
 
יתרו פרשת  

Week #37 

Washing Dishes 
 

1) May one use soap to wash dishes or hands? 

Liquid soap is permitted according to most authorities1. Some leading Poskim 
adopt a more stringent view and require diluting the soap to make it especially 
thin. -  ממרח-  
 

2) Is it permissible to leave a sponge in the sink over Shabbos? May the 
sponge be moved? 

Leaving a sponge in the sink where it will get wet is prohibited2. The sponge 
must be moved in an irregular fashion with care taken not to squeeze it.    -מלבן-
 

3) Is it permissible to use a napkin or towel to wipe dry a bottle with a 
thin neck or a shot glass? 

Not if the bottle is so wet that drying will cause water to be squeezed from the 
towel or napkin. However, this would be permissible בשעת הדחק (in the case 
of necessity) 3.  - סחיטה -  
 

4) When collecting plates after the meal, may I stack them according to 
size? 

As one collects the plates from the table, one may stack them in the order that 
he desires. However, once the plates have already been stacked haphazardly, 
one should not rearrange them according to size4.  - בורר - 
 

5( Is it permissible to wash dishes that are not going to be used? 

If one will not even use a single dish of this type during the remainder of 
Shabbos, he may not wash that dish. However, if he will use even one of that 
type, he may wash many.  -  הכנה-  

                                                           
1 Because of its loose consistency it is not ממרח ( תולדה of ממחק). 
2 Since this is considered cleaning the sponge (Melabein). 
3 The napkin or towel might be squeezed during wiping.  
4 Plates and saucers of different sizes stacked together constitute a Halachic “mixture” of different types.  

 

               .   ס''ה שו"ת אז נדברו ח"י סי' ט"ז, ועי' אג"מ או"ח ח"א סי' קי"ג ובקצוה"ש סי' קכ"ז א.            
 סי' שכ"ג ס"ו ובמ"ב ס"ק כ"ו.    ה.. סי' ש"ב סעי' י"ב ובמ"ב ס"ק ס' ובביה"ל שם.    ג   שש"כ פי"ב סע' י"ב. ב.

 


