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In this week’s parashah, the passuk tells us:  הֹלא יָבֹא ַעּמֹונִי ּומֹוָאִבי ִבְקַהל'  – a ger from Ammon or 

Moav may not marry a Jewish woman. Why? The passuk gives the reason:  ר ֹלא ִקְדמּו ַעל ְדַבר ֲאשֶׁ

ְתכֶׁם ַבלֶׁחֶׁם ּוַבַּמיִם ַבדֶׁ  ְך ְבֵצאְתכֶׁם ִמִּמְצָריִםאֶׁ רֶׁ  – they didn’t come to greet the Yidden with food and drink 

when they left Mitzrayim.  

 

The Rishonim ask: Why do Ammon and Moav deserve such a terrible punishment, to be barred 

from Klal Yisrael for all generations solely because of a lack in the middah of chessed? 

 

The Ramban in this week’s parashah explains that this punishment is not because of a lack in a 

middah of chessed. Rather, if you look back in history, Ammon and Moav come from Lot, on 

whose behalf Avraham Avinu was moser nefesh. He helped Lot and cared for him, saving his life 

during the battle between the five kings and the four kings. Furthermore, it was in Avraham 

Avinu’s merit that Lot was saved from the destruction of Sedom. If his descendants had 

possessed the basic middah of hakaras hatov, says the Ramban, they would have felt obligated, 

even hundreds of years later, to greet Avraham Avinu’s descendants with bread and water in their 

time of need. The obligation of hakaras hatov is so great and fundamental that someone who is 

missing these basic middos and feelings is not worthy of marrying a Jewish woman and being 

part of the Jewish nation.  

 

Obviously, adds Rav Elya Lopian, Ammon and Moav are not barred from joining Klal Yisrael 

because they don’t excel in the middah of hakaras hatov. If greeting Klal Yisrael with bread and 

water upon their departure from Mitzrayim would be considered advanced, high-level hakaras 

hatov, the failure to do so would not have been grounds to exclude Ammon and Moav’s 

descendants from marrying into Klal Yisrael for all generations. Evidently, not appreciating a 

favor that someone’s great-great-grandfather did to your great-great-grandfather hundreds of 

years ago constitutes a lack of basic hakaras hatov, one that is essential for Yiddishkeit. People 

who do not possess this minimal level of hakaras hatov will have their descendants barred from 

joining Klal Yisrael for all generations. 

 

The Appreciation Index 

Several pesukim later, we find another reference to the middah of hakaras hatov: ֹלא ְתַתֵעב ִמְצִרי ִכי

 We have to be kind to the Egyptians, in spite of everything they did to us, because .גֵר ָהיִיָת ְבַאְרצֹו

we took shelter in their land when there was a famine in Eretz Canaan and Yaakov Avinu and his 
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family descended to Mitzrayim. Even though we subsequently suffered at the hands of the 

Mitzrim, who subjugated us for 210 years, the halachah remains, for all generations, that we must 

be kind to them.  

 

The navi Yeshayah famously castigates Klal Yisrael with the words:  יַָדע שֹור קֹנֵהּו ַוֲחמֹור ֵאבּוס ְבָעָליו

 Even an ox knows his master; even a donkey recognizes the feeding .יְִשָרֵאל ֹלא יַָדע ַעִּמי ֹלא ִהְתבֹונָן

trough of its owner. Against this backdrop, Klal Yisrael are criticized for not appreciating the 

Hand that feeds us, and remaining oblivious to the kindnesses that Hashem does for us.  

 

Rav Chatzkel Levenstein explains that what drives the ox and the donkey to obey the master’s 

orders and work for him is the fact that the master takes care of them; they eat from his food, so 

they feel compelled to schlep for him all day. If this feeling of obligation is ingrained into the 

natural middos of animals, into the very building blocks of the creation, then it becomes a 

criticism against Klal Yisrael that we do not contemplate and understand our obligation of 

hakaras hatov to Hakadosh Baruch Hu and act accordingly.  

 

Rav Chatzkel goes on to say that the middah of hakaras hatov is a one that Hakadosh Baruch Hu 

Himself demonstrates, when He instructs us to throw a neveilah and a treifah to the dogs, because 

the dogs did not bark when we left Mitzrayim. Their natural instinct would have been to bark, but 

they refrained from doing so during Yetzias Mitzrayim so that the Yidden should not be startled 

or scared. We have to reward all dogs, for all generations, out of the feeling of hakaras hatov for 

what the dogs did for us during Yetzias Mitzrayim.  

 

In addition to the innate requirement of hakaras hatov that we can learn even from animals –  יַָדע

 which means to follow in the ways of ,ְוָהַלְכָת ִבְדָרָכיו there’s a mitzvah in the Torah of – שֹור קֹנֵהּו

Hakadosh Baruch Hu and emulating His middos. Since Hashem Himself demonstrates the 

middah of hakaras hatov by instructing us to repay the dogs for their kindness, we are required to 

emulate this middah of Hashem as well.  

 

Correcting the Original Ingratitude  

Right at the beginning of the world’s existence, Adam Harishon is faulted for the lack of gratitude 

he demonstrated when he said: ר נַָתָתה ִעָּמִדי ִהוא נְָתנָה ִלי ִמן ָהֵעץ ָואֵֹכל  ,the woman that You – ָהִאָשה ֲאשֶׁ

Hashem, gave to me, caused me to eat from the Eitz Hadaas. Chazal refer to Klal Yisrael as  כפויי

 ingrates the children of ingrates. The original ingrate was Adam Harishon, who ,טובה בני כפויי טובה

gained for posterity the title of the first kafui tovah by blaming his sin on the woman that Hashem 

gave him.  

 

The meforshim explain that when Adam Harishon was originally created, b’tzelem Elokim, he 

naturally felt close to Hakadosh Baruch Hu and was drawn to emulate His ways, so the middah of 

hakaras hatov would have come automatically to him. When he ate from the Eitz Hadaas, 

however, he fell spiritually and he was distanced from Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Aveirah goreres 

aveirah – his sin of eating from the Eitz Hadaas was followed by an expression of ingratitude.  

 

The closer we come to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, and the more we contemplate the kindnesses that 

He does for us, the more hakaras hatov we will feel – to Him, as well as to other people. This will 

then translate into action and be reflected in our interactions with our wives, our parents, and to 

all the people who are so kind to us. Let us show our feeling of hakaras hatov, let us show that 

we are going in the ways of Hakadosh Baruch Hu, and let us show, through our middah of 

hakaras hatov, that we are worthy of being the Klal Yisrael that Hakadosh Baruch Hu wants us to 

be. 


