
 

 

 After shuir, one of the talmidim 

approached his Rebbe looking for help. He 

said “I have a terrible toothache do you 

know any segulos to help relieve the pain.” 

The Rebbe opened up a Kaf Hachaim and 

showed the talmid some fascinating 

words. “One segulah of tzitzis is to help 

avoid toothaches. There are 32 strings on 

a garment of tzitzis which correspond to 

the amount of teeth one has. And, when 

one makes the bracha “l’hisateif b’tzitzis“, 

he should have in mind that the first letter 

of each of those two words is numerically 

equivalent to 32, corresponding to the 32 

teeth. This should help with toothaches”. 

Tzitzis and Teeth 

 Chazal tell us the path of sin is 

“first the eyes see, then the 

heart wants, then the feet take 

you.” However, in the last 

parsha of Shema we say “don’t 

stray after your heart and after 

your eyes.” If sin starts with the 

eyes, then really the pasuk 

should have written “don’t stray 

after your eyes and your heart.” 

The reality is, you see (i.e. 

perceive) what you feel in your 

heart. A person, naturally, has 

preconceived notions, biases, 

and desires in his heart. Then, 

when he sees something, that’s 

what he sees.   

 

 

 

Preconceived Notions 
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 פרשת שלח  

Hashem’s Honor in this World  

In this week’s parsha, after the incident with the meraglim, Moshe davens that Hashem should 

forgive the Jewish people. His main appeal to Hashem was how it will look to the other nations 

if you would destroy them now. It would create a massive chilul Hashem. Rashi comments on 

the words “salachti k’dvarecha (14:20)” that ‘I forgave Klal Yisroel and I won’t destroy them, 

because of your tefilah that it will look like I am unable to bring the Jewish people into Eretz 

Yisroel’.  The Chozeh of Lublin explains that Moshe didn’t cry out because of his pain, rather it 

was because of the desecration of Hashem’s name. The word “salachti” is because you worried 

about Hashem’s kavod. “K’dvarecha” is Hashem’s guarantee that whoever cries because of the 

chilul Hashem in the world will be saved from his own personal pain.   

R’ Yaakov Meir Sonenfeld was once walking through the marketplace and he heard a Jew 

repeating again and again “When will moshiach come, we need moshiach so badly”. R’Yaakov 

was intrigued by this man’s tefilah. He was curious as to why this man felt a strong yearning for 

moshiach right here, right now. He went over to ask him. The man was surprised, saying 

‘doesn’t every Jew want moshiach to come right now and even more so right now when it 

costs 10 shekel for a pound of grapes. Rav Yaakov had to hold back his laughter that he was 

crying about grape prices. He responded as follows: “We don’t need moshiach because of 

rising prices, to heal the sick, or because there might be danger on the horizon. We need 

moshiach for one simple reason, in order to increase Hashem’s honor in the world”. We need 

to put this thought in to our heads and our mouths ‘moshiach we need you now more than 

ever.  

 



 In this week’s Parsha, Hashem pronounces the destruction of the Jewish people because of the terrible sin of the Meraglim. Moshe 

then davens with the words, “Hashem, slow to anger, abundant in kindness, forgiver of iniquity and willful sin….” The Rabenu Bachya 

asked, in past situations when Moshe davened for Hashem to forgive the Jewish people he added “remember Avraham and Yitzchok 

(Shemos 32:13).” How come now when he is davening to be forgiven does he not tap in to the zechus Avos?   

He answers profoundly:  Hashem promised to the Avos that they would receive the Land of Israel.  Now their children have a chance 

to enter into the “Promised Land” and yet they have no interest.  Mentioning the forefathers who loved Eretz Yisrael so much would 

not be a benefit at this time, in fact it would be counterproductive.    

 

 

The Kli Yakar quotes a Midrash that asks why the pasuk at the beginning of this 

week’s parsha specifically says “send for yourself men” those men actually hated 

Eretz Yisroel, as they said “Let us appoint men and we will go back to Mitzrayim”. 

However, the women loved Eretz Yisroel as they said “give us a portion in the land.”   

When Hashem gave permission to send the spies he said if you want to send men, 

go right ahead, but if you ask me I would say you should send the woman because 

they won’t speak badly about the Land. 

 Grape Vines in the Desert? 

 R’ Chaim Kanievsky notes a very interesting connection between the story of the spies and the parsha of nisachim

( libations), that follows. He asks what happened to that large cluster of grapes that the spies took from Eretz Yisroel 

during their mission. Throughout the next forty years in the desert, the Bnei Yisroel needed to bring korbanos and do 

all of the other services in the Mishkan. One of those services is the nisuch ha’yayin. To have wine, you need grapes, 

so where were the Jews going to find grapes in the desert. These grapes actually made up the supply of wine needed 

for all forty years. And this is what the pasuk in Shir Hashirim (1:14) states “The cluster atones for my beloved to me.” 

The cluster of grapes which they used for korbanos was an atonement for the sin they had done with that cluster. 
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