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Parshas Ki Seitzei 

Recalculating 

For many decades Aaron had been a successful 

and popular contractor. Unfortunately, lately his 

business had taken a turn for the worse. In a 

quest to uncover the reason for the decline, he 

hired a business consultant firm to make a 

survey and to analyze the situation. The results 

were clear; it is true that he had decades of 

experience, but his product had remained the 

same. He had never updated his style and he was 

not up to par with modern sophistications. Thus 

he had lost his popularity. There was only one 

solution to keep his business afloat; he must 

travel to Manhattan and attend the next 

contractor’s expo at the Javits Center to upgrade 

his business and usher it into the modern era. 

Aaron was excited at the prospect of rebuilding 

his business. He was also excited because he had 

never been to the big apple; coming from a small 

town it would certainly be an experience to 

remember.  

Arriving in Manhattan a day early he took 

advantage of the opportunity to sign into a five 

star hotel. After all, he needed a good night’s 

rest to be successful in his mission.  

The bed was more comfortable than what he had 

at home and understandably he slept in. Being 

that regardless he was running late he felt it 

would do no harm if he were to walk slowly and 

enjoy the sights. He stood there mesmerized. 

Never in his life had he seen such tall buildings. 

He was also not used to hustle and bustle of the 

big city. It took him two hours to get out of his 

trance and to refocus himself. 

 He was about to head to the expo when he 

realized how hungry he was. ‘I need to eat 

anyway; I might as well take advantage of the 

delicious restaurants in the area’. He entered one 

and he sat down for a gourmet meal. It was the 

best food he ever tasted. He took the time to 

savor the flavor. 

Two hours later he was finally down the block 

from the Javits Center when he noticed a tour 

bus which he decided to join. To make a long 

story short by the time he entered the expo it 

was over. He came back home with nothing to 

show for his time and money. Shortly thereafter 

he declared bankruptcy. 

This may not be a true story but unfortunately it 

happens every day. We are sent down to this 

world for a specific purpose yet we lose our 

focus and get caught up in trivialities. We have 

to make sure to refocus ourselves to ensure that 

we do not have to declare bankruptcy. (This 

mashal is more or less from the Chofets Chaim. 

However, I took the liberty to upgrade it to the 

21
st
 century.) 

The סורר ומורה בן , the wayward son, is issued the 

death sentence. Chazal probe, what crime has he 

committed that warrants the death penalty? They 

answer, he is killed because we see what 

direction he is headed. Chazal reveal that there 

never was a wayward son that was killed; the 
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criteria are such that they are virtually 

impossible to meet. What is the purpose of this 

subject? It is to ‘learn and get reward’. The 

baalei mussar explain that it is for us to learn 

this lesson that we must gauge where we are 

heading and we must recalculate our direction.  

Elul is the time for this contemplation. How 

much must we change? My Rosh Hayeshiva, R’ 

Avraham Chaim Levin is fond of saying that 

you don’t need to travel miles; you just need to 

change the direction you are facing. It is a matter 

of recalculating your values and refocusing your 

attention on what we are here for. 

There is a fascinating Rashi in this week’s 

parsha. The parsha states a whole list of 

mitzvohs that seemingly have no connection. 

Rashi explains that it is because one mitzvah 

leads to another. If you fulfill the mitzvah of 

 you will merit to have a house and to שלוח הקן

fulfill the mitzvah of מעקה. And you will 

acquire a vineyard and a field and exquisite 

garments. The תנחומא מדרש  adds that you will 

merit cattle and also a wife and children. 

This statement necessitates explanation: the 

list seems to be of physical items that you will 

merit, not mitzvohs. Where do we see that one 

mitzvah leads to another? We see from here 

how Chazal view the world; there is nothing 

that is purely physical. Everything is an 

opportunity for mitzvohs. If you will keep one 

mitzvah, Hashem will give us more 

possessions enabling us to fulfill more 

mitzvohs. We have to live our lives with this 

perspective; whatever resources we have are 

merely opportunities for mitzvohs. 

A friend of mine related the following true 

account. “My father is the right-hand-man of a 

big baal Tzedaka. At the beginning of the year 

the big boss tells my father his mission 

statement. ‘This year I want to give ‘x’ 

amount of money to help the local mosdos. 

Your job is to figure out how to keep the 

business running and growing on the rest of 

the income’. This businessman did not lose 

sight of his priorities. He realizes that his 

wealth is merely an opportunity to support the 

local institutions. Needless to say, ררת מצוה גו

 his business continues to grow and ,מצוה

prosper.” 

I would like to conclude with the following 

mashal from R’ Avraham Chaim Levin. 

Picture yourself sitting on a train traveling to 

the neighboring town. The peculiar behavior 

of the fellow sitting next to you catches your 

attention. Every ten minutes he sticks his hand 

deep into his wallet and removes a twenty 

dollar bill. He then proceeds to toss it out the 

open window. At the end of the trip as you are 

about to stand up you feel a tap on your 

shoulder, “Sir you must help me. My wallet is 

empty and I need one hundred dollars to make 

it through the day”. You would probably 

respond ‘never; why should I give you more 

money to throw out the window’ 

 Every year we ask Hashem to give us the 

resources we need. If Hashem sees us 

misusing it how can we have the nerve to ask 

for more? 

All is not lost. If we take advantage of Elul to 

recalculate our lives and to focus ourselves to 

the right direction we can yet merit a good 

verdict. When we recognize that all of our 

resources are merely an opportunity to 

preform Mitzvos, accordingly Hashem will 

give us opportunity for more mitzvohs. 


