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Tisha b'Av, 1815. The "Seer" of Lublin had 

passed away. All of his chasidim were 

grief-stricken, and his son, Rabbbi Yosef 

('Yossele') of Torchin, most of all. 

 

Weeks later. The time came to apportion 

his worldly possessions. His silken Shabbat 

garments, his belt, and the clock that 

always hung on his wall - these fell to the 

lot of his son, who in his own right was 

known as a man of great righteousness. 

 

More weeks went by. Finally the Torchiner 

was able to tear himself away from Lublin, 

in order to move on with his life. On his 

way home, such a heavy rain pelted down 

that his wagon could not struggle along any 

further. Soaked to the bone and chilled, he 

was forced to seek refuge at the first 

welcoming shelter that he could find. The 

villager was very hospitable and took him 

in, built a warm fire, offered him a warm 

drink, and something with which to cover 

himself in his discomfort. He spent the 

night there…and then another day and night 

as the storm continued in its fury. 

 

When the weather finally cleared some 

days later, the host requested some payment 

for the lodgings and food. "I haven't got a 

solitary coin in my pocket," explained Reb 

Yosef, "but I do have a number of sacred 

possessions. Perhaps there is something 

here that would be of value to you." 

 

He opened up his sack and displayed his 

treasured inheritance on the table, inviting 

the villager to choose an object for the 

value required. The man was no chasid, and 

none of these things meant anything to him. 

He turned to his wife for advice, and she 

replied: "The clothes are of no use to us; 

neither is the belt. The clock, though, could 

be useful: every morning it'll tell us what 

time to milk the cow." 

 

So they took the clock in settlement of the 

debt, and the son of the "Seer" left and 

continued on his way. 

 

Years later another tzadik passed through 

that village. This was Rabbi Yissachar 

Dov, the Sava Kaddisha of Radoshitz, one 

of the Seer's esteemed chasidim, and now a 

Rebbe in his own right with many 

followers. Because of the late hour, he too  

 

 
 

 

spent the night at the house of the same 

hospitable couple, -- in fact, in the very 

room in which that clock hung. But he did 

not sleep a wink. Instead he danced and 

sang all the night through. 

 

Early in the morning his host, who himself 

had not slept a wink because of the tumult, 

knocked on the door of the guest room and 

asked thetzadik what had made him so 

joyful that he sang and danced the whole 

night. 

 

The Rebbe answered with a question: 

"Please tell me, where did you get the clock 

that is in the room I stayed in?" The villager 

explained that he had received it in lieu of 

payment from a man who had no money. 

The Radoshitzer then asked him what this 

traveler looked like. "Aha! I thought so," he 

exclaimed after hearing the description. 

 

"As soon as I heard this clock tick," 

explained the Sava Kaddisha, "I could tell 

that it had belonged to our master, 

the tzadik of Lublin. You see, with every 

clock in the world, each tick signifies 

another second of life gone, spent, never 

again to be claimed. Every hour chimes the 

message to its owner that he is one hour 

nearer to his passing. 

 

"Now this is, to be sure, an important 

message - but the fact is that its sound is 

melancholy. However, the clock of our 

Master, the Seer of Lublin is different. I 

remember it well from his room. It ticks 

always exultantly, and tells those who listen 

that we are one second, one minute, one 

hour nearer the coming of the Mashiach ! 

 

"Even though I was exhausted when I arrived and 

wanted to sleep, I couldn't. The tick-tock of the 

Rebbe's clock is marching us towards the 

Redemption, so of course I was too happy to 

sleep, and I danced all night instead." 

 

Source: Adapted by Yerachmiel Tilles from the 

translation by Uri Kaploun in "A Treasury of 

Chassidic Tales"(Artscroll from Sipurei Chasidim 

by Rabbi S. Y. Zevin, and from the version on 

heichalhanegina.blogspot.com in the name of 

Grand Rabbi Michil Twerski of Milwaukee (right-

-see bethjehudah.org). 

 

Biographical notes:  

 

Rabbi Yaakov Yitzchok Horowitz (1745 - 9 Av 

1815), known as 'the Seer of Lublin', was the 

successor to Rabbi Elimelech of Lizensk (1717-

1787), and presided over the spread of chassidus 

in Poland. A significant percentage of the great 

Rebbes of the next generation emerged from his 

followers. Many of his insights were published 

posthumously in  

Divrei Emmes, Zichron Zos, and Zos Zichron. 

 

Rabbi Yossel of Torchin (1782-1818) was the 

son of the Chozeh of Lublin, and some say that 

the Seer viewed him as his successor. All 

respected him as a man of great piousness. 

 

Rabbi Yissachar Dov [1765-18 Sivan 1843], the 

"Sabba Kadisha" (holy grandfather) of Radoshitz, 

was a disciple of the Seer of Lublin and of the 

Holy Yid of Peshischa. Famed as a miracle maker, 

he lived in poverty as a simple tutor. 

 

Yerachmiel Tilles. is the director of the 

AscentOfSafed.com and KabbalaOnline.org 

websites. His mailing list of 900+ weekly stories 

(editor@ascentofsafed.com) is now in its 19th 

year. “Saturday Night, Full Moon,” the first of a 

3-volume series of his best stories, is now 

available in Tzefat at Ascent and KabbalaOnline-

shop.com, from the publishers in Jerusalem, 

Menorah-Books.com, and in Jewish bookstores 

world-wide.) 

 

Ticking Closer to Moshiach 

Shabbat  T imes –  Bechukotai  

 Candlelighting Motze Shabbat 

Jerusalem 7:02 8:19 

Tel Aviv 7:20 8:22 

Haifa 7:14 8:23 

Beer Sheva 7:18 8:19 

 

  

 



And they shall stumble one over the 
other, as before the sword, without one 
pursuing (Lev. 26:37)  
 
"One will stumble over the sin of 
another," comments Rashi, "as 
all Jews are guarantors (arevim) 
for each other." The Hebrew 
word for guarantor has the same 
root as the word for sweetness 
and pleasantness. Every Jew 
must look upon his brother and 
fellow guarantor with a kindly 
eye and seek what is good and 
worthy in his neighbor. The 
same Hebrew root also implies 
intermingling one with the other. 
Every Jew is part of the greater 
whole of the Jewish nation.  
 

(The Lubavitcher Rebbe) 

And you shall eat your bread to the 

h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  

Bechukotai, this week's Torah 
portion, contains the curses and 
punishments to be inflicted on the 
Jewish people if they do not obey G-d. 
Even a casual reading of these 
misfortunes in the Torah makes our 
hair stand on end. Chasidic philosophy, 
however, teaches that by delving more 
deeply into the meaning of these curses 
we can understand that they are actually 
blessings. 

Furthermore, these "curses" are not 
only blessings, but blessings of such a 
high order that they can only manifest 
themselves in their seemingly opposite 
form! 

A perfect illustration of this concept 
is found in the Talmud. Rabbi Shimon 
Bar Yochai, whose passing was 
commemorated this past week on "Lag 
B'Omer," once sent his son to two 
Sages for a blessing. When his son 
returned he complained that the Sages 
had cursed him. "What did they say?" 
asked Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai. "You 
shall sow, but not reap," answered the 
son. The father patiently explained that 
the rabbis had meant that he should 
grow to be the father of many children 

who would be healthy and strong and 
not die during their father's lifetime. 
Likewise, every example the son gave of 
the rabbis' "curses" were similarly 
interpreted to contain great blessings. 

But why did the rabbis go through 
the trouble of disguising their good 
intentions in such a convoluted 
manner? Chasidut explains that ultimate 
good is sometimes clothed in an outer 
garment of its exact opposite, precisely 
because it is too lofty to come into this 
world in any other form. 

If, then, the rabbis' blessings were so 
lofty that they had to be "disguised" as 
curses, how did Rabbi Shimon Bar 
Yochai recognize their true content? 

The Tanya explains that everything 
we perceive as evil in this world is, in 
reality, so good that we cannot absorb it 

the present time. When Moshiach 
comes, the concealed good hidden 
within our afflictions will be revealed 
for what it is - utter and absolute 
blessing. A Jew must, therefore, always 
accept whatever is decreed from Above, 
for when Moshiach comes we will see 
that the suffering of the exile was in 
truth a good of such magnitude that it 
could only be bestowed in such a way. 

Rabbi Shimon Bar Yochai possessed 
a soul capable of discerning this truth 
even before the coming of Moshiach. 
Likewise, Chasidut affords us a "taste" 
of the Messianic Era, enabling us to 
understand these inner truths which will 
soon become apparent, speedily in our 
days. 

Adapted from the teachings of the Lubavitcher 

Rebbe; Shabbos Table and From our Sages 

reprinted from www.LchaimWeekly.org -  LYO / NYC) 

 

AFFLICTION IS GOOD? – ACCORDING TO MOSHIACH 

 

in its true form (much in the 
way that an intense light hurts 
the eyes if one looks directly at 
its source). This good therefore 
takes the form of human 
suffering, just as we avert our 
eyes from a brightness which is 
too intense. 

This, however, is only true at 

 

Gratitude to Hashem 
 

Once, Reb Gershon Ber Paharer, the eminent 

chassid, sat with his fellow chassidim and 

expressed his gratitude to Hashem for all 

that had passed over him: "As a child under 

my mother (his father had passed away 

before he was born), my life was surely 

good. Then, after my mother passed away, 

my uncle took me in, and that too was good. 

Then, my uncle passed away and the 

community took charge of me, and was also 

good.  

 

“When I grew older, the community handed 

me over to a craftsman to learn a trade 

(craftsmen were known to treat their 

apprentices harshly), and that was good as 

well. Then, I became one of the yungeleit 

who served [the famous chassid] Reb Hillel 

Paritcher, and that is surely good. After that, 

I became a melamed and I earned a living, 

and that's good (melamdim were actually 

paid a meager salary and lived very poorly). 

Finally, I merited to become a Shadar for the 

Rebbe Maharash and the Rebbe Rashab, and 

that is definitely good. "I must therefore not 

be ungrateful, R"L, and I should rejoice and 

thank Hashem for His kindness and mercy."   

Reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u 
 

 

 

"walked in." The service of G-d 
should never be static, but should 
lead us to higher and higher levels of 
sanctity. 
 

(Keter Shem Tov)  

full, and you shall dwell in safety 
in your land (Lev. 26:5) 
 
Economic hardship causes 
strife among brothers. 
Unethical competition in 
business leads one to snatch a 
crust of bread from another's 
mouth. G-d therefore 
promised that all Jews will 
have enough to eat, they will 
"dwell in safety in the land," 
and peace will reign. 
 

(Arono Shel Yosef) 

If you walk in My statutes (Lev. 
26:3) 
 
The Baal Shem Tov taught 
that a person must never 
become settled in his habits 
and fixed in his ways, for G-
d's laws are meant to be 

   



h o m e @ C h a b a d C a r d o . o r g  Great Disputes 
Chazal say that when discussing Torah, two people, even a father and 

son or a Rebbi and his talmid, can appear to be fierce enemies, yet in 

the end, they reconcile out of their love for each other and harbor no 

hard feelings. This can be seen from Beis Hillel and Beis Shammai 

who, despite their Torah disagreements, freely arranged shidduchim 

with each other and lived peacefully together.                                

( ב"ע יד יבמות, ב"ע ל קידושין ) 
 

During the time of the controversy between the Alter Rebbe and the 

tzaddik, Reb Boruch of Mezhibuzh, one of the Alter Rebbe's chassidim 

wanted to step in and prove his Rebbe's righteousness. The Alter Rebbe 

did not allow him to get involved. Sometime later, the Alter Rebbe 

reminded him about this and said, "If you think this was a simple 

machloikes, you are mistaken. This was a continuation of the 

machloikes between Shaul HaMelech and Dovid HaMelech."    

(Shemuot V’Sipurim, vol. 1, pg. 44)   

    

'Holy' Wars 
Although the chassidim of Vilna suffered during the time of the great 

machloikes, they constantly tried to bring about peace and did not 

respond to their tormentors.  At one of the meetings of the chassidim, in 

the year ו"תקנ  (1796), some of the learned young talmidei chachomim 

among them decided that at this point they must begin to fight back. 

The chossid Reb Meir Refoels, who for many years had worked on 

keeping the peace, argued against this. Reb Moshe Meizels sided with 

the younger group and, deeply pained by all their past suffering, used 

strong words against his opponent.  

 

Hearing about this, the Alter Rebbe immediately dispatched a 

messenger to tell the younger group that although in principle they were 

right, they must nevertheless act with middos tovos and ahavas Yisroel 

– for this was what would ultimately cause the Name of HaShem to be 

glorified. Later that year, the Alter Rebbe also wrote a letter to Reb 

Moshe Meizels, asking him to publicly ask forgiveness from Reb 

Meir Refoels, "For Chazal teach that no peace will come from 

quarreling, and most tzores result from machloikes that is thought 

to be leshem Shamayim. (May HaShem protect us from it!)"  

 דברים ספרי[, 150 'ע ט"תשל כסלו ד"י מליקוט] תלה' ע שם, פ' ע ז"אדה ק"אג)

(ו"רפ   

 

The gaon, Reb Yonasan Eybeschutz, once said: The yetzer hara 

will bring about machloikes by convincing a person to be zealous 

for the sake of HaShem. One must therefore carefully weigh one's 

own actions, even in a machloikes leshem Shamayim, because the 

yetzer hara will try to steer the machloikes into negative directions. 

( ה דרוש דבש יערות )  

 

How can a person tell whether in fact his intentions are purely 

leshem Shamayim? The Shelah HaKadosh advises that one should 

judge this according to the way he feels towards the other person in 

all other areas. Only if he loves him entirely, can the machloikes 

truly be described as being leshem Shamayim.  

 

The Rebbe explains: The heart of kedusha is unity. Therefore, a 

true machloikes leshem Shamayim will lead to full harmony. By 

contrast, the core of kelipa is strife. Hence, even if the yetzer hara 

dresses himself up in a zaidene zupetze, a pious-looking silken 

kapote, and convinces a person that his current machloikes is being 

conducted leshem Shamayim, if it is causing the opposite of ahavas 

Yisroel it is obvious that it is coming from kelipa.  

(1911    ע ג"ח ה"תשמ התוועדויות, ה"של) 

 

At all Costs 
Reb Yehudah Hachassid writes that one should not quarrel over 

serving as chazan, even if the community will instead send 

someone who is unworthy. Those who are in charge will be held 

accountable. The Alter Rebbe paskens that one should not quarrel 

   AVOIDING STRIFE 

 

The Merit of our Yearning, 

Longing and Praying 
 

The Midrash states that 

Moses asked G-d, "In what 

merit do the Jews deserve 

to be redeemed from 

Egypt? G-d replied, "In the 

merit of the Torah that they 

are destined to receive." 

How could the merit of the 

future acceptance of the 

Torah help them in their 

present situation? Rather, 

they longed each day for 

their redemption so that 

they could receive the 

Torah - and the merit of 

this yearning brought about 

their Redemption. The 

same is true now: The 

merit of our yearing, 

longing, and praying for 

the final Redemption and 

for the revelation of the 

Torah of Moshiach is in 

itself sufficient merit to 

bring about our final 

Redemption. 
(The Rebbe, as quoted in Yalkut 

Moshiach UGeula by Rabbi 

Dovid Dubov) 

 

 

over performing a mitzvah. As we find about the lechem 

hapanim, that the refined kohanim would step aside to 

avoid quarreling with the with the aggressive ones who 

grabbed the bread, even though it was a mitzvah 

midoraisa.      ( ט"סכ נג' סי ר"שוע, תשנז' סי חסידים' ס ) 

 

One young chossid would daven before the amud in a 

shul where the minhag was to wear a talis for Mincha and 

Maariv. Knowing that the minhag Chabad is to not wear 

a talis then, he was unsure of what to do, and presented 

his question to the Rebbe. The Rebbe replied that despite 

the vital importance of our minhag, he should certainly 

avoid machloikes, and if they are insistent on their 

minhag, he should comply with them. ( צז, יב' ע ז"חט ק"אג ) 

 

A talented chazan arrived in the town of Kemfna and the 

townsmen wanted to appoint him as their baal tefilah. 

Knowing this man to be lax in the observance of mitzvos, 

the local Rov did not agree to give him this holy position. 

The townsmen did not relent and they insisted that this 

man be appointed. Foreseeing the imminent machloikes, 

the Rov sent the question before Reb Yosef 'Hatzadik', 

the son-in-law of the Noda BiYehuda and the Rov in 

Posen, asking what he should do. Reb Yosef's answer 

was quick in coming: "It is better to erect a 'tzeilem in the 

heichal' and avoid machloikes amongst Yidden! State 

your opinion pleasantly, and if they don't listen do not 

fight them." ( צ' ע הדור מופת ) 

 

 (reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 

 

One Step Translations 

  



A woman's husband was killed during 

the Yom Kippur War, when a coalition 

of Arab states led by Egypt and Syria 

fought against Israel from October 6 to 

25, 1973.  She sent a handwritten 

heartfelt note to the Rebbe: 

 

"Hashem was with our nation to stand 

up during this difficult time of war and 

the few succeeded to stand up to the 

many.  But every victory demands 

sacrifice and indeed, there is no greater 

sacrifice than sacrificing life.  Since I 

was left without a father to my children, 

the task of educating and rearing them 

is hard on me. It is difficult for me to 

stand alone in front of a large and 

somewhat cruel world... 

Rebbe’s Response to 

IDF Widow 

(Rebbe’s letter) 

 

"How am I to explain to my children 

that their father's death is also G-d's 

will? My young boy is asking, 'Ima, 

when Moshiach will come all the 

death will return to life and Aba will 

come. Why can't Moshiach come 

now?' My daughter is asking 'where 

can my Aba be found?'" 

 

The Rebbe wrote his response by hand 

on the original note: 

 

"To the questions of the children that 

you wrote - explain (as is the truth) 

that there are such pure souls that G-d 

Almighty wants them to be in heaven, 

after they have completed their 

mission on earth and protected the 

children of Israel that live in the land 

of Israel. 

 

"And in Heaven they are advocating 

for the good of all those close to them 

and especially their children and they 

are asking from G-d that the children 

should succeed in their learning and 

behavior etc. 

 

"And when the children behave this 

way - it is a nachas and pleasure to the 

neshama which is alive and well etc." 

 

(Reprinted from Collive) 
 

 

 

 
 Fruit Crisp:  This hint was sent by 

a reader from Ramat Beit Shemesh, 

Chana Schoenberg: Instead of using 

almond or coconut flour which is 

pricey, I just use oats, cut up apples, 

or any cut fruit, peaches, apricots, 

even mango, dried cranberries, 

raisins, ground nuts, ground coconut, 

list is endless. Use natural date syrup 

or honey as a sweetener, some oil, 

1:1 cups cooked together with the 

honey, etc., with a couple tsp. 

vanilla. Then add to dry mixture.  

Can add more sweetener if need be. 

Add some coconut milk/cream or 

almond milk  to moisten, spices of 

coriander, cinnamon, a dash of 

clove. Bake for an hour and 30 

minutes, covered, then last 10 

minutes uncover.  A common 

Shabbos dessert by us.  Can't give 

exact measurements, because I cook 

the way I paint, blend oils or 

whatever by intuition.  Nice to serve 

with whipped coconut cream, if you 

have the time and patience to make.  
 

 
 

   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Farbrengen 

Question:  This is a question that my wife and I are writing 

together.  When we met 10 years ago we connected right away, 

you might say, fell in love.  Although we dated for four months, 

we both wanted to get married after the first date.  Before we met, 

we had both been out on a lot of shidduchim and both felt each 

person we met wasn’t “it”.  For the first few years of our marriage 

things were great.  However, although we still enjoy spending time 

together, we do not feel the same love and closeness.  As a result, 

we feel less satisfied with the relationship and have wondered if 

we would not be happier married to somebody else.  We are not 

really sure where to go from here and are hoping you can give us 

some direction. 

   

Answer: I think it will be helpful to explore the question:  why 

do people get married?  Very often couples get married because 

they are in love and they believe that marriage will not only be the 

culmination of their love but will also enhance and maintain their 

love.  In other words, marriage is viewed as a tool to enable the 

man and woman to share, experience and maintain their love.   

 

But, where does the need for love originate?  Just as we use 

Hashem’s creation to serve Him, so too, Hashem creates our needs 

so we can serve Him. Hashem creates our need for food, our 

hunger, so we can serve Him through making a blessing on the 

food and using the energy from the food to learn Torah and do 

mitzvot.  Hashem creates the desire to be angry so we can serve 

Him by not getting angry and by coming to a deeper realization of 

Divine Providence, as discussed in Tanya.  Thus, our needs do not 

define who we are; they are not for our own personal fulfillment 

and satisfaction.  Rather, Hashem has created our needs so that we 

serve him through the various needs that we experience.  It is not 

about what we need, but what we are needed for.   Our main focus 

is serving Hashem; our needs are tools which enable us to do so. 

 

So too with marriage.  Ideally a man and woman get married 

because they want to fulfill Hashem’s Will by having children and 

building a home based on the foundations of Torah and mitzvot. 

Love enhances the marriage, the closeness between husband and 

wife. However, love serves the marriage, but marriage does not 

serve the love.  Our need to love and be loved is a creation of 

Hashem which enables us to better serve Him.  Thus, as opposed 

to obsessing and getting sidetracked by thoughts of how much love 

we are receiving or sharing, it is important to remember that love 

is not the ultimate aim, but an important ingredient of the 

marriage.  However, the foundation and focus of the man and 

woman’s life together is a marriage built on Torah and mitzvot.   

 

You and your wife have a tremendous opportunity to begin anew, 

to rebuild the foundation of your marriage, to explore and learn 

together the deeper meaning and reason for marriage.  There are 

many great books and speakers.  The website www.11213.org has 

some excellent classes from Rabbi Manis Friedman.   Also, the 

Chabad bookstore, Heichal Menachem, in Geula has a good 

selection of books.  Aharon Schmidt, marriage and individual 

coaching and counseling; coachingandcounseling1@gmail.com, 

052-524-6528 
 

    

 

 Halacha Corner –  Meat on Shavuos: May one eat his milchig seuda on Shavuos night? The Torah instructs "v'somachta 

bechagecha," that there is an obligation to rejoice on Yom Tov. Chazal explain that simcha is achieved specifically through drinking wine and eating 

the meat of korbanos. Even today, midrabanan one should fulfill simcha by eating meat (like korbanos).  One must eat at least a kzayis (approx. 1 

ounce) and drink a revi'is (approx. 3 ounces). Some Poskim claim that one must eat beef and that poultry does not fulfill the obligation. Some hold 

that one must drink wine which intoxicates and causes joy, as opposed to grape juice.  The mitzvah of simcha also applies to women, however 

Poskim argue whether it is their mitzva or the mitzva of their husband (or father) to ensure that his family is happy. Simcha for women involves new 

clothing or anything similar that makes them happy.  They do not need to drink wine and their obligation to eat meat is a discussion.  Whether the 

mitzvah of simcha can be fulfilled at night is a machlokes and the Shulchan Aruch implies that the mitzvah is specifically during the day. Therefore, 

one should see to it to eat meat on Shavuos day.  Some Poskim say that there is a separate obligation of simcha by night, at least midrabanan.  Others 

argue that if the mitzvah of simcha is by day, there is no need to eat meat by night as well.  Furthermore, on Yom Tom, just like on Shabbos, there is 

a mitzva of oneg (pleasure) which obligates everyone to have two meals each day; and a milchig meal is not a significant form of oneg for most 

people.  The age-old minhag is to eat both a milchig meal and a fleishig meal on Shavuos day (the Rebbe also followed this practice). Some explain 

that this minhag is based off of the Jewish people eating milchigs immediately after Matan Torah, since from Matan Torah and onwards, meat needed 

to be in accordance to the newly given laws of shechita.  This was of course during the daytime after the Torah was given.  In summary: It is 

preferable that one eat a fleishig seudah at night, and both a milchig and fleishig seudah during the day.  (by Rabbi Chaim Hillel Raskin, Moreh 

Hora’ah – Beis Horaa Rechovot, reprinted from Lma’an Yishme’u) 
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