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RAV BRAZIL PARSHAS DEVARIM  תשע"ז 

TISHA B’AV MORNING OR MOURNING 

The gemarah tells us that Rav Tzadok fasted forty years in order to ward off the Churban of the 
Bais Hamikdash. Apparently it was not as successful as he had hoped it to be. The Three Weeks 
that we are experiencing at this very moment is testimony to this. However, Reb Shlomo from 
Radamsk has another spin on this and that is fasting was indeed a success. For Rav Tzadok 
fasted every day that on his present day should not befall the Churban. For forty years he 
successfully pushed it off and delayed it. 

We are many times too critical of ourselves not realizing what the term of success really means. 
Moving a micrometer further on the journey towards the goal towards the destiny is considered 
success in Shamayim. Our Chazal tell us on the passuk ודגלו עלי אהבה that the letters of  דגלו 
can be rearranged to read דלגו which is interpreted to mean to skip. Even if one is reading the 
Torah or davening and skips over a word or mispronounces it, he is still loved by Hashem. It is 
more about the effort and the intention that lies within one’s heart than the accomplishment 
itself. If we are able to reframe this and appreciate the struggle we will have a greater love for 
Hashem and ourselves. 

At the beginning of Sefer Devarim the Baal Haturim brings that the first letter of the first words 
of each sefer of Chumash is gematriah 21 symbolizing the name of אהיה. These first words are 
 אהיה  This observation supports the above concept. The name of .בראשית ואלה ויקרא וידבר אלה
was the name presented to Am Yisrael in MItzrayim as the code to the redemption. I will be. The 
Chassidic Masters interpret this to mean that Hashem was revealing that even though Yisrael 
are not on the level that merits redemption, He will nevertheless redeem them on the merit 
that they will eventually attain the level of purity that they are striving and desiring to reach. 
This is hinted in the first letters of each sefer. One can be holding only at the beginning of the 
sefer, even at the first letter of working on different struggles, yet he merits the relationship 
with Hashem because of אהיה. The battle and struggle count even if it ends with what we deem 
as unsuccessful. 

The Baal Haturim continues to write that the end letters of the last words of each sefer is ממיול  
which is gematriah הוא אלהינו זה. This once again reinforces the above idea. If we unscramble 
the last letters we can create the word ממולי which means an opponent. That if one continues to 
be challenged and he doesn’t “throw in the towel” by realizing that each step is a small success, 
he will receive the Siyatah Dishmaya to arrive at the goal that he desires אין דבר עומד בפני הרצון.  

Going back about forty years ago I sat with a few parents together with Rabbi Fried an expert 
Special Ed. teacher to help us formulate a program for a new elementary school which we were 
planning to start. I will never forget the insight that he told us that day concerning the word 
progress and how to measure it. He gave an example of a compromised child who is shy and 
never raises his hand and one day he finally garnishes enough courage to do so, for that alone 
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he should be lauded and praised irrelevant that his answer was incorrect. The child who takes 
one half a minute to get the answer out of his mouth and at present reaches a point where it 
takes him only twenty seconds to achieve the same feat, should be recognized for his progress 
and rewarded. 

If you think that over seconds one should not make a fuss did you ever park in a Midtown  
Manhattan parking lot? Come just one second past the hour you parked, you will be billed 
another $5.95 plus tax and bargaining is fruitless. Not bad for a second’s worth of idleness. 
Times that by a minute it is $365. Times that by the seconds in an hour…….. 

Rashi says that the place of פארן that is mentioned as part of Moshe Rabbeinu’s mussar to Klal 
Yisrael at the beginning of the parsha, refers to the sin of the Meraglim. The name contains two 
opposing words אפר which means ash which is a result of nullifying an object’s form, and פאר 
which means glorify an act of bringing attention and recognition to something praiseworthy. The 
Meraglim thought that being in the desert surrounded by the Clouds of Glory and Hashem’s  
presence is the ultimate existence and goal. This is called a state of פאר. By entering Eretz Yisrael 
they would enter the state of  אפר having to struggle to nullify themselves towards the פאר level 
which then opens a window for the possibility of failure. We sit in mourning on Tisha B’av 
because back then we did not recognize the true meaning of success. The Meraglim and Am 
Yisrael chose to live and serve Hashem in the ideal state of MORNING when everything is clear 
and there is no challenge or failure. They did not see the value and the preciousness of the 
MOURNING of having remorse over losses and the renewing oneself with the resolve to be 
stronger and continue on the journey to reach the destination. We must realize that the 
greatest פאר is the אפר the struggle of nullifying oneself for Hashem’s sake. 

Just as Rav Tzadok for forty years, everyday he successfully davened to hold back the 
destruction of the Bais Hamikdash on the very day he was living, so too we must realize that our 
Tefillos and yearning for the rebuilding of the Bais Hamikdash is not a failure. Every day that we 
daven sincerely for its rebuilding and nullify our desires before Hashem’s, we are building the 
Bais Hamikdash brick by brick. Not one single righteous bechira is in vain but brings the coming 
of Moshiach that much closer. As the Rebbe from Ropshitz interpreted our tefillah  ובנה אותה

 that Hashem should build the Mikdash WITH our days. Even a sincere minute of בקרוב בימינו
MOURNING over the loss of Bais Hamikdash and our intimate relationship with Hashem, will 
bring on the merit to be at the new MORNING with the coming of Hashem’s revelation and the 
building of the Third Mikdash. 

Gut Shabbos 

Rav Brazil 

       


