
Tzav/Pesach -  Brotherly Love 
 

 In this week’s parsha the Torah tells us of the first seven days of the Dedication of 

the Mishkan. During this time Moshe, although not invested by Hashem as a Kohen, was 

nevertheless commanded to do all the avodah (the daily service) himself. The gemara 

(Ta’anis 11b) tells us that during this time Moshe wore a white (linen) robe which had no 

hem nor seams. Rashi suggests that Moshe deliberately wore clothing that was impossible 

within which to conceal anything. He did this in order to prevent any suspicion of him 

pilfering the Mishkan’s money and hiding it in the seams of his robe. Rashi, however, 

elsewhere (Avodah Zarah 34a) seems to change his mind and dismisses this theory because 

there really was no money lying around in the Mishkan. Rashi offers no other reason and 

leaves us all wondering what actually was the purpose or message of Moshe’s style of 

clothing. 

 Perhaps we can use a terminology found in the English language to explain. [After 

all, the Chassidic masters tell us that the job of a Yid in golus is to gather the sparks that 

were splintered off from Adam’s neshamah at the time of the original sin, the eating of the 

Aitz Ha’da’as. These sparks are lying everywhere, in humans, animals and even in-animate 

objects. The Kedushas Levi adds that even the language of the country in which a Yid finds 

himself during golus contains some of those sparks. By using that language to give nachas 

to Hashem those sparks can be lifted away and returned to their source.] 

 When a new president takes residence in the White House it involves many 

changes. The personal quarters of the first family is changed. Their favorite foods are put 

in the kitchen. The previous president’s family photographs are removed and the new 

family’s are introduced. Hard drives are replaced. You get the idea.  If you ask the transition 

team what would be considered a successful transition, they would use the word seamless. 

Seamless means a smooth, hassle-free change from A to B. 

 Moshe’s clothes were seamless. This hints to the seamless transition that took place 

in the Mishkan.  Moshe did the avodah for seven days and then handed over the reins to 

his brother Aharon. One would have forgiven Moshe for being a tad melancholy or perhaps 

even jealous of his brother. But we find otherwise. No sibling rivalry, no hard feelings. 

Instead Moshe shared in his brother’s simcha of becoming the full-time Kohen Godol of 

the Yidden. He gave him words of enthusiasm and chizzuk (see Rashi to Vayikra 9,7), 

ensuring a smooth and seamless transition. 

 The seder is a special time and for many of us it is extra meaningful when we get 

to spend it with mishpacha. On this night, many have the minhag to wear a white kittel. 

Perhaps it is to remind us of Moshe Rabainu and what he wore during the seven days of 

Dedication. We should all be zoche to wear the clothing of Moshe Rabainu, to revel in the 

company of siblings and others, and like Moses give Hashem tremendous nachas. 
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