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IMPORTANCE OF ....  
The Shulchan Aruch (j”ut 684:3) rules that when Rosh Chodesh 
Teves falls on Shabbos, 3 Sifrei Torah are removed from the Aron 
HaKodesh. The weekly Parsha is to be read from the first, the 
Rosh Chodesh section is to be read from the second and the 
Chanukah portion from the third. The Rema states that if one 
mistakenly began to read the Chanukah portion before reading the 
Rosh Chodesh section, he is to stop, and start reading the Rosh 
Chodesh portion. The Korban Nesanel (Megilah 4:10:3) explains 
that the Rema’s position is that Rosh Chodesh is rhs, (more 
frequent) than Chanukah, and that rhs, takes precedence, even 
when one passes over another mitzvah that is before him, such as 
where he is already reading the Chanukah portion. The Korban 
Nesanel himself disagrees and rules that one should not interrupt 
the mistaken Chanukah reading, because “,uumnv kg ihrhcgn iht” 
(one may not pass over a mitzvah) is a more weighty rule, and 
preempts rhs,. The Beis Yoseif (j”ut 25:1) cites the Nimukei 
Yoseif who states that generally, one puts on his Tzitzis before his 
Tefillin, because Tzitzis are rhs, (every day) whereas Tefillin are 
not worn on Shabbos and Yom Tov. Yet, the Nimukei Yoseif adds 
that those who don a large Talis after dressing fully with their 
Tefillin, should recite the brocho over Tefillin first, because of 
ihrhcgn iht which is a weightier rule than rhs,, as the Korban 
Nesanel held. The Shaagas Aryeh (28) states that he agrees with 
the Nimukei Yoseif’s opinion. However, the Shaagas Aryeh (20), 
in a similar question, rules that if one mistakenly started saying 
tchu vkgh in bentsching before vmr, he should stop and say vmr, as 
Shabbos is rhs, over whatever warranted tchu vkgh, and is 
apparently weightier than ihrhcgn iht, contrary to what the 
Nimukei Yoseif said, which the Shaagas Aryeh had agreed with.    
The difference would seem to be that ihrhcgn iht is weightier as 
between two mitzvos, such as Tefillin and Tzitzis, or between 
independent readings of the Torah. But where one is engaged in 
the mitzvah of Tefilah, such as bentsching, there is only the one 
mitzvah, and as between sections, rhs, takes precedence.  

QUESTION OF THE WEEK:  
When might someone light 8 candles each night of Chanukah ?  

ANSWER TO LAST WEEK:  
(When is drinking coffee Halachically preferable to water ?)  
The Mishnah Berurah (170:13) states that it is not befitting for a 
Talmid Chochom to drink water in public, since one drinks water 
to quench one’s thirst, which a Talmid Chochom should do in 
private. Coffee is a beverage one drinks for enjoyment, which is 
permitted to a Talmid Chochom, even in public.        

DIN'S CORNER:  
If a non-observant Jew, driving by on Shabbos, stops to ask 
directions, one may not assist him with information, even though 
to do so may shorten his trip and will certainly preclude his need 
to stop again and ask for more directions. Rather, one must 
remain silent. (Tzitz Eliezer 15:18)     

DID YOU KNOW THAT ....   
The Gemara (Bava Metzia 42b) states that regarding grain and 
other items of produce, one is advised not to measure the exact 
amount one possesses via counting, weighing etc.., because a 
special brocho applies to such things, where the exact amount is 
unknown. A Remez to this may be found in the Pesukim dealing 
with the collection of produce in Egypt during the seven years of 
plenty, where the Posuk first says: kfutv kf ,t .ucehu (and they 
gathered all the food), but then, when the amount was such that 
they were unable to count it “rpxn iht hf” (it had no number), the 
produce is described as “stn vcrv” - as numerous as the sand of 
the sea. This is also relevant to the Gemara (Shabbos 23a) which 
states that on the first night of Chanukah, one who lights recites 3 
berachos, and one who merely sees a lit Menorah recites 2 
berachos. On subsequent nights, one who lights recites 2 
berachos and one who sees recites 1 brocho. Which brocho is 
omitted ? ubhhjva. The Gemara asks, why not omit ohxb vaga? 
and answers that a xb occurred every night. One wonders, what 
was the Gemara’s assumption – that there was no xb on 
subsequent nights !? If anything, as the Beis Yoseif points out, the 
first night was far less miraculous than the other nights ! The Taz 
answers the Beis Yoseif’s question by suggesting that some oil 
miraculously remained at the end of the first night, so as to 
provide a basis for further miracles, since a brocho cannot affect 
an empty container. However, the Panim Yafos points out that 
since it has been established that the sole flask of oil was enough 
for only one day, that flask constituted a measured amount, upon 
which brocho rarely falls. As such, the fact that a brocho did 
indeed apply to it was perhaps a greater xb than the remaining 
(unmeasured) oil lasting all week. For this reason, the Gemara 
was unsure if the remaining seven days also boasted a xb 
comparable to that of the first night, and concluded that it did.     

A Lesson Can Be Learned From:  
The Chofetz Chaim once happened to visit a Russian town, and he asked 
his host to take him to a certain address. When they reached the 
address, they saw a Beis HaKnesses built there. The Chofetz Chaim had 
a big smile on his face, and his host asked him to explain his reaction. 
The Chofetz Chaim told him that 40 years before he had visited this 
town during the days of Selichos, and that early one morning, as he 
made his way to Selichos, he heard the sound of a woman crying. He 
entered the house and asked the woman why she was crying. Was there 
some help he could offer ? The woman replied that she did not know 
how to read Hebrew, and so she could not daven from a Siddur. She 
knew that these were holy days, so she arose early every morning and 
cried, asking Hashem to accept her tears as if she were actually 
davening. The Chofetz Chaim said: “I was confident that a place where 
this woman wept to Hashem with such sincerity and righteousness 
would always remain a sacred place. That is why I wished to see what 
had become of her address. When I saw a Beis HaKnesses standing 
there, understandably I was filled with joy”.      
P.S. Sholosh Seudos sponsored this week by the Sternberg family. 


