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T his week we read parashas
Mishpatim, which clarifies

money-related matters. Every
country, lehavdil, has its code of
monetary laws, since a society
cannot function without them. But
the mishpatim of the Torah are
obviously of a totally different
nature. They are not
man-made-agreed-upon-ideas to help
society run peacefully. They are holy
mitzvos, given to us by Hashem.
They have boundless meaning, depth
and beauty, like all aspects of the

Torah.

One factor, which demonstrates the
uniqueness of the monetary laws of
the Torah, is that they are saturated
with chessed. As we say in
Shemonah Esrei, "Melech oheiv
tzedakah umishpat— the King who
loves charity andmishpat." Each law
is interwoven with sensitivity and
compassion, and the desire to help

others.

An example of this principle is the
mitzvah to lend money to those in
need (Shmos22:24). This mitzvah
applies to the rich and to the poor,
but there is a special mitzvah to loan
money to the poor. As it states in
Shulchan Aruch, "It is a mitzvas asei
to lend money to the poor. This is a
great mitzvah, greater than

tzedakah…" (Choshen Mishpat
97:1).

This mitzvah is an example of
tzedakah umishpat. It is a monetary
law, but it is based on the concern
for the wellbeing of our fellow man.

The halachos related to loans reveal
more examples of tzedakah
umishpat. We will give one

example.

The Torah says,íà...éîò úà äåìú óñë íà
åì åðáéùú ùîùä àá ãò êòø úîìù ìáçú ìáç
...åãáì äúåñë àåä éë , "When you lend
money to My nation… if you will
take his clothing for collateral, return
it [to him] until nighttime, because
this is his only clothing…" (Shmos
22:24-26). The Torah is discussing a
poor äåì who has – so far – been
unable to pay back the loan. The
lender, therefore, takes an item from
the äåì, as collateral (mashkon). But
since theäåì is poor, he will often
need the item that was taken from
him. The Torah therefore requires
the lender to return it to theäåì,

when theäåì needs it.

For example, if the lender took
clothing as collateral, and the pauper
doesn’t have anything else to wear,
the lender must return it to him each
day (and only keep at night). This is
an example oftzedakah umishpat.
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The needs and the distress of theäåì
aren't forgotten.TorahWellsprings- M i shpatim

The passukconcludeséìà ÷òöé éë äéäå
éðà ïåðç éë éúòîùå. This means, if the
lender will hold onto the collateral
(the clothing) and the poor man will
cry out to Hashem in distress,
Hashem will listen to his prayers.
Although the äåì doesn’t have a
legitimate reason to complain, after
all he owes the money, nevertheless
Hashem will listen to his prayers.
Tosfos explains, "You didn’t do
anything wrong when you took the
clothing, since you lent him money.
But return it to him regardless,
because if He will shout to Me, My
nature is that I will listen to his
shouts, because I am compassionate
and I can't bear his distress" (Tosfos,

Rosh Hashanah 17:)

All the laws of the Torah express
compassion. The Shlah HaKadosh
writes that there are 620 words in
the Aseres HaDibros, corresponding
to the 613 mitzvos of the Torah and
the seven mitzvosderabanan. The
final words of theAseres HaDibros
are êòøì øùà. This teaches us that the
ultimate purpose of the 613 mitzvos,
and of the seven mitzvosderabanan
is to teach us to be compassionate to

our fellow man.

The parashahbegins with the laws
of eved ivri (Jewish slave). How did
this man become a slave? Rashi

(21:2) teaches that he stole money
and wasn't able to pay it back, so the

court sold him as a slave.

We would assume that immediately
following the parasha of mattan
Torah we would be taught one of the
fundamental mitzvos of the Torah,
such as Shabbos or tefillin. But at
the beginning of parashas
Mishpatim, right after studying the
miracles that occurred bymattan
Torah, the Torah teaches us the laws
of a man who stole and is sold as a
slave! It seems so distant from the
atmosphere ofmattan Torah, which
preceded it. Why does the Torah

continue with this scenario?

When a father has a sick child, his
heart and mind is bound to this
child, and he thinks about him more
than he thinks about all his other
children. Similarly, Hashem is
intensely concerned about thischild
who listened to hisyetzer haraand
stole. Hashem says, "I want to deal
with him first. I want to help him."
Therefore, immediately aftermattan
Torah, the Torah discusses the thief,
and what we can do to help him
repent and return to the right path.

We are obligated to follow in
Hashem's ways. The gemara says,
"Be similar to Hashem. As Hashem
is íåçøå ïåðç (compassionate) you

should also be" (Shabbos 133:).
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Rashi (Devarim 11:12) writes,
"Hashem has compassion, and you
should also have compassion.
Hashem performs loving kindness,
and you shall also do loving
kindness" (Devarim 11:22).1111

Included in our obligation to follow
in Hashem's ways is our obligation
to perform tzedakah u'mishpat. This
means, we don’t only seek to do
what is right, we also strive to do
what is right under the
circumstances, with our fellow man's

needs in mind.

Approximately fifty years ago the
chasunah of Reb Avraham Dov
Auerbach Shlita , present Rav of
Teveria, took place. Reb Avraham
Dov's father was Reb Shlomo
Zalman Auerbach zt”l, and his
father-in-law was Reb Werner zt”l,

the rav of Teveria.

In those days, the main course at a
chasunah was fish, but the fish
spoiled and no one was able to eat
it. In the middle of thechasunah,
Reb Shlomo Zalman zt”l went to the
manager of the hall and said, “It is
possible that my mechuten, Reb
Werner, will tell you that he doesn’t
want to pay for the fish, since it
spoiled. So, I came to calm you. If

he doesn’t pay his share, I'll pay the
entire bill myself.”
The manager smiled and said, “Just
a moment ago, Reb Werner came to
me and said those same words to

me.”

Reb Shlomo Zalman and Reb
Werner could have technically been
freed of their obligation to pay. The
fish spoiled, and theseudah was
ruined. But they followed the path of
tzedakah u'mishpat. They went
beyond the letter of the law, out of

concern for their fellow man.

In Shulchan Aruch(158:10) it says,
"Although a revi'is of water is
sufficient [to wash one's hands for
bread] pour a lot of water [over your
hands], because Rav Chisda said, 'I
fill my hands with water, and I will
receive handfuls filled with

goodness.'"2222

The Mishnah Berurah writes,
"Nevertheless, ideally, one shouldn’t
do that in order to earn reward,
because that would be serving
Hashemshelo leshmah. Rather, one
should do so to honor Hashem, and
the reward will automatically come.
If one washes with a lot of water,
and still he doesn’t become wealthy,
it is because his sins prevented it."

1. חסדים" גומל  ואתה חסדים גומל הוא רחום . תהא ואתה רחום "הוא
2. טיבותא  חפני מלא לי ויהבו מיא חפני מלא משאי אנא חסדא רב דאמר
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Once, someone noticed that Reb
Yisrael Salanter zt"l wasn't using a
lot of water when washing for bread,
and asked him about this. Reb
Yisrael explained that there was a
poor woman working in that
household, who would draw water
from the well. He didn’t want to
become wealthy, by putting extra

work on her shoulders.3333

A simple Jew brought his
bar-mitzvah son to the Imrei Chaim
of Viznitz zy"a for the rebbe to put
tefillin on his son (as this is the
custom by chassidim). This man
wasn't chassidic – he was also

ignorant in Torah – but he wanted
his son to have this privilege. He
brought along homemade cake and
lechayim for the mispallelim, to
celebrate his son's milestone.
Understandably, the people in the
beis midrashdidn’t want to partake
from the food, since they didn’t

know the status of its kashrus.

The Imrei Chaim understood that the
father will be embarrassed if no one
ate from the refreshments, so he
said, “I am also careful not to eat
anything in between wearing Rashi's
tefillin and Rabbeinu Tam's tefillin.
I will take some cake andlechayim

3. Reb Yisrael Salanter’s zt”l yahrtzeit is the 25th of Shevat.
When the students of Reb Yisrael Salanter returned from his levayah, they made
a calculation and discovered that until Moshiach will come, their rebbe's yahrtzeit
will always be on the week of parashas Mishpatim. The students explained that
because Mishpatim discusses the laws of honest dealings and that was the primary
theme of Reb Yisrael Salanter’s life. He used to say, “Business ethics is the highest
level possible. There is nothing greater.”
Once, a student asked Reb Yisrael, “Rebbe, you teach us that dealing honestly is
the greatest madreigah. Therefore, I ask, which person is greater: A diligent Torah
student, who studies eighteen hours a day, or a shopkeeper who deals honestly,
and only learns one hour a day.”
Reb Yisrael Salanter answered, “Certainly the one who is honest in business is on
a higher level. However, since he is on this very high level, why is it that he only
studies one hour a day. It would be far more appropriate for such a person to study
eighteen hours a day!”
People in the beis midrash were discussing a certain tzaddik nistar [hidden tzaddik]
that had just passed away. Reb Yisrael Salanter zt”l quoted, “It could be that he
was a nistar, but then he wasn't a tzaddik, because the concept of a tzaddik nistar
doesn’t exist anymore. In today's generation, if someone is a tzaddik, he must
reveal himself. People need him."
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and put it aside, so I can have it
after I wear the Rabbeinu Tam
tefillin."
All the Chassidim followed the
Rebbe’s lead. They took a piece of
cake and a small cup of drink, and
put it aside, so it appeared that they
wanted to have it later. With
wisdom, the rebbe and his chassidim
combined tzedakah and mishpat.
They scrupulously kept the laws of
kashrus, without insulting another

Yid.

In the beis midrashof Rebbe Yoel
of Satmar zy'a thebaal korei once
stopped reading the Torah, because
one of the letters of the Torah wasn't
written properly. The rebbe came to
the bimah and looked at the letter in
question. He didn’t immediately give
a ruling on the matter. He first
opened somesefarim, seeking a way
to deem thesefer Torah kosher. In
the end, the rebbe said they should
put away thatsefer Torah and take

out another one.

Later on that day, someone asked
the Satmar Rebbe, “It wasn’t a very
difficult question. It was quite
obvious that the Torah should be

exchanged. Why did rebbe study the
matter so extensively?”
The rebbe replied, “Didn’t you see?
The scribe of thisseferTorah was in
the beis midrash." The rebbe sought

a way to save him from shame.4444

Rebbe Yissacher Dov of Belz zy'a
was old, his voice was weak and
only the people standing near could
hear him. One chassid, who desired
to hear the rebbe’sdivrei Torah, hid
under the table before thetisch
began, so that he would be close
enough to hear what the rebbe would

say.

A few moments before the Rebbe
came into thebeis midrashfor his
tisch, one of thegabaimnoticed him
hiding under the table. He tried to
pull him out, thereby creating a
squabble. The chassid bit thegabai’s
fingers.
When Rebbe Yissacher Dov came in
to the tisch, he saw the commotion.
He called the man and thegabai
aside and asked them what

happened.

The man said, “I wanted to hear the
rebbe’sdvar Torah, and therefore, I
hid under the table. When thegabai

4. Late one Friday night, in Miron, someone was saying Tehilim loudly. Rebbe
Shlomke Zvhiller zy"a approached this man, "People are sleeping."

The man replied rudely, "Who sleeps on Friday night?!" He only had his own needs
in mind, with no consideration of others. Immediately after his outburst, an electric
fuse blew and then this man also went to sleep.
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tried to pull me out, I bit his hand.”
The rebbe replied, “Essentially, you
are in the right. There is no reason
for the gabai to force you out from
under the table. However, I’ve
received a tradition from my parents
and grandparents. They said, 'the
essence of a Yid should be
emphasized specifically when he is

right.’”

Because even when one is right, it
still doesn’t mean that this is the
correct thing to do. One needs to
take into consideration how others
will be affected by his deeds, and if
a machlokes will ensue he often

should desist.

Another example of tzedakah
umishpat, stated in this week's
parashah, is the laws ofperikah (to
help your fellow man unload an
overloaded donkey). Thepassuk
says, "If you will see the donkey of
someone whom you hate crouching
because of its heavy load…áæòú áæò
åîò, go help him" (Shmos23:5).

Why do you hate him? The gemara
(Pesachim 113:) teaches, "The
passuk is obviously referring to a
Jew who is hated. But is it permitted
to hate him? The Torah says, 'Don’t
hate your fellow man in your heart'
(Vayikra 19:17)… It must be that

you saw him do a sin…"

Nevertheless, because of the Torah's

ideal of compassion for a fellow
man, we ignore the hard feelings,
and we help a fellow man in need.
As Unkelos writes, äî ÷åáùú ÷áùî
äîò ÷øôúå éäåìò êáìáã, "put aside what
you carry in your heart about him,
and help him unload the animal."

Unkelus wrote,÷åáùú ÷áùî (put aside
your hatred). The Bris Menuchah
teaches that concealed within these
words is a blessing. It implies:÷áùî,
If you will put aside your hatred and
hard feelings, ÷åáùú Hashem will
take away from you sorrow and
distress. In the merit that you drop
your grievances to help a fellow
man, Hashem will also remove pain

and suffering from you.

Similarly, regarding the obligation to
return collateral to the pooräåì, the
Torah says,ïåðç éë éúòîùå éìà ÷òöé éë äéäå
éðà "when he calls to me, I will
listen, because I am merciful"
(22:26). Some explain that the
passuk is saying, when theäåì shouts
and proclaims to Hashem the
goodnessand the kindness of the
äåìî (lender) who is helping him
during his time of duress, Hashem
promises that He will listen to these
prayers and bestow kindness on the
lender, because Hashem isoheiv

tzedakah umishpat.

SympathySympathySympathySympathy

The Chinuch (mitzvah 66) writes,
"The reason [to lend money] is
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because Hashem wants people to be
trained and accustomed in the
attributes of kindness and

compassion…"

The Torah doesn’t only require
doing good deeds (such as lending
money, etc.) the Torah desires that
we develop genuine feelings of
compassion for our fellow man. We
should be able to put ourselves in
our friends' place, and understand
what they are going through. When
we do so, we will be able to help
them in a more perfect manner.
Reb Moshe Kliers zt”l was the Rosh
Kollel of a large kollel in Teveria.
The kollel was very behind in their
payments, and for several months
the yungerleit didn’t receive their
stipend. For some reason, even then,
the secretaries and the administration
of the kollel were receiving their

wages.

Reb Moshe Kliers didn’t want to be
paid when the kollel yungerleit
weren’t. He said to the secretary
who was in charge of the money
distribution, “Until theyungerleitare
all paid, don’t bring money to my

house, either.”

Rosh Chodesh came, and Reb
Moshe Kliers'rebbetzinnoticed that
they didn’t receive their monthly
paycheck. She said to her husband,
“We didn’t get money this month.
How am I supposed to pay the

grocer? I owe him money. And I
also promised money to others…”

Reb Moshe Kliers asked her, “And
what about Reb Chaim Lubiner (one
of the scholars of thekollel)? He
also promised money to the grocer,
and isn’t able to pay it. I decided
that until the students are all paid,
we shouldn’t receive money either.
That way, when the students
complain to me I will understand
them. And if they rebuke me and
speak disrespectfully, I will
understand where it is coming

from.”

This is the ultimate objective that we
seek to acquire: comprehension of
our fellow man's needs. Because
when we understand them, we are

able to help them.

Once, a Yid who ran a tavern in
Krakow, came to the Ba'ch and in a
panicky voice said, "Someone is
trying to take the tavern away from
me. A cruel, selfish person offered
the poritz more money, if he rents

out the inn to him."

The Ba'ch immediately summoned
for his student (a wealthybaal
tzedakah, who studied hilchos
tzedakahwith the Ba'ch daily). "You
are on good terms with theporitz.
Convince theporitz to remain with
his old tenant, and that he shouldn’t
give it away to others." Thebaal
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tzedakahpromised that he will do
so.

After they left the Bach’s house, the
baal tzedakahsaid to the tavern
manager, “I will take care of it as
soon as I return from the Leipzig

Fair.”

"But what will be if while you're
away, my competitor will sign a
contract with theporitz?" the tavern
manager asked, in worry. "Please,
before you go to Leipzig, go first to

the poritz."

"I'm sorry, I can't. I must go
immediately to the Leipzig Fair, or I
am liable of losing all my money.
But don’t worry. As soon as I come
back to Krakow, I will speak with
the poritz. I won't even go home,
before I speak with him. Anyway,
remember that everything is in
Hashem’s hands. Your competitor
cannot take the tavern away from
you, if it wasn’t decreed on Rosh
Hashanah…" and he told him other

words of emunahand bitachon.

The words ofemunahand bitochon
comforted the tavern manger, and he
went home to tell his wife the good
news. “Thebaal tzedakahpromised
that he will speak with theporitz for
me, as soon as he returns from

Leipzig.”

His wife, however, was frantic. She
feared that by the time thebaal

tzedakahreturned, it would be too
late. Her husband repeated the words
of bitochon that the baal tzedakah
told him, but his wife wasn’t
placated. She shouted at her husband
and said, “Thebaal tzedakahwould
have certainly immediately arranged
it for anyone else, but he knows that
you are easy to push over. You let
people take advantage of you!” She
screamed and insulted her husband
with sharp words. So in addition to
their fear, their shalom bayiswas

also ruined.

True to his word, thebaal tzedakah
returned to Krakow, and even before
going home, he spoke with the
poritz, and succeeded to convince
the poritz to keep things status quo.

When thebaal tzedakahwas niftar,
angels greeted him with joy and
happiness. We know this, because
on the night after he was buried, he
appeared to the Ba'ch in a dream,

and told him the following:

"I was greeted in heaven with great
honor and joy. The court said that I
can go to high level of Gan Eden
where there are many tzaddikim and
righteous souls. I headed towards the
gate that leads to Gan Eden, but a
large malach (angel) stood before

the gate and blocked my way.

“I pleaded to this large and beautiful
angel to let me pass, but he refused.
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“'Why don’t you allow me go?’ I
asked.

"'I am the angel who was created
from the extremely good deed you
did, when you spoke with theporitz
on this man's behalf. But you also
did something wrong, at that time.
You went to Leipzig first. While you
were away, theshalom bayisof this
man's home was ruined, and they
lived in fear and in agony.
Therefore, I request that the celestial

court judge you once again.'

“I was brought before the heavenly
court a second time. The court ruled
that for the amount of days the
couple suffered, I would need to
stand outside Gan Eden. I am now
standing in the corridor outside of
Gan Eden, and I watch the
tzaddikim inside. It is extremely
painful for me to be here, while I am
prohibited to enter. Each hour, feels

like many years.”

In the morning, the Ba'ch gathered
his community, and told them this
sensational story, as he emphasized
the necessity to dochessed for
people in need immediately, without

delaying.

Why did this wonderful baal
tzedakahgo to Leipzig, before going
to the poritz? It was largely because
he wasn't able to place himself in the
shoes of the pauper. Being extremely

wealthy his entire life, he didn’t
fully understand the manager's fear
of possibly losing his source of
income. He didn’t understand what
he was going through. This is the
reason comprehension is so
important. Only when we understand
our fellow man, can we properly

help them.

A poor talmid chachamfrom Poland
needed financial help, so he traveled
all the way to London to meet with
Baron Anshil Rothschild. When he
arrived, he saw a large line in the
Baron's home, so he also stood in
line. But he soon realized that
something was terribly wrong. The
Baron wasn't receiving the poor, it
was hisgabai tzedakah, and all they
were giving was a gold coin or two,
far less than the amount that he was
expecting and hoping for. He stood
there in line with unbidden tears

streaming down his face.

One of the gaba'im noticed this
foreign man in distress. He quickly
went over to him and said, “Every
Friday, the Baron comes to his
office to review the amounts of
tzedakahthat was given throughout
the week. Come then. Hopefully you
will receive what you are hoping

for.”

The talmid chacham came on
Friday, and the Baron invited him to
eat with him on Shabbos. They
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enjoyed three meals together. The
talmid chachamspiced each meal
with delightful divrei Torah. On
Motzei Shabbos, they spoke. The
talmid chachamtold the Baron his
life-story: "I run a business, and I
used to be wealthy. But the wheel of
fortune turned and I lost all my
money. I need money to restart the
business again."
"How much did you own at the peak
of your success?" asked the Baron.

The talmid chachamtold him, and
Baron Anshil Rothschild gave him
that amount. On the wrapper of the
money package, the Baron wrote his
address. The talmid chacham
thanked the baron profusely and then
he asked, "Why did you write your

address?" He didn’t assume that he
was waiting for a thank you letter.

The Baron replied, "I see that you
are going through a spell of bad
mazal, and it is possible that sooner
than later, you will need more
money. I don’t want you to travel all
the way from Poland to come to see
me again. Why should you endure
the hardships of the trip, and why
should you be distant from your
home? So I'm writing down my
address. If you need more money,

just write me, and I’ll send it."

This story is an example of abaal
tzedakah who perceived what the
needy go through. With his
foresight, he was able to help the

poor.5555

5. On motzei Shabbos we sing ish chossid hayah. This zemer tells the story of
a poor scholar, a chassid, who spent his days and nights studying Torah. It

came a point that he couldn’t manage anymore, so he went out looking for work.
Eliyahu came to help him and basically said, "Pretend that I am your slave. Sell
me, and you will have money."
The chassid did this, and earned eight hundred thousand gold coins. Eliyahu's
owner said, "Build me a beautiful palace, with halls, towers, etc. When it is finished,
you're free."
That night, Eliyahu prayed, angels came down from heaven and built the edifice.
In the morning, the owner was shocked to see that the palace was already finished.
He kept his word and freed Eliyahu.
Rebbe Shalom Kaminka zy"a asked, If a miracle was going to happen anyway
(angels came down from heaven, and built the palace overnight) why didn’t Eliyahu
simply create money and give it to the poor man?
His rebbe, the Sar Shalom of Belz replied, Eliyahu wasn't able to make miracles,
without first doing an act of mesirus nefesh. He allowed himself to be sold as a



TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- MishpatimMishpatimMishpatimMishpatim 11111111

The Turei Zahav (the Ta'z) would
have many guests in his home on
Shabbos. Some of them were
ignorant, and couldn’t even recite
kiddush by heart. They had to take
a siddur in hand, to say kiddush, and
the Ta'z understood that this was
embarrassing for them. To protect
their dignity the Ta'z, himself, would

say kiddush from a siddur.

Because where there is sympathy
and comprehension, one knows how

to help others.6666

Rebbe Zusha knew of a Torah
scholar who wouldn’t dochessed.
He didn’t want to, because "Talmud
Torah keneged kulam", learning

Torah is the greatest mitzvah.

To convince him to change his
ways, Rebbe Zusha told him a story:
Once, a wealthy person bought a
tilip (expensive jacket) and everyone
in town was speaking about it. They
thought it was so exquisite and
beautiful. A poor person saw the
great commotion everyone was

slave in order to help out his fellow man! Only after this mesirus nefesh, could
miracles happen.
6. The Turei Zahav’s yahrtzeit is on the 26th of Shevat.
Rebbe Moshe Kobriner zt”l saw the following story in the chevreh-kadishah journal.
There was a dibbuk in a girl, and people quickly rushed to the Turei Zahav and
requested his assistance. (A dibbuk is a soul of a rasha, which isn't permitted to
enter Gan Eden nor Gehinom, and is being tortured by demons. He chooses to
attach itself to a living person's soul, because inside a human being he is protected
from the demons.) The Turei Zahav went to the home of this afflicted girl. As soon
as he entered, the dibbuk turned his face to the wall, and announced, “ Baruch
haba Rabbeinu Hagadol baal Turei Zahav” [welcome, our great master, author of
the Turei Zahav]. People asked the dibbuk: Why did you call him Rabbeinu
Hagadol (our great master) and why did you turn to the wall? The dibbuk replied,
“A rasha isn’t permitted to look at the face of a tzaddik, and that’s why I turned
around. But I know that his name is Rabbeinu Hagadol baal Turei Zahav because
this is how he is called in heaven.”
The Turei Zahav said, “If this is the way I am called in heaven, then I request that
you leave this girl, right away.” The dibbuk left.
The parents of the girl were very grateful. They were wealthy, and they wanted to
give the Turei Zahav a lot of money, but he refused to accept it. So they bought
him an expensive tallis as a present, but the Turei Zahav told them that he doesn’t
want this gift either. He explained, “I want to be buried with my old tallis, because
it can testify before the court in heaven that I never said a word of tefillah without
kavanah.”
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making over thetilip , so he decided
that he would buy one as well. He
began to save up his pennies. When
he had enough money, he bought a
tilip , and came to town awaiting all
the compliments people would give
him. But instead of compliments
people laughed at him. Wherever he
went, people pointed at him and
jeered. He asked someone, "What's
going on? Why are people laughing
at me? When the wealthy man
bought atilip , everyone praised it!"
The man explained, "Atilip is truly
beautiful but it must go along with
a clean shirt, polished shoes, a nice
hat, etc. Your shirt is dirty, your
shoes are scuffed, and your hat looks
like an antique. They don’t go
together with thetilip ."
Rebbe Zusha told him, "We say in
the morning,alu devarim she'adam
ochel peiroseihem be'oalm hazeh—
these are the things that one eats
from the fruit in this world, while
the primary reward remains for
Olam HaBa… honoring parents,
gemilus chasadim… hachnasas
orchim, bikur cholim, hachnasas
kallah… and talmud Torah keneged
kulam (the greatest)." Torah is the
highest level, and one earns through
it the greatest rewards, but it must
go along with all the items that
precede it. Most of the things listed

are deeds of loving kindness. Torah
is the greatest, but withoutchessed,
it is like a person dressed in dirty
clothing, wearing atilip . Torah isn't

beautiful in this manner.

KibudKibudKibudKibud AvAvAvAv Ve'eimVe'eimVe'eimVe'eim

One of the mitzvos, which one earns
reward in this world, while the
primary reward is stored for Olam
HaBa, is kibud av ve'eim, honoring

parents.

The Rabbeinu b’Chaya writes, “We
clearly see that those who honor
their parents live a long life, or they
have success and tranquility in all

areas.”

We aren't always promised
immediate reward for keeping the
mitzvos. Chazal tell us, schar
mitzvah behai alma leika– there
isn't reward, in This World, for the
mitzvos." The reward for the
mitzvos is far too great, to fit into
the confines of this limited world, so
it is stored for Olam HaBa.
However, there are some mitzvos
that we reap the fruits already in this
world, andkibud av ve'eimis one of

them.

The Torah writes “Honor your father
and your mother so you will live
long…” (20:12).7777 This seems to be
one of the primary rewards that is

7. י"ב) כ ', (שמות לך נותן אלקיך ד' אשר האדמה על  ימיך יאריכון למען אמך ואת אביך את כבד
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enjoyed in this world for honoring
parents. The Or HaChayim,
however, clarifies that longevity isn't
a reward; it is the natural
consequence of honoring parents.
Kibud av ve'eim produces three
results: (1) Reward in Olam HaBa
(2) The fruits that are harvested in
this world (3) A segulah for long

life.

The Ohr HaChayim writes, “The
mitzvah of kibud av v’eim is
mesugal(conducive) for a long life.
This is in addition to the reward that
Hashem will give for keeping the
mitzvah. Because there are mitzvos
that have wonderfulsegulosto them,
in addition to the reward that
Hashem chooses to give for each

mitzvah..."

The Beis Ahron of Stolin zt”l said
that he attained his spiritual heights
by keeping the mitzvah ofkibud av

v’eim. 8888

It is important to list the gains that
we earn from keeping this mitzvah,
because it isn't an easy mitzvah to
keep. Rashi writes, “It is impossible
to honor one’s parents as much as

one should" (Kidushin 31).

The Pele Yoetz writes, “It is known
just how important it is to honor

parents. Honoring them is compared
to honoring Hashem, and to disgrace
them is a grave sin….Therefore,
dear children of Bnei Yisrael, honor
Hashem, and be careful to honor
your father and mother. Listen to
everything they say…. Each mitzvah
has its mazal. People spend a lot of
money to have the merit to open up
the aron kodeshor to be asandak,
etc., but these aren’t mitzvos from
the Torah, or mitzvos of the
rabbanan. They arechibuv mitzvah
(a gesture, showing love for the
mitzvos). Ashreihem Yisrael(they
are fortunate)! However, each time
one obeys his father or his mother
he is doing a mitzvah from the
Torah. But the fools transgress and

they are punished.”

Reb Shlomo Zalman Auerbach zt”l
once saw a fifty year old man
schlepping heavy tables and chairs
all by himself Shabbos morning,
while his older children, wearing
their talleisim, were standing around

speaking with each other.

"Why aren't you helping your
father?" Reb Shlomo Zalman asked,
surprised.
"We don’t rely on theeiruv," they

responded.

Reb Shlomo Zalman was very

8. The Meshech Chachmah tells us that the Beis HaMikdosh was built in
Binyamin’s portion, because he was the only brother who didn’t cause Yaakov



14141414 TorahTorahTorahTorah WellspringsWellspringsWellspringsWellsprings ---- MishpatimMishpatimMishpatimMishpatim

disturbed by their answer. For the
next few days, Reb Shlomo Zalman
wasn't able to give his regularshiur
in yeshiva, because he was so

bothered by what he saw.

But this is the mazal thatkibud av
ve'eim has. People are ready to do
all kind of mitzvos, and to take on
chumros, while kibud av ve'eimis

second place, in their eyes.

One couple saw the bad mazalkibud
av ve'eimhas with their own eyes.
They had a good son. He studied
well in yeshiva, he was ayirei
shamayim, but he didn’t honor his
parents. The father called therosh
yeshiva and told him the problem.
The rosh yeshiva said that he would

try to help.

The following day, therosh yeshiva
summoned for thebachur, and asked
him whether he’d be interested in

learning together every Friday.

“That would be a great honor,” the
bachur replied. He was a good
learner, and the option to learn with
the rosh yeshiva appealed to him.
“What does therosh yeshiva have in
mind?”
“We learn Gemara all week. I want
to learn halachah.”
“Halachah is fine. Which halachos

does the rosh yeshiva want to
learn?”

"Hilchos kibud av ve'eim. The laws
regarding honoring parents."
“ Kibud av v’eim?" the bachur
asked, incredulous. "I'd prefer to
learn halachos that have practical
applications.” He didn’t realize just
how practical the laws ofkibud av

ve'eimare.

Thirty days before the end of the
zman, Reb Yechezkel Levinstein
zt”l, the mashgiach of Ponevezh,
encouraged thebachurim to study
hilchos kibud av ve'eim. He
explained that just as we are
obligated to study the laws of a
holiday thirty days before theyom
tov arrives, similarly, children should
study the laws ofkibud av ve'eim

thirty days before they go home.

Two months beforemattanTorah, in
Marah, Hashem commanded the
Jewish nation to honor their parents
(see Devarim 5:16). Why was the
mitzvah of kibud av ve'eimgiven
before mattan Torah? The Ksav
Sofer explains: Some children say,
“Why must I honor my parents? I
don’t receive money from them. I
don’t receive spirituality either, so

why should I honor them?"

distress. Binyamin wasn't present by mechiras Yosef, so he didn’t cause distress
for his father. Therefore the Beis HaMikdash was built on his portion.
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To disprove them, we received the
obligation to honor parents at Marah.
At that time, children weren't
receiving money from their parents.
There was no need for money, since
they were eating man and their
clothing grew together with them.
The parents weren't teaching their
children Torah either, because the
Torah wasn't given yet. And yet,
under these circumstances we were
obligated to honor our parents. This
teaches us thatkibud av ve'eimisn't

dependent on these matters.9999

BenefitsBenefitsBenefitsBenefits ofofofof PovertyPovertyPovertyPoverty

When the Chofetz Chaim’s rebbetzin

was niftar, the Chofetz Chaim
requested that she be buried next to
a poor woman, who had died shortly
before. He explained, “InTehillim it
states, "ki yaamod leyamin evyon-
Hashem stands at the right-hand side
of the pauper" (109:31). It doesn’t
say that Hashem stands to the right
side of a tzaddik, or to the right of
gaonim [geniuses in Torah]. But the
paupers merit that Hashem stands by
their side. I want my wife to be

there, as well.”10101010

Every situation in life is a test. As
the Mesilas Yesharim (1) writes,
"Everything in the world, the good

9. Since we are discussing the children’s obligation to honor their parents, we will
add a message for parents, regarding their obligation to be devoted to their

children.
The Torah tells us the names of Moshe Rabbeinu’s children. It states “One was
called Gershom… and one was called Eliezer…” (Shmos 18:3). A more common
expression would be, "one was called Gershom… and the second was called
Eliezer." Why does the Torah say echad (one) for both children? To tell parents
to view each child as if he was their only child. They should invest thought,
concern, energy and love for each child, as though this was their only one.
One of the benefits, parents will earn, when they invest in each child, is that their
children will honor them. When the children see that parents are devoted to them,
they will reciprocate and honor their parents.
Why are parents more devoted to their children, than children are dedicated to
their parents? One scholar answered that it is because the parents need their
children, more than the children need their parents. A child needs his parents for
worldly matters, such as food and clothing, etc. But parents need their children for
their Olam HaBa. The child's good deeds, their kaddish and mishnayos, are the
parent's ticket to Gan Eden. Therefore, parents are more devoted to their children,
than children are devoted to their parents.
10. Reb Shlomo Kluger zt”l also requested that he be buried near a poor person,
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and the bad, are tests for mankind.
Poverty on one side, and wealth on
the other…" Each situation is a test.
It has potential good and also

difficulties and challenges.

One of the many benefits of poverty
is that it helps people recognize
Hashem. They are clearly aware that
they cannot manage without

Hashem.11111111

A bachur once consulted with the
Chofetz Chaim about ashidduch,
and the Chofetz Chaim advised the
bachur to visit the family’s house,
and to see what it was like over
there.

After visiting, thebachur returned to
tell the Chofetz Chaim what he saw:
“You wouldn’t believe how their
house appears! It is teeny, the dirt
floor isn’t tiled, the ceiling leaks,
there aren’t any chairs. When one of
them wants to sit down, he turns
over a crate, and sits on it.”
The Chofetz Chaim listened
attentively to each word, and said:
“Nu! Tell me another maalah
[quality/advantage].” The Chofetz
Chaim considered the poverty a plus

for the shidduch.

A very poor, distraught man came to
the Chofetz Chaim and told him

with the condition that this poor person acted with kashrus [properly] in his lifetime.
11. The poor feel dependent on Hashem. Similarly, the widows and the orphans

have this feeling too, and this is the reason why the Torah is very strict that
we mustn’t cause them harm or pain. As the Torah says, “Don’t harass the widow
and the orphan" (22:21).
Rashi explains, "This also applies to any person. The Torah singles out the widow
and the orphan because they are weak, and people often harass them."
Reb Shach zt”l watched Reb Isser Zalman Melzer zt"l walk up to his apartment,
and then come down again right away. Then Reb Isser Zalman walked upstairs
again, and turned around and walked down again. Reb Shach asked him what this
is all about, and Reb Isser Zalman answered, “There is an almanah (widow)
cleaning my house, and right now she is singing to herself. If I would come in right
away, she would need to stop singing, and the Torah says: lo saanun [do not afflict
the widow].”
The Nesivos Shalom writes that when they were building the Slonimer Yeshiva in
Eretz Yisrael, they were confronted with many hardships, and the founders and
roshei yeshiva would meet periodically, to seek ways to overcome all the obstacles.
They would conclude these meetings with the following words: “We are
umbeholfeners, and the umbeholfeners helft der Aibershter.” Translation: We don’t
see any hope. And Hashem helps those who feel helpless.”
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about his great poverty; how he was
drowning in debt. The Chofetz
Chaim explained to him the great
benefits of being poor. It is written,
"ki yaamod leyamin evyon lehoshia
mishoftei nafsho— Hashem stands
at the right-hand side of the pauper,
to save him in judgment." The
Chofetz Chaim explained to him that
when he will go to heaven, and he
will stand before the court, he will
have Hashem helping him. What

could be better than this?

A very poor person was
continuously bemoaning his plight.
He jealously watched others, who it
seemed that whatever they touched
immediately turned to gold, while he
could hardly earn a living. "If only
whatever I touch would also turn to

gold," he prayed.

That night, in his dreams, he saw
himself touching an object in his
home, and it turned to gold –
literally. He picked up the object,
examined it from all sides, and saw
that his dreams and prayers had
become true – beyond expectation.
He touched the table, and the table

turned to gold. He touched the
chairs, and they also turned gold. In
his dream, he saw himself becoming
ecstatic and joyous. He went around
his home, touching things, turning
them to gold. Then he was hungry,
so he took a piece of bread. It turned
to gold. He tried taking a cup of
water. It turned to gold. Fearing that
he would die from hunger, he
shouted, "Hashem! Take this
blessing away from me!" and then
he awoke. That is when he realized
that there is more to life than money,
and he should be thankful for the
blessings that Hashem gives him.12121212

Sometimes it appears that the grass
is greener on the other side, and
other people suffer less, but if one
would know what the other person
is going through, he'd be happy with
his portion.
Rebbe Bunim of Peshischa zy"a said
that this is alluded to inparashas
Korach (17:24) "vayikchu ish
mateihu — each person took his
staff." That was a moment when
people realized that their lot was the

best for them.

12. The Mahrshah (Bava Basra 25:) gives almost the exact same mashal, and with
it, he explains the passuk "oheiv kesef lo yisba kesef — when one loves

money, he will not be satisfied" (Kohelos 5:9). Kesef means silver. Due to his
prayers, everything that he touched turned to silver, but lo yisba kesef — one
cannot eat and be satisfied from eating silver.
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