
We hope that these Divrei Torah, which are 
designed especially for use during the seudos, 

will בע״ה enhance your Shabbos.  
 

For all enquiries or to subscribe directly 
please reply to the email from EverywhereK 

 
 

Look out for details of the forthcoming  
book/e-book of divrei Torah 

from Kodesh Press. 

 

 

 

The Levush writes that on Shabbos we can attain higher 
levels of wisdom as it is a day especially designated for this 
purpose.  Therefore, we should seek ways to increase the 
amount of Torah that we discuss on this holy day. 

 גוט שבת 
ms  

 זכור ושמור בדבור אחד נאמרו
 

 ַּכְפֹּתֵריֶהם ּוְקֹנָתם ִמֶּמָּנה ִיְהיּו ֻּכָּלּה ִמְקָׁשה ַאַחת ָזָהב ָטהֹור     [25:36] 
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Their knobs and their branches shall [all] be [one piece] with it; all of it [shall be] one 
hammered mass of pure gold 

The Medrash informs us that Moshe Rabbeinu was unable to create the Menorah even after 
Hashem had shown him a depiction of it in fire.  As a result, Hashem informed Moshe that 
he should approach Betzalel, who would take responsibility for the manufacture of this 
precious vessel for the Mishkan.  The Chidushei HaRim writes that for forty years he could 
not comprehend this Medrash, suggesting as it does that Betzalel had a superior 
understanding of the Menorah’s creation.  Its meaning only became clear when his son-in-
law underwent an unsuccessful operation in Warsaw.  The Chidushei HaRim approached the 
doctor to ask him how such a skilled and celebrated surgeon could fail to carry out such a 
procedure effectively.  The doctor explained that there was once an occasion when 
Napoleon's wife was experiencing a difficult labour.  The most skilled doctors were 
summoned but not one of them wanted to attend the patient, because they were 
apprehensive about the likely consequences to themselves of a failed delivery.  The only 
option was to call an ignorant village doctor who would have no idea of who Napoleon 
was.  This doctor, working without any pressure, calmly delivered a healthy 
baby.  “Normally,” said the surgeon, “the operation on the Rebbe’s son-in-law is one that I 
perform routinely every week.  However, when I learnt of the identity of the patient, I felt a 
significant additional responsibility, which was sufficient for me to underperform”.  So it was 
with Moshe.  His knowledge and appreciation of the deepest and holiest secrets 
underpinning the Menorah, caused him to be paralysed with fear and unable to make 
it.  Betzalel, by contrast, who was not on the same madreigoh (level) as Moshe, was able to 
create the Menorah without impediment. 

 

 Issue No: 263 

Gold, silver and copper 

Rav Shimon Sofer, the son of the Ksav Sofer and founder of the Erlau Chasidic dynasty, writes that the order of these 

materials – gold, silver and copper – is fully compliant with the saying of Chazal that אחרון אחרון חביב– loosely translated as 

‘saving the best till last’.  He explains that gold is the least beloved because it is given by the wealthy.  No matter how much 

they give, they still have plenty in reserve and their tzedokoh does not usually have such an impact on their wealth such that 

they are required to curb their expenditure in other areas.  Silver is given by the ‘middle class’ ba'al tzedokoh, for whom 

parting with the money is often harder and may necessitate cutbacks in other areas.  Copper is the donation of the poor 

man.  This emotional gift is the most beloved in the eyes of Hashem.  What he gives to tzedokoh will come from the … page 2 

 ָזָהב ָוֶכֶסף ּוְנֹחֶׁשת      [25:3]
 

 פרשת תרומה 
 ה'תשע''ז

 

 



 

Its buttons and its flowers shall [all] be 
[one piece] with it 

The Menorah was fashioned from a single block of 
solid gold.  All of its decorative features were moulded 
out of this same block, so that nothing was created 
separately and later attached to the main structure of 
the Menorah.  The possuk emphasises this fact by 
saying that its globes and flowers shall all be together 
within it in one piece.  The Chasam Sofer explains that 
since the Menorah functions as a representation of 
the light of Torah, this possuk teaches us that no 
outside sciences or wisdom should be used to 
embellish the Torah.  The Torah is fully illuminated 
from within and nothing from the outside world can 
enhance this effulgent light to any further 
degree.  With this idea in mind, the Chasam Sofer 
elucidates the Gemoro in Maseches Megilah [32] 
which states that "He who holds the Sefer Torah bare 
(without a covering) will be buried bare without 
mitzvos".  The Gemoro wishes to convey the idea that 
if a person considers that the Torah is somehow 
lacking and he feels it needs the beauty of science or 
other external schools of wisdom to adorn it and make 
it complete, then this is apikorsus.  The fate of such a 
person is to leave this world bereft of mitzvos. 
 

… money he needs to pay for the most basic 
necessities.  It is similar to a child who owns nothing 
in the world except the biscuit in his hand, yet he is 
quite prepared to share it with his "rich" father, who 
can have a biscuit whenever he wants without 
asking anyone.  This hierarchy in the giving of 
tzedokoh is reflected in the Gemoro in Maseches 
Chulin [46a], which states that wealthy people are 
stingy.  Rav Shimon Sofer points out that if the rich 
were not somewhat miserly by nature, their 
tzedokoh would lack much meaning.   Therefore, 
Hashem makes them innately more grudging than 
generous so that parting with their money will be a 
challenge, even though in financial terms it is 
not.  In this way, those blessed with wealth can also 
earn the great mitzvah of tzedokoh with mesiras 
nefesh (self-sacrifice) just like their less well-off 
brethren, who are parting with money that they can 
ill afford to do without.  This message seems a 
timely one as we approach Purim and the mitzvah 
of matono lo’evyonim – gifts to the poor, so that 
they may enjoy the tremendous level of simchah 
that is attainable on this special day.  How much 
more is one’s own simchah enhanced by knowing 
that, through our proper use of that with which 
Hashem has blessed us, our less well-off brethren 
can celebrate without worry.   
 

השבת-ישראל את-ושמרו בני  

השבת-לעשות את  
 

Reb Simcha Bunim of Peshischa would remark 
on the uniqueness of the mitzvah of sukkah.  Other 

mitzvos are performed with only one part or other of 
a person’s body, but sukkah is performed with the 

entire body.  A person immerses himself from head to 
foot in the holy atmosphere under the s’chach. 

 
Reb Shlomo Leib of Lentshna adds that Shabbos is 

an even greater mitzvah.  Although one tries to 
spend as much time as possible inside the sukkah, 

there are occasions when it is necessary to step 
outside and the mitzvah is gone.  However, 

Shabbos envelopes the entire person without 
the need for any action.  When Shabbos 
arrives we are automatically surrounded 

by the mitzvah from the beginning 
until its conclusion. 

 

Continued from page 1 

 

 

 ַּכְפֹּתֶריָה ּוְפָרֶחיָה ִמֶּמָּנה ִיְהיּו  [25:31]

 


