he is full of 
wonderment. And that is the hint in the words (38:23): “…and he embroiders with sky-blue 
and purple…” – as explained above; for he is decorated with many types of abundance of all 
goodly things. (Consider the above carefully.) 

n 

“They hammered out the thin sheets of gold and cut threads to work it 
within…a work of thought” (Shemos 39:3). 
 

For indeed, creative, planned activity was forbidden by the 
Torah [on Shabbos] (Beitza 3), and the principle is learned from the 
construction of the Mishkon (See Shabbos 73b), for everything was 
planned by Betzalel, whom the L-rd had filled with wisdom and 
knowledge (see Shemos 31:3). And the construction of the Mishkon 
resembled the creation of the universe (see Berochos 55a), which 
from the first was planned to be created using the attribute of strict 
justice alone. But when He saw that it could not continue to exist in 
that mode, He combined with it the attribute of compassion 
(Bereishis Rabba 12:15). For in the creation of the world, Hashem, 

The term chorosh 
vechoshev said in praise of 
Oholiov, means that 
Hashem helped him 
contemplate the “central 
point of nothingness”, have 
his existence nullified, and 
return to his intellect with 
wonderment. 

The Construction of 
the Mishkon is a model in 
miniature of the creation of 
the universe. Just as 
Hashem reversed Himself, 
as it were, and blended the 
attribute of mercy with the 
attribute of strict justice, so 
did Betzalel and the other 
builders of the Mishkon 
blend silver with gold, and 
other materials in the 
construction. 
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may He be blessed, also prepared the conditions that would be necessary for His world, 
appropriate measures of gold and silver, sky-blue and purple-dyed wool. From the first, He 
wanted to conduct His world with the attribute of gold [this refers to the attribute of strict 
justice]; afterward, He changed His mind, so to speak, and He realized that it would be good 
for the world to be conducted with the attribute of silver [this refers to the attribute of mercy]. 
(See the Zohar HaKodosh, Part 2, 148a). In the same manner, Betzalel and the craftsmen who 
were with him used a variety of materials, including gold, silver and copper in the likeness of 
the “Mishkon Above”. And as Hashem, may He be blessed, found it necessary to include in the 
creation of Heaven and earth the attribute of compassion, so was the intention of the 
craftsmen of the Mishkon”. 
 

And that is why it says: “They hammered out the thin 
sheets of gold” – for they made the threads of gold exceedingly 
thin, for the attribute of gold was “sweetened” to make it barely 
discernible. And they made the pieces of gold into tiny fragments, so 
that they should not be complete, but rather to blend them with the 
sky-blue and the purple wool, into the affairs of the world, to 
include in the mix a small number of grains of gold, because might 
is also a requirement of the world to subdue the evil, but the main 
ingredient should be the “white of the rods”, the attribute of silver. 
And this is the meaning of the expression: “a work of thought” – it 
means to say that the attribute of gold was the initial work of 

thought, meaning that the original thought was to create the universe with the attribute of 
strict justice, and that attribute must in fact be retained and interwoven with the other threads 
of the Creation. 

Conclusion of Sefer Shemos 

nnn 
 

We’ve added some content from Rav Yaacov Haber Shlita with his permission. We hope you enjoy. Editor. 

Torah Perspectives on the Parsha by Rav Yaakov Haber – www.torahlab.org 

Connecting with Yerushalayim 

When in shul, we are the nerve endings of Yerushalayim. 
The book of Shemos tells a forty-year story of the Jewish people. 
In this story, we grew from humble beginnings as slaves in Egypt to a Kingdom of 

Priests and a holy nation. The story culminates with the building of the Mishkon. 
We needed a project that would bring all the tribes of Yisrael together. Everyone 

brought something to the table. Some brought their wealth, some brought their engineering 
ability, some brought their weaving and other forms of artistry, some brought their physical 
strength and others brought their organizational skills. We would contribute our best and 
work together. This 150-foot by 75-foot concerted effort brought us from individuals to a 
cohesive nation. The presence of Hashem then rested upon us as a nation. 

When men and women brought their contributions to the Mishkon, there was enough 
– v’husar – and there was extra. The Zohar explains that the extra heart and soul stayed in 
the world and was put away by Hashem toward the building of the two Botei Mikdosh in 
Yerushalayim and every shul that would ever be created during thousands of years of Golus. 

The Zohar further explains that in the beginning, when Hashem created the world, He 

The original thought 
was to create the universe 
with the attribute of gold, 
strict justice, alone. But that 
was revised to make the 
main ingredient the 
attribute of silver, the 
attribute of mercy. And it 
was that way in the Mishkon 
as well, where gold was 
interwoven with silver and 
other materials. 
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took a bit of earth from the place that would become Yerushalayim and He spread it all 
around the world. Everywhere the earth was placed became the future site of a shul. Bilam 
recognized this and said, “Who can count the dust of Yaakov”? (Parshas Bolok). Bilom is 
saying: “Yerushalayim is all over the world. What power can I possibly have over it?” 

During the time of the final Redemption, all that earth, with the shuls that were built 
on it, will be returned by Hashem to Eretz Yisrael. 

When we stand in our own shuls, wherever they may be, we are standing in 
Yerushalayim. When in shul, we are the nerve endings of Yerushalayim. We can feel the pain 
of Yerushalayim and we can share in its simcha. The energy that constantly goes into the 
building and upkeep of the shul is the spillover of energy that was donated to the Mishkon. 
The energy of unity, generosity and freshness of spirit was used for the Mishkon and then 
trickled down through the generations, right to our shuls. 

A shul is more than a minyan. It is more than a gathering place. It is more than a Rav 
who can inspire with words of Torah, and it is more than an outstanding chazzan. A shul is a 
community effort to house the Shechina. 

When our people first came to Eretz Yisrael we davened in bomos – little backyard 
shuls, little family shuls and bomos-on-the-block shuls. Wealthy families had their own 
private boma. Wealthy cities in the Negev would boast about two or three hundred bomos in 
their communities. There were boutique bomos, early bomos, late bomos, talking bomos and 
quiet bomos. It was probably very comfortable and convenient. But when the Bais HaMikdosh 
was built in Yerushalayim, bomos became outlawed. In order to host the Shechina we had to 
work together. Yom Tov would come and all of Klal Yisrael would prepare to travel to 
Yerushalayim to recharge their souls and reunite with the Creator. Imagine someone saying to 
his wife, “Honey, I’m burned out – forget Yerushalayim. I think I’m going to daven on the 
block.” Where would be the unity? Where would be the community? 

In these times, Yerushalayim needs us and we need Yerushalayim. By appreciating, 
attending, working for and most importantly, respecting our shuls, we will strengthen 
Yerushalayim and with the help of Hashem we will all be transported to the real 
Yerushalayim. 

� � � � � � 

  הילולא

The anniversary of the petira of a Tzaddik is known as a Hilula, which means “A Day of Joy”. 

One of the tools that Kabbola teaches is to connect to a Tzaddik (righteous person). The 
method to connect to a Tzaddik is to adopt the following ritual: 

1) Learn the anniversary of his petira or, if this information is not available, the days of Erev 
Rosh Chodesh, Rosh Chodesh and the fifteenth day of the Hebrew month can be utilized for a 
connection. 

2) Light a twenty-five-hour candle in his or her honor. There is no specific berocha. Some say 
the following: This candle is being lit in the merit of ______________. 

Others say that it is the custom within Klal Yisrael to light a yahrzeit candle on the day that a 
relative or a Tzaddik has passed away. The lighting has no accompanying blessing, and people would 
like to express themselves in a tefilla when lighting the candle. This is not only true on a yahrzeit but 
on every Yom Tov as well. 

The author of the Pele Yo’etz, Rav Eliezer Papo (1785–1828), did in fact compose such a tefilla. 
Rav Papo was the Rav of the city of Selestria in Bulgaria. Bulgaria was a part of the Ottoman Empire at 
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the time. The tefilla of the Pele Yo’etz

Hebrew Tefilla for Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle

ת �ַ /��ֵ _______ יק ִד צַ הַ / י ִת ָר 
כבד ד מוֹ א עָ צֵ יֵ ת וַ ַ� ָר ל �ָ � עַ עֵ א יוֹ 

� ַהטוֹב ַמֲעֶ#ה ָ!ל  ְבָרצוֹ� ְ�ַרֲחִמי
י יל עִ לְ ת  חַ נ ְמ לְ ת  כ זְ ל לִ !ֹ ה הַ 

י ִה יְ . _______יק ִד צַ / י ִמ ִא / י 

Translation: 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul 
mother/the Tzaddik _______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 
before you, Hashem, our G-d and the G
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life.

3) Learn about the person including history, culture, writings

4) Study some of his teaching or writings.



Y GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER
YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK 

http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/

Biographical information and yahrzeits 

� 2nd of Adar II ~ Begins 
� Rav Meir Paprish, the Ohr Tzaddikim

began learning Kabbola as a talmid

Vital, the son of Rav Chaim Vital, (5422

� Rav Dovid ben Moshe Madjar of Yerushalayim, 

� Rav Yom Tov Algazi, the Maharit

mekubol, Rav Sholom Sharabi. Stemming from a long line of great 

Spain, his father, Rav Yisrael Yaakov, was 

before being appointed Rishon LeTzion

studied together with Rav Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai (the

appointed Rosh Yeshiva of Neveh Sholom

Yom Tov was appointed Rosh Yeshiva

petira of Rav Refoel Meyuchas. He le

Tov, Hilchos Yom Tov, and Kedushas Yom Tov

daughters, (5562/1802); 

� Rav Aharon HaGodol of Premishlan, son of Rav Meir the Great and 

Michel of Zlotschov, (5573/1813);

� Rav Yaakov Yechizkiyohu Grunwald

Grunwald, Rav and Rosh Yeshiva

Pikudei / MeOros.HaTzaddikim@gmail.com 

Pele Yo’etz is reproduced and translated below, as a public service.

r Lighting a Yahrzeit or Hilula Candle 

ָר י מוֹ ִמ ִא / י בִ ת )מַ ְ� י נִ יל עִ לְ ת  חַ נ ְמ ה לִ ר זֶ 
א יוֹ לֶ �ֶ ל הַ עַ �ַ � ִמ גֵ מָ , הַ לֶ ר אֶ פֶ סֵ ת �ַ (צַ ְמ נִ ה הַ 

ְ�ַרֲחִמי� 1ְ�ֶַקֵ�ל, ֲאבוֵֹתינ  ֵוא/ֵהי ֶא/ֵקינ  ‘ה 
ה הַ יֶ ְה יִ ה וְ ְ�ַמֲעֶ#  ֵ�י�, ְ�ִדי� ר ֵ�י�, ְ�ַמַחָ�ָבה

י בִ ל )ה ֶ� מָ ָ� נְ   חַ ר  �פֶ נֶ ט לְ ָר פְ �ִ  , לאֵ ָר 
 .י�יִ חַ ר הַ רוֹ צְ ת �ִ רוֹ ר � צְ יהֶ תֵ וֹ�

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d and the G-d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
in thought, speech or action be done for a merit and a resting and an elevation of the souls of 
your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the 
_____. May it be Your will that their souls be bound in the bond of life. 

Learn about the person including history, culture, writings and teachings.

Study some of his teaching or writings.                        See more at: www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm



GEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSERGEDOLIM BE'MISASAM YOSER    Z

YAHRZEITS FOR WEEK FOLLOWING PARSHAS PIKUDEI
http://www.chinuch.org/gedolim_yahrtzeits/Adar 

Biographical information and yahrzeits compiled by Reb Manny Saltiel and www.anshe.org

Begins Friday Night (Mar 11th) 

Tzaddikim, (1624–1662). At the young age of thirteen, Rav Meir 

talmid of Rav Yaakov Tzemach, who studied under Rav Shmuel 

Vital, the son of Rav Chaim Vital, (5422/1662); 

ben Moshe Madjar of Yerushalayim, mechaber of Chessed Dovid

Maharit Algazi (1727–1802), one of the main talmidim

, Rav Sholom Sharabi. Stemming from a long line of great Torah sage

Spain, his father, Rav Yisrael Yaakov, was Av Bais Din in Izmir, Turkey, for over forty years 

Rishon LeTzion in Yerushalayim. Rav Yom Tov was born in Izmir, and 

studied together with Rav Chaim Yosef Dovid Azulai (the Chida) as a youth. In 1758, he was 

Neveh Sholom. In 1782, after the petira of Rav Sholom Sharabi, Rav 

Rosh Yeshiva of Bais Keil and served as Rishon LeTzion

of Rav Refoel Meyuchas. He left behind a legacy of piskei halocha: Shu”t Simchas

Kedushas Yom Tov. He left one son (Rav Yaakov) and three 

of Premishlan, son of Rav Meir the Great and talmid

of Zlotschov, (5573/1813); 

Rav Yaakov Yechizkiyohu Grunwald of Pupa, the Vayaged Yaakov, son of Rav Moshe 

Rosh Yeshiva of Chust, and mechaber of several works, each entitled 

is reproduced and translated below, as a public service. 

ר זֶ יק נֵ לִ ְד י מַ ינִ ֵר הַ 
ה הַ ילָ פִ 1ְ _______ 

 י2נֶ פָ לְ � ִמ צוֹ י ָר ִה יְ 
ְ�ַמַחָ�ָבה ֵ�י�, עוֶֹ#ה ֶ�(ִני

ָר ְ# יִ  2ְמ ת עַ מוֹ ָ� נְ לִ 
�פְ ה נַ נָ יֶ ְה 1ִ � ֶ� צוֹ ָר 

Behold I am lighting this lamp for the resting and uplifting of the soul of my father/my 
_______ the son/daughter of ______________. May it be Your will 

d of our forefathers, that all my good deeds whether 
an elevation of the souls of 

your nation Yisrael. It should be especially for the soul of my father/mother/the Tzaddik 

and teachings. 

www.yeshshem.com/hilulah.htm 
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1662). At the young age of thirteen, Rav Meir 

of Rav Yaakov Tzemach, who studied under Rav Shmuel 

Chessed Dovid, (5560/1800); 

talmidim of the famed 

sages originating in 

in Izmir, Turkey, for over forty years 

in Yerushalayim. Rav Yom Tov was born in Izmir, and 

) as a youth. In 1758, he was 

of Rav Sholom Sharabi, Rav 

LeTzion following the 

Shu”t Simchas Yom 

. He left one son (Rav Yaakov) and three 

talmid of Rav Yechiel 

, son of Rav Moshe 

of several works, each entitled 
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Arugas HaBosem. Rav Moshe’s brother, Rav Eliezer Dovid Grunwald, known as the Keren 

Le’Dovid, also headed an important Yeshiva. Although Rav Yaakov Yechizkiyohu’s father was 

not born into a Chassidic family, he had gravitated toward the Shiniva and Belzer Rebbes and 

had taken his son on his many visits to those Rebbes. Rav Yaakov Yechizkiyohu studied under 

his father until his marriage. In 1929, Rav Yaakov Yechizkiyohu was chosen as Rav of Pupa, 

Hungary. He established a Yeshiva there, which soon numbered three hundred talmidim. Rav 

Yaakov Yechizkiyohu’s son, Rav Yosef Grunwald, succeeded his father, (5701/1941); 

� Rav Avrohom Kalmanowitz (1891–1965), Av Bais Din of Tiktin, Rosh Yeshiva Mir-U.S. He 

was a talmid of Slobodka, a Rav of Rakov, and a close friend of Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzinski of 

Vilna. He was also the founder and head of a kollel, and a leader of Agudas Yisrael of Poland. 

After World War I, the Mirrer Yeshiva appointed him as its president. His wife’s grandfather 

was Rav Betzalel HaKohen, a Dayan in Vilna and mechaber of Mareh Kohen. At the beginning 

of World War II the Rav and his family reached the United States, while his beloved Mirrer 

Yeshiva escaped from Mir to Vilna, to avoid Soviet persecution. During the War, the Rav was 

one of the leading personalities of the Va’ad Hatzola, (5724/1964); 

� Rav Yisrael Alter, the Bais Yisrael of Ger, (1895–1977). The third son of Rav Avrohom 

Mordechai, the Imrei Emes, he celebrated a double simcha at his bar Mitzva, as he became 

engaged to his cousin, Chaya Sara. They married two years later. In 1940, the Imrei Emes 

escaped the Nazis and reached Eretz Yisrael, along with his sons, Rav Yisrael, Rav Simcha 

Bunim, and Rav Pinchas Menachem. Tragically, Rav Yisrael’s wife, daughter and son perished, 

a fact he didn’t learn until 1945. He remarried in 1948, but had no children from his second 

wife. After his father’s petira, Rav Yisrael assumed the mantle of leadership as the fourth Rebbe 

of Ger. For the next twenty-nine years, he rebuilt Ger and was a major force in the Moetzes 

Gedolei HaTorah of Agudas Yisrael. After his passing, Ger was led by his brother, Rav Simcha 

Bunim, until his petira in 1992. After that, his other brother, Rav Pinchas Menachem, led Ger 

for four years. Since then, Ger has been led by Rav Yaakov Aryeh, the son of Rav Simcha 

Bunim, (5737/1977); 

� Rav Moshe Schwab, (1918–1979), born in Frankfurt am Main to Rav Yehuda (Leopold) and 

Hanna (née Erlanger) Schwab, the younger brother of Rav Shimon and Rav Mordechai. He was 

sent to learn in Kaminetz under Rav Boruch Ber Leibowitz and in Baronovich under Rav 

Elchonon Wasserman. In 1938, he moved to England and accepted a position at the kollel in 

Gateshead. In 1942, he married Rebbetzin Rochel Baddiel, daughter of Rav Dovid Baddiel, one 

of the founding members of the Gateshead kehilla. In 1946, he joined the Yeshiva and became 

very close to Rav Dessler. He authored Ma’archei Lev on the Yomim Tovim, (5739/1979); 

� Rav Mordechai Wulliger (1895–1995), born in Bishtina-Marmoresh to Rav Moshe Wulliger, 

one of the greatest talmidim of the Yetev Lev of Sighet, Rav Zalman Leib Teitelbaum (the great-

grandfather of the Satmar Rebbe). His primary teacher was Rav Chaim Tzvi Teitelbaum, Rav of 

Sighet and mechaber of Atzei Chaim. Rav Wulliger settled in the United States in 1938 and was 

a member of the Yeshiva and Mesivta Torah Vodaas for about fifty years. He authored a myriad 

of seforim, the first of which was Pardes Mordechai, (5755/1995). 

� 3rd of Adar II ~ Begins Motzai Shabbos (Mar 12th) 
� Rav Mordechai Yaffe, mechaber of Levush Mordechai, and known as the Ba’al HaLevushim 

(1530–1612). Born to the Rav of Prague, he was sent to Poland to study under the Maharshal 

and Rema in his youth. Married in 1553, he founded a Yeshiva in Prague. However, in 1559, 

King Ferdinand decreed that the Jews of Prague be expelled. Despite the successful efforts of 
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Pope Pius IV on behalf of the Jews (which resulted in a two-year delay), the Jews of Prague left 

the city in 1561. Rav Mordechai settled in Venice, where he learned with Rav Avrohom Abuhav 

and Rav Mattisyohu Delacrut. He became Rav of Horodna (Grodno) in 1572, then Lublin in 

1588. In 1598, when the Maharal left Posen for Prague, Rav Mordechai became Rav of Posen 

until his petira. Two important peirushim on the Levush were written many years later: in Elya 

Rabba, Rav Eliyohu Shapiro answers many refutations of the Levush brought in the Malbishei 

Yom Tov, (written by the mechaber of Tosefos Yom Tov), and in Levushei Tzedoka, Rav Tzodok 

HaKohen answers difficulties raised by the Sma in Levush Choshen Mishpat, (5372/1612); 

� Rav Noach of Cracow, mechaber of Toldos Noach on Medrash, (5398/1638); 

� Rav Noach Chaim Berlin of Altuna, mechaber of Atzei Almogim and Atzei Arozim and Av Bais 

Din of AH”U (Altona, Hamburg and Wandsbeck), (5562/1802); 

� Rav Binyomin Zev Lev Roke’ach, (1777–1851). He was born in the small town of Vadislav, 

and his father, the Shemen Roke’ach, sent him to the Yeshivos of Rav Eliezer Kempne of 

Prostitz, and of his brother-in-law, Rav Yirmiyohu of Mattersdorf. He married Rebbetzin 

Feigele, the daughter of Rav Yitzchok Eisik Elkish, Rav of Ushpitzin from the dynasty of Rav 

Heschel and the Maginei Shlomo. He subsequently became Rav in Amshinov. He is the 

mechaber of Sha’arei Torah. His son, Yirmiyohu, was the mechaber of Divrei Yirmiyohu, 

(5611/1851 – Adar II); 

� Rav Binyomin Morgenstern of Kotzk, son of Rav Mendel of Kotzk, (5626/1866); 

� Rav Eliyohu Mezhritch, mechaber of Midreshei Eliyohu, (5628/1868); 

� Rav Eliyohu Dovid Rabinowitz-Teumim, the Aderes (1843–1905). The last part of his name, 

Te’umim, denotes the fact that he was a te’om, or twin. His mother, Chana, was a descendant of 

the Ba’al HaLevushim and the Chacham Tzvi. After his marriage, Rav Eliyohu Dovid moved to 

his wife’s birthplace, Ponovezh. He served as Rav of Ponovezh from 1872 to 1890 and of Mir 

from 1890 to 1898. He was then asked to assume the position of chief Rav of Yerushalayim, on 

the recommendation of Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzinsky. There, he assisted the eighty-year-old Rav 

Shmuel Salant. Rav Eliyohu Dovid served as the Rav of Yerushalayim for four years, 

(5665/1905 – Adar II); 

� Rav Yechiel Malach, (1922–2006). Born in Ostrolenka, Poland, he was a talmid muvhok of 

Rav Avrohom Yoffen. He went on to learn in Slabodka, then settled in Brooklyn after the War. 

He became a ninth-grade Rebbe and Manhig Ruchani at Yeshiva Be’er Shmuel. In about 1986, 

he moved to Yerushalayim, where he was marbitz Torah in the Gerrer Yeshiva, Ner Yisrael, 

(5766/2006). 

� 4th of Adar II ~ Begins Sunday Night (Mar 13th) 
� Rav Achai bar Rav Huna of Rabanan Soverai, 506 CE; 

� The body of Rav Meir (MaHaRaM) of Rothenburg was released for burial in 1307, fourteen 

years after his petira in the fortress of Ensisheim. He was buried in the old Jewish cemetery of 

Worms. Next to him was buried Rav Alexander Susskind Wimpfen, who gave away his entire 

fortune to ransom the body. Both graves miraculously escaped Nazi ravaging of the cemetery; 

� Rav Mordechai Leib Mann, Rosh Yeshiva Bais Hillel in Bnei Brak, (5757/1997); 

� Rav Leib Sara’s (1730–1796). Considered one of the hidden Tzaddikim by the Ba’al Shem 

Tov, he spent his life wandering to raise money for ransoming Jewish prisoners, (5556/1796 – 

Adar II); 

� Rav Eliezer (“Lazer”) Gordon (1841–1910). Born in Chernian, Lithuania, to Rav Avrohom 

Shmuel Gordon, a talmid of Rav Chaim of Volozhin. He learned at Rav Yisrael Salanter’s 
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Yeshiva in Kovno with Rav Yitzchok Blazer, Rav Simcha Zissel Ziv, and Rav Naftoli 

Amsterdam. He succeeded his father-in-law as Rav of Kovno, but left after three months to 

become Rav of Kelm, where he opened a Yeshiva. Then he went to Slobodka and stayed for six 

months, after which he went to Telshe, which had been opened in 1877 by Rav Nosson Tzvi 

Finkel and Rav Eliezer Chavas. In 1897, he hired Rav Leib Chasman as Mashgiach to fight off 

the influences of the Haskola. Rav Lazer was niftar in London while on a fund-raising mission 

after a fire destroyed the Yeshiva in Telshe, (5670/1910); 

� Rav Avrohom Blumenkrantz (1944–2007). Born in Palestine four years before the founding 

of the State of Israel, Rav Avrohom and his family were abroad at the outset of the War of 

Independence. In the early 1950s the family settled in Bogotá, Colombia. His father, Rav 

Chaim Menachem Bentzion, became chief Rav. Rav Avrohom came to New York as a teenager 

to study at Mesivta Tiferes Yerushalayim under Rav Moshe Feinstein, with whom Rav 

Blumenkrantz maintained a close relationship, until Rav Feinstein’s petira in 1986. Under the 

guidance of Rav Moshe, Rav Avrohom took positions at Staten Island and Brooklyn. He also 

became Rav in Far Rockaway. He also became well known for his Pesach guide, (5767/2007). 

� 5th of Adar II ~ Begins Monday Night (Mar 14th) 
� Rav Ze’ev Wolf (Velvele) of Ostracha (also known as Tcharni-Ostraa). He was a close talmid 

of Rav Dov Ber (the Maggid) of Mezritch and Rav Pinchas of Koritz. Thereafter, he became a 

follower of Rav Meshulam Feivish of Zhebariza, the Yosher Divrei Emes. He married the 

daughter of Reb Zushe of Hanipoli. Three years after the petira of the Yosher Divrei Emes, he 

immigrated to Eretz Yisrael (in 1798) and settled in Teverya, (5583/1823); 

� Rav Shmuel Abba Shapira of Slavita, printer of the famous “Slavita Talmud”, grandson of 

Rav Pinchas of Koritz, (5624/1864); 

� Rav Avrohom Landau of Tchechenov. Born in Prantzav, he married at sixteen and had four 

children. Lodz and Lublin fought for the honor of hiring Rav Avrohom as their Rav, but he 

chose instead to lead the small rural community of Tchechenov. Only after the Kotzker Rebbe 

and Rav Yitzchok Meir of Gur (the Chiddushei HaRim) had passed away, and hundreds of their 

followers turned to Rav Avrohom for blessings and advice, did he finally agree to become a 

Rebbe, (5635/1875); 

� Rav Mordechai Shlomo Friedman (1891–1971), Boyaner Rebbe in New York. He was the 

son of the first Boyaner Rebbe, Rav Yitzchok Friedman, the Pachad Yitzchok, and the brother of 

Rav Menachem Nachum Friedman (1869–1936), Boyaner Rebbe of Chernovitz; Rav Yisrael 

Friedman (1878–1951), Boyaner Rebbe of Leipzig and Tel-Aviv; and Rav Avrohom Yaakov 

Friedman (1884–1941), Boyaner Rebbe of Lemberg. His grandson, Rav Nachum Dov Brayer, is 

the current Boyaner Rebbe of Yerushalayim, (5731/1971); 

� Rav Yosef Farbstein (1947–2006). Grandson of Rav Yechezkel Sarna, he became Rosh Kollel 

of Bais Shmuel under Rav Horowitz, the Av Bais Din of Ungar. In 1970 he married Rebbetzin 

Gittel, daughter of Rav Akiva Ehrenfeld, founder of Yerushalayim’s Mattersdorf neighborhood 

and nosi of its institutions, and the granddaughter of Rav Shmuel Ehrenfeld, the Gavad of 

Mattersdorf, Austria. In 1988, he was appointed Ra”m in Yeshivas Ohr Elchonon under Rav 

Moshe Chodosh, (5766/2006). 

� 6th of Adar II ~ Begins Tuesday Night (Mar 15th) 
� Rav Shmuel ben Natronai, one of the Baalei Tosafos, was tortured and martyred, (4957/1197); 

� Rav Daniel Prostitz (1759–1846), Rav of Pressburg and colleague of the Chasam Sofer, 

(5606/1846); 
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� Rav Naftoli Amsterdam, talmid of Rav Yisrael Salanter. He immigrated to Eretz Yisrael in 

1902, (5606/1916); 

� Rav Yosef Baumgarten, Av Bais Din Schiffschule in Vienna, (5696/1936); 

� Rav Dovid Povarsky, Rosh Yeshiva of Yeshivas Ponovezh, (1902–1999). When he was twelve 

years old, he learned with Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer in Slutzk. Afterward, he transferred to 

Poltova, where he became deeply attached to his Rav Muvhok, Rav Yeruchom Levovitz, whom 

he followed to Kelm and Ponovezh. From Ponovezh, he transferred to Mir Yeshiva and became 

very close to Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz. One of his chavrusas in Shulchon Oruch was Rav 

Aharon Kotler. A while after his marriage, he transferred to the Yeshiva in Baranowitz, where 

he studied under Rav Elchonon Wasserman. Later, Rav Yeruchom sent Rav Dovid to be a Ra”m 

in Yeshivas Chachmei Lublin, headed by Rav Meir Shapiro of Lublin. Rav Dovid merited 

forming a special bond with Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzinsky, (5759/1999); 

� Rav Chanoch Tzvi HaKohen Levin, the Bendiner Rav, (5695/1935). 

� 7th of Adar II ~ Begins Wednesday Night (Mar 16th) 
� Birthday of Moshe Rabbeinu, 1393 BCE (Sota 12b) and his yahrzeit in 1273 BCE, (Kiddushin 

38a);  

� Many people stay up all night studying the teachings of Moshe Rabbeinu from the Chumash 

and the Zohar, where he appears as the Mehemmna Rahaina. 

Moshe Rabbeinu was willing to set himself completely aside for the sake of his fellow 

Jews. Nevertheless, there were times when the Jewish people complained, and even sinned. 

That was why the people did not enter Eretz Yisrael right away, as Hashem had wanted, and 

why the generation that came out of Egypt passed away in the desert. After the most serious of 

these confrontations between Moshe and Bnei Yisrael, the sin of the Golden Calf, Hashem said 

to Moshe Rabbeinu, “I will destroy the entire Jewish people and I will start a new Jewish nation 

from you. Maybe this time they will be on a higher level.”  

What did Moshe reply? “If you are planning to destroy the Jewish people, then You can 

destroy me first: mecheini na misifrecha — “Erase me from Your Book.” Moshe was far from 

being erased from the Torah, but there is one parsha – Tetzaveh – in which his name does not 

appear at all. But although the name Moshe does not appear, his essence does, in that Hashem 

speaks the first words of the parsha to Moshe. This parsha begins with the words, Ve’ata 

tetzaveh — “And you shall command Bnei Yisrael to bring you pure olive oil to kindle the 

eternal light”. “You” here refers to Moshe Rabbeinu and the Shechina together. 

Most leaders are hungry for power, and that is their motivation for becoming leaders. 

Moshe Rabbeinu, by way of contrast, was a leader who did not want to be a leader, as we see 

from the very beginning of his career, when he tried to refuse to accept upon himself the 

leadership of Bnei Yisrael. Once he became a leader, his own interests were always secondary 

and subordinate. The people always came first. 

� Rav Shlomo Ephraim of Lunshitz, mechaber of Kli Yokor (1550–1619). After serving as Rosh 

Yeshiva in Lemberg, he became the Rav of Prague. He was well known as an inspiring speaker. 

In addition to Kli Yokor, Rav Shlomo Ephraim also wrote special selichos to be said in memory 

of the Jews of Prague who suffered horribly during the pogroms of 1611, (5379/1619); 

� Rav Avrohom Tzvi Patznovski of Piotrokov, (5579/1819); 

� Rav Yitzchok Isaac Taub of Kaliv, founder of Kaliver Chassidus in Hungary (1744 (or 1751)–

1821), born to Rav Yechezkel, in Szerencs, Hungary. According to stories of Hungarian 
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Chassidim, Rav Leib Sara’s received permission from the boy’s widowed mother to raise him 

and took him directly to Rav Shmelke of Nikolsburg. Rav Yitzchok Isaac also learned 

Chassidus from Rav Elimelech of Lizhensk. After his marriage to Feige, Rav Yitzchok Isaac’s 

wife remained in her hometown of Tertzel while Rav Yitzchok Isaac stayed away from home 

for many years. His wife’s financial needs were supplied by a wealthy Kaliv Jew, Yaakov Fisch. 

In gratitude, Rav Yitzchok Isaac blessed Yaakov with good health and he lived for over a 

hundred years. When Rav Yitzchok Isaac returned home in 1781, the Jews of Szabolcs County 

appointed him as their leader, and he moved to Nagykálló, or Kaliv, as it is known to Jews. For 

the next forty years, Rav Yitzchok Isaac pioneered the spread of Chassidus throughout Hungary 

from Kaliv, and he is regarded as the first Admor to take up permanent residence in Hungary. 

Rav Yitzchok Isaac is remembered as “the sweet singer of Yisrael” and is famed for his 

niggunim, (5581/1821 – Adar II); 

� Rav Elimelech Menachem Mendel Landau of Zabeirtze (1859–1936), born Menachem 

Mendel (Elimelech was added a year before his petira) to Rav Dov Berish Landau of Strikov 

and Biala. After the petira of Rav Yitzchok of Vorka in 1848, the majority of Vorka Chassidim 

chose to follow Rav Menachem Mendel’s father, Rav Dov Berish. After his petira in 1876, 

none of the sons was willing to accept leadership, so the Chassidim followed Rav Dov Berish’s 

primary talmid, Rav Yechiel of Alexander. Rav Menachem Mendel and his brothers moved to 

Alexander in order to follow Rav Yechiel, and, after his petira in 1894, his son, the Yismach 

Yisrael. When the Yismach Yisrael passed away childless in 1910, Rav Menachem Mendel’s 

brother, Rav Aharon Tzvi, founded a court. Only when he was niftar, did Rav Menachem 

Mendel accept leadership of the Chassidim and set up court in Strikov. After World War I, he 

settled in the town of Zhgierzh, adjacent to Lodz, and founded Yeshiva Beis Aharon, named 

after his brother. When he visited Eretz Yisrael, he founded Yeshiva Zechusa DeAvrohom. His 

Divrei Torah were printed in Maggid Devorov L’Yaakov and in Bayeshishim Chochma. His son, 

Rav Yaakov Yitzchok Don, succeeded him and was murdered by the Nazis (4th of Cheshvan 

1943). His son, Rav Avrohom, survived the war and reestablished Strikover Chassidus in Eretz 

Yisrael, (5696/1936); 

� Rav Tzvi Kinstlicher, mechaber of Sheilos U’Teshuvos Be’er Tzvi, (5725/1965); 

� Rav Chaim Yaakov Goldvicht, founder and Rosh Yeshiva, Kerem B’Yavne. Born in 

Yerushalayim, he attended Yeshiva Eitz Chaim under Rav Isser Zalman Meltzer. Thereafter, he 

learned under the guidance of Rav Zev Soloveitchik, the Brisker Rav. After marrying his wife, 

Miriam, he moved to Bnei Brak where he studied under the Chazon Ish and was also close to 

Rav Yitzchok Sher, (5755/1995); 

� 8th of Adar II ~ Begins Thursday Night (Mar 17th) 
� Rav Shmuel Dovid Ungar of Nitra, a descendant of Don Yitzchok Abarbanel, (5705/1945); 

� Rav Gershon of Lotzk, a talmid of the Mezritcher Maggid, (5548/1788); 

� Rav Aryeh Leib Hanover (1715–1789). Son of the Pnei Yehoshua, he married the daughter of 

Rav Yechiel Michel Halperin, Rav of Berzhan. After posts at Skohl and Sevirz, he was asked to 

serve as Rav at Hanover at the age of forty-one. He was a fierce opponent of the supporters of 

Shabbetai Tzvi. His chiddushei Torah are printed in the sefer Pnei Aryeh on Maseches Bova 

Kamma, (5549/1789); 

� Rav Yosef Yedid, mechaber of Yemei Yosef, (5690/1930); 

� Rav Avrohom Noach Paley of Shklov-Yerushalayim, (5692/1932); 

� Rav Moshe Aharon Stern (1926–1998). Born in New York, he was a grandson of the famed 
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Tzaddik, Rav Yaakov Yosef Herman (subject of the book All for the Boss). In his youth, Rav 

Moshe Aharon studied at Yeshiva Torah Vodaas. At age eighteen, he traveled to Eretz Yisrael 

and enrolled in the Kamenitz Yeshiva, where he remained for the rest of his life, serving as 

Mashgiach for the last twenty years of his life, (5758/1998); 

� Some historical events from the 8th of Adar. (These are not coincidental, but rather occur on a 

specific day as they relate to the energy of that day.) 

• The Jews of Barbados were granted permission to take an oath on the “Old Testament”, 

5434/1674. This was a first for the New World. 151 years later, in 5585/1825, also on the 8th of 

Adar, the Jews of Maryland were allowed to take a non-Christian oath. A declaration of belief 

in S’char v’Onesh in Olam Haba was part of their oath; 

• Yeshiva Eitz Chaim, the first elementary school with secular studies in the U.S., was established 

in 5646/1886; 

• Deportation of the Jews from Thrace, 5703/1943.


Y HILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’THILLULA DE’TZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKAZADDIKA Z 

WHAT’S BEHIND YAHRZEIT MEANINGS & CUSTOMS 
The holy Arizal taught: 

On the Hilula (Yahrzeit) of a Tzaddik, he alone teaches in the heavenly academy 

known as the Mesivta DeRokiya, and on that day they only study his novel Torah 

thoughts called chiddushim as well as review his good deeds and acts of chessed 

(loving-kindness). 

The Bais Yisrael of Gur said that the Shabbos preceding a yahrzeit, we have the 
ability to latch onto and grasp that Tzaddik’s force and tap into his power. 



Y GEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEMGEDOLIM BE’MASAYHEM Z    

 STORIES & ANECDOTES 

Rav Mordechai Ben Rav Mordechai Ben Rav Mordechai Ben Rav Mordechai Ben AvrohomAvrohomAvrohomAvrohom    YaffeYaffeYaffeYaffe,,,,    3333rrrrdddd    of of of of Adar IAdar IAdar IAdar IIIII    

Ba’al HaLevushim 

Rav Simcha Bunim of Otwezchek, 
grandson of Rav Yitzchok, son of the 
Vorker Rebbe, told: 

When Rav Mordechai Yaffe was a 
young man, he was exceedingly handsome. 
A gentile noblewoman saw his beauty, 
desired him for herself and hatched a plot 
to ensnare him. When he realized her evil 
intentions and tried to escape, she 

threatened him with torture and 
imprisonment. Seeing no other way out, he 
escaped through a sewer grate and ran off. 
While in the sewers, he was befouled and 
choked from the stench and the putrid 
fumes of decay and despoiled garbage.  

All ten of his garments were soiled 
and ruined, covered in sludge and sewage. 
When he emerged, a great tumult occurred 
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in Heaven. They recognized his great self-
sacrifice and it was decreed that he would 
merit authoring ten magnificent seforim 
corresponding to the ten garments he had 
lost during his flight from the evil 
temptress. He therefore called his ten 
writings and seforim Levushim – clothes or 
garments: Levush Chur, Techeles, Ateres 
Zohov and so on.  

After he succeeded in overcoming 

this test, he davened that none of his 
descendants should be comely or attractive 
so that they would never be tested in a 
similar way. His tefillos were accepted and 
all his descendants were of dark 
complexions thereafter. Rav Simcha Bunim 
concluded, “Nine of his seforim were 
printed in his lifetime. How I wish 
someone would reveal and print the tenth!” 
(Bais Yitzchok, p. 270) 

    

Rav Leib Sara’s Rav Leib Sara’s Rav Leib Sara’s Rav Leib Sara’s bbbben Rav Yosefen Rav Yosefen Rav Yosefen Rav Yosef, , , , 4444
thththth
    of of of of Adar IAdar IAdar IAdar IIIII    

The Tosher Rebbe told how Rav Leib 
was orphaned from his father at a young 
age. It is said that he was one of the thirty-
six hidden Tzaddikim. 

When he reached the age of bar 
mitzva, his mother brought him to the 
Maggid of Mezritch on Sunday 17th of 
Tammuz, Tav Kuf Gimmel. The Maggid 
told him he would give him a bar mitzva 
present but no one knew what that meant, 
and no one saw him give any gift. However, 
tradition has it that he gave him a part of 
the soul of the Ohr HaChaim HaKodosh 
who had passed away on Erev Shabbos the 
15th of Tammuz that past week. 

When he grew up, he was a talmid of 
the Maggid; the Maggid said of him that 
all his deeds were solely for Hashem! 

Sometimes, when he needed to 
cancel a decree, he would travel from his 
home in Russia to Vienna to the king’s 
palace and accomplish what he needed. He 
did this all on Erev Shabbos and came 
home before Shabbos that very day! 

The Tosher Rebbe continued:  

I heard from my maternal uncle that 
Rav Yaakov Feish related how Rav Leib 
Sara’s once saved him from danger: 

Rav Yaakov’s home in Kaalov was 
always open to guests. All the Tzaddikim 
who came to Kaalov stayed there and he 
had a guestbook where all their names were 

inscribed, including eighty Tzaddikim who 
had Ruach HaKodesh (divine intuition). 

Once, Rav Leib Sara’s was a guest in 
Rav Yaakov’s home and he was well-
received and greatly honored. One day, Rav 
Leib Sara’s asked Rav Yaakov to go to the 
minister named Kalo and tell him that Leib 
was calling for him.  

“How can I go there? The place is 
heavily guarded and there are dangerous 
dogs!”  

“Nonetheless, you must go,” said 
Rav Leib.  

He sent him together with one of his 
shluchim. In a miraculous manner, they 
soon found themselves in front of the 
minister who, once he heard Rav Leib’s 
message, replied, “I am coming at once!” 

The minister came to Rav Leib and 
they enclosed themselves in a room and 
held a long, private discussion. When they 
came out Rav Leib pointed at Rav Yaakov 
and declared, “This is the Rav Yaakov of 
whom I told you, that he is expert in 
horses. If you ever wish to buy horses, then 
take him with you to the fair!” The entire 
episode was a wonder!  

 One day, before Pesach, a blood 
libel was hatched by Rav Yaakov’s gentile 
enemies and detractors that he had 
murdered a gentile boy who had been his 
servant and used his blood for matzos! Rav 
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Yaakov had many enemies because of his 
wealth and success and the local priest had 
contrived this libel to be his downfall. The 
priest paid the young lad to run away and 
produced false witnesses to testify. The 
trial was set for after Pesach and Rav 
Yaakov was jailed and sat in prison. 

Using large sums of money, his 
family bribed the guards to release Rav 
Yaakov. Meanwhile, the minister needed to 
buy horses at the fair. Remembering Rav 
Leib’s words, he took Rav Yaakov with him 
to buy horses at the fair. When the minister 
arrived, he saw that his horse expert was 
downtrodden and in low spirits.  

“Why do you look so downcast?” 
asked the minister. Rav Yaakov described 
the false accusations and the libel that had 
been concocted against him.  

“Don’t worry,” the minister 
attempted to calm him, “I will do my best 
to get you off – surely you are innocent of 
such ridiculous charges!” 

Rav Yaakov traveled with the 
minister to the horse fair. When they got 
there, they recognized none other than the 
missing gentile servant boy whose 

supposed death was at the heart of the 
libel! The poor lad was crying that he 
wanted to go home and that the priest had 
sent him away from his family against his 
will. When the minister saw this, he himself 
saw how false the charges were and he took 
the boy back with them when they 
concluded their business at the fair. He fed 
the boy well and they hid him in Rav 
Yaakov’s house. 

On the day of the trial, the false 
witnesses came and accused Rav Yaakov of 
his crimes as they testified to his guilt. The 
judges wanted to hand down a harsh 
sentence against him and convict him, 
when the minister arrived with the “dead” 
boy in front of the entire assembly! When 
the judges saw that the jig was up and the 
lie had been proven, the priest was hanged 
for his crimes. 

This is how Rav Leib Sara’s had 
saved Rav Yaakov from the libel. His eyes 
were truly open and he could see the 
future, how to save Rav Yaakov with Ruach 
HaKodesh. Hashem, may all Your enemies 
be similarly destroyed – Amen!



חזקתונחזק חזק   
 לרפואה שלימה     גילה בת ציפורה פראנסיס

  ציפורה בת גילה  לרפואה שלימה     

  לזכר ולעילוי נשמת

  דבורה בת ומרת יוטא רחל חיה ב� שלו�' ר

ה"דוד ע' מרת ליבא חיה בת ר  
Refuah Sheleimah  

מרדכי צבי ב� מינדל אסתר לאה  
 יחיאל מיכל ב� דבורה 
 זיסל בת אידל סומא 
 גיטל בת דבורה 
רבקה בת מלכה  
 פסח גרשו� ב� שיינא דבורה 
 צילא בת חיה שרה  

 אלטר שמעו� יחזקאל ב� רחל חנה 
   רב ראוב� אלטר מרדכי ב� מלכה
 שמואל בצלאל ב� לאה רבקה     

Besoch She'ar Cholei Yisrael 
 

נשמת לעילוי  
 Yaakov Naftali ben Avraham Hy”d 
 Gilad Michael ben Ofir Hy”d 

 Eyal ben Uriel Hy”d 


