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As Yaakov traveled from the Yeshiva of Shem where he stopped on his way to Charan to find his 

wife, he came to a place that would one day be the site of the Bais HaMikdash, the Holy Temple. 

The sun miraculously set early so he would stop there, and before he went to sleep, he took 

twelves stones and placed them around his head. As he slept, G-d appeared to him in a vision and 

promised him that He would be with Yaakov and provide his needs. 

When Yaakov awoke, he exclaimed, “Truly, HaShem is in this place and I didn’t know it!” He then 

took the rock from his head, and set it up as a monument to mark the occasion. (The twelve 

stones had miraculously fused together into a single stone.) 

How did Yaakov know this vision was real and not merely a dream? How could he be sure this 

was a holy place? 

What confirmed it for him was the miracle of the stones uniting into a single unit. Where there is 

achdus, unity, there is G-d, and where there is G-d 

there is unity. When he saw that the stones had 

combined into one, he knew that this had to be a 

place where G-d’s glory dwelled.  

We can never underestimate the importance of this 

lesson: When we come together as well, and have 

peace in our midst, then G-d dwells among us too. 

“And Lavan said to him, but surely you are my 
bone and flesh, and [Yaakov] stayed with him for 
a month’s time.” (Beraishis 29:14) 

Though the verse says that Yaakov “stayed” with 
Lavan, he was much more than a houseguest.  From 
the ensuing context it is clear that Yaakov did not 
merely receive hospitality, but was, in fact, working 
very diligently for Lavan during this time.  In fact, R’ Shamshon Rafael Hirsch says that Lavan was 
undoubtedly calculating what it cost him to house and feed a large man of Yaakov’s size, yet Yaakov’s 
work was so valuable that Lavan kept quiet about it until he was nervous about what Yaakov had in 
store for him and he wanted to establish a set wage. 

While that explains why Lavan hosted him, it doesn’t explain why Yaakov felt compelled to work during 
that time instead of simply enjoying Lavan’s hospitality.  Even Lavan may have been wondering what 
Yaakov’s motives were, because, as he said, “You are my flesh and bone.” In Yaakov’s stealing of the 
brachos through trickery, Lavan felt he had found a kindred spirit in Yaakov.  Lavan knew that he 
himself would never act purely altruistically, so he assumed that Yaakov had an agenda. 

The Sforno says the phrase “vayeshev,” meaning ‘he stayed,’ is similar to what it says by Moshe, that 
he “stayed” with Yisro and shepherded his flocks.  This “staying” implies working for his host like it 
does regarding Moshe. 

The lesson we can learn here is that one should never sit back and enjoy receiving.  He should 
constantly be looking for ways to contribute to society and give to others.  Man was created in G-d’s 
image and G-d is the ultimate giver. 

 

 



Interestingly, the posuk in Yeshayah (Isaiah 45:18) states, “Lo tohu b’ra’a; lasheves yetzara, The world 
was not created to be empty, but was formed to be inhabited.”  The same word “sheves” is used to 
imply that merely existing is not sufficient, but rather one must be a productive human being. 

This is why even though Yaakov worked for Lavan from day one, the Torah calls it “staying” with him.  
For Yaakov, there could be no such thing as staying with Lavan without being productive and working.  
We, too, are not truly “living” on this earth unless we are involved in meaningful activity that makes the 
world a better place. 

The Ohr HaChaim says that the words ‘Hinei hee Leah - Behold it was Leah’ reference a 

Chazal that the women ululating (that Sefardic style of high-pitched noises used at weddings 

to show approval and “cheer on” the bride and groom) were actually trying to let Yaakov 

know the truth. 

In their noisemaking, what they were really saying was, “Leah hee, it is Leah.”  However, 

Yaakov didn’t get the message and he proceeded with the wedding. 

Clearly, it was divinely ordained, but how could Yaakov have missed it? 

The answer is that despite his expectation that Lavan would try something like this, Yaakov 

was so focused on his life with Rachel that he didn’t hear the clues he was given. 

He ignored the signs around him because he never imagined that Leah would bear half of his 

twelve tribes. 

Many of us go through life with self-

imposed blinders on, trying to see things 

as we want them to be instead of as 

they are.   

We can’t fathom that HaShem may 

have other plans for us, as he did for 

Yaakov and Leah. 

If we keep ourselves open to all 

possibilities and realize that we may not 

know what’s best for us, we can 

hopefully hear the warning messages 

when they come and see the truth.   

If not, we are simply fooling ourselves. 

Want to sign up to get this Shabbos Table Talk each week?  E-mail us at DoItForDovid@Gmail.com. 

FACEBUKER SHABBOS TABLE TALKING POINTS 
After having her fourth son, Leah named him Yehuda, to remind her of the gratitude she had to 
HaShem for giving her these children. The Gemara says no one had ever thanked HaShem like Leah. 
How could this be? Hadn’t anyone previously thanked HaShem? 

Some say the uniqueness was that she established a way to constantly remind herself of her gratitude, 
which would happen whenever she heard her son’s name.  

The Ponevizher Rav says that since there were twelve tribes and four wives, each assumed she would 
have three. When Leah had a fourth, that meant someone would have two: hence, even her first three 
were not a given - so she had a new appreciation for what she had taken for granted. 

DISCUSS AT YOUR TABLE: How can we find ways to appreciate what we have, express our gratitude to 
HaShem, and find joy in things we take for granted? What do we do that is similar to what Leah did, which gave HaShem 
so much pleasure? 

 


