
 

 

 

The Yom Tov of Rosh Hashana brings mixed feelings to many people. On the one hand, we are aware of the severity of the 

Din that is taking place and yet on the other hand we know (and we Daven so) that we are like children of Hashem and that 

we expect mercy from Him. The Alshich points out something that should help us clarify our perspective. The Possuk in Iyov 

says ויהי היום ויבאו בני האלקים להתיצב על ה' ויבוא גם השטן בתוכם It happened one day, the Malachim came to stand before 

Hashem and the Satan too came with them. The Alshich brings from the Zohar, that ‘ויהי היום’ means it was Rosh Hashana. 

Take a look at the way the Possuk describes this gathering. On this day of Rosh Hashana, all of the Malachim came and then 

as an aside the Possuk writes, ‘also the Satan amongst them’. The Satan was only there by-the-way. 

In the normal environment of a courtroom, the defendant and the prosecutor are given equal consideration. But in our case, 

Hashem truly only wants the best for us. The Satan and his complaints about us are of less importance to Hashem than is 

our presence. 

So, the first thing we must realise is that of course we can’t understand how Hashem does the Din on Rosh Hashana. But we 

can be sure that Hashem only wants the best for us and is not “out there to get us” Chas Vesholom. 

However, if we are looking for ways to ensure an easier judgment, the Av Beis Din of Kurtshin, Rav Shmuel Aaron Rubin, 

suggests the following. 

Hashem, in His mercy, is anyway always leaning towards Chessed. It is therefore obvious that for Hashem to judge the whole 

of Klal Yisroel favorably, He doesn’t need every single Yid to be a Tzaddik. Rather, he only needs most of them to be Zoche 

in their Din. If "רוב" Yidden seem ok, Hashem will judge all of Klal Yisroel favorably. 

But there is an important rule with the concept of “רוב” when used in Halacha. In order for רוב to dictate the status of the 

whole batch, it must be that the different elements are well and truly mixed together. If not, then each ingredient is 

considered on its own. 

For Klal Yisroel to benefit from the approach of “רוב”, we must all be mixed together. Then we will be judged as one group 

and the few Yidden who are not such Tzadikim will be left out of the equation. But if we are not all together with Achdus, 

then רוב won’t apply and we will be left to be judged as individuals. 

Eli is a 19-year-old working boy who recently travelled to London from Manchester for a friend’s Chasuna. Just as he was 

pulling into Euston Station, London he received a message from home. Please call your friend Chaim in Israel, it’s an 

emergency. (Only two days earlier Eli had registered his phone for over-seas calls.). 

“Eli you’ve got to help out,” Chaim said desperately over the phone. 

“A friend of mine, Tzvi, just called me. He’s just arrived from Israel in Manchester Airport, he doesn’t know anyone. He has 

nowhere to go and can’t even talk English.” 

Eli got Tzvi’s number and called him immediately. In broken Hebrew he tried to find out how long he was planning on being 

in Manchester and also the reason for his visit (so he would be able to find him accommodation). “Don’t worry, I’ll try to 

find you somewhere to stay.” 

Eli put the phone down and made some enquires. He tracked down someone who often had guests and asked him if Tzvi 

could stay over. 

Once confirmed, Eli called Tzvi back and informed him that he was sorted. “But… how do I even get there?” asked Tzvi. 

Eli directed him to the taxi rank outside the airport and Eli spoke directly to the taxi driver and gave him the instructions. 

All this while, Eli was en-route to a wedding. But he couldn’t yet go on the underground train for the next leg of his journey 

because there is no mobile reception there. So, whilst this was going on, he stayed around in Euston Station, on the phone, 

delaying him about 30 mins. After the taxi had set off from Manchester airport, Eli got onto the underground train and 

continued his journey. He tried to call Tzvi again later that night to check on him but couldn’t get through. The next day, 

back in Manchester, Eli got in touch with Tzvi again and went out with him and tried to befriend him and help him out. To 

this day, they keep in touch every few weeks. 

Chaim in Israel, Eli in London and Tzvi in Manchester Airport were all bound together with the strong bond of Achdus. 

Let us too look to befriend each other and strengthen the Achdus amongst us; in this Zechus we should all be Zoche to a 

favorable Din and a Shana Tova for all of Klal Yisroel.  
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תבואפרשת כי   – Showing Hashem We Care 
 

 בס''ד

 לר''ש 

 יעקב בן שרה לאה

'()כט' ג ת ְוָאְזַנִים ִלְשֹמַע ַעד ַהּיֹום ַהֶזה: ֹוָלֶכם ֵלב ָלַדַעת ְוֵעיַנִים ִלְרא ה'ָנַתן  ְולֹא  
 

Hashem did not give you a heart to know or eyes to see or ears to hear until this day 

In this Possuk Moshe Rabeynu is saying to Klal Yisroel as follows. “Although you have seen all the 

miracles that have taken place in Mitzaryim, that were done to Paraoh and the Mitzriyim, the ten 

Makos, the Yam Suf and all the miracles of the Midbar, only today you have received the ability to truly 

connect to Hashem and appreciate His Kindness.” In other words, today you have become so close to 

Hashem. 

Rav Chatzkel Levenstein draws from here an important lesson. For all that a person grows in spirituality 

there is always more to aspire to. Think about this generation of Yidden; think about all that they had 

already experienced, all that they had seen of Hashem and His miracles. And yet, only now Moshe tells 

them that they are so close to Hashem! What about until now? 

You see from here, however much a person grows and comes close to Hashem, there is always more 

steps to climb and to aspire to. 

As we continue this month of Elul and our thoughts are about our own spiritual growth, lets appreciate 

how much we have grown thus far but equally accept that there is always further we can go. 

Rav Chatzkel points out another lesson we can learn from this Possuk. 

Rashi brings a Peshat as a background to these words from Moshe Rabeynu. 

He writes, “On that day, Moshe gave the Sefer Torah to Shevet Levi. But Klal Yisroel complained, ‘Why 

don’t we also get the Sefer Torah? We were also by Har Sini! Tomorrow, Shevet Levi will say that the 

Torah wasn’t even given to us – it was only given to them!’ In response to this, Moshe Rabeynu told 

Klal Yisroel, ‘Now I can see how truly close you are to Hashem.’” 

Quoting the Alter of Kelm, Rav Chatzkel explains that Klal Yisroel’s concern doesn’t really make any 

sense. Would Shevet Levi really do that?! 

No matter, Moshe Rabeynu was so pleased to hear this from Klal Yisroel. Because the fact that they 

were upset over this, shows how strongly they felt about the Torah. And so, in response to their 

concern, Moshe told them, “Today I can see that you are truly close to Hashem.” Not because of the 

substance of their words but rather because of how they strongly they felt about it. They cared about 

the Torah – they did not want to part with it. 

It is not enough for a Yid to simply keep the Halachos of the Torah; it should mean a lot to us too – it 

ought to be something that we care deeply about. 

If we are looking for ways to draw closer to Hashem, lets start by showing Hashem that we truly care 

about His Torah. Firstly, by trying to improve our own observance of the Torah. Secondly, by standing 

up for the Torah where we see that it is being disgraced. And finally, by seeking out others who do not 

take the Torah seriously enough and encourage them to do so. 

A story is told about a Gadol who was once walking down the street on Shabbos when he saw a Yid 

smoking. Shocked at this blatant display of Chillul Shabbos, he fainted. The following week he went out 

and again saw someone smoking. He immediately fell ill with a high temperature. The third week he 

went out and saw someone smoking. This time he also fell ill with high temperature – but not as high 

as the previous week. This upset him a lot.  

“It seems that I’m becoming less sensitive about Shabbos,” he explained. “If only I would care about 

Chillul Shabbos this week as much as I did the first week, I would have had exactly the same reaction 

of dismay.” 

In this Zechus, may all of us be Zoche to a ת ְוָאְזַנִים ִלְשֹמעַ ֹוֵלב ָלַדַעת ְוֵעיַנִים ִלְרא  and become close to Hashem 
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