
 
ראה פרשת  

Week #67 

Amira L’Akum – Asking a Non-Jew 
 

Is it permissible to ask a non-Jew to turn off a light? 

If one cannot sleep with the light on, one may hint to the non-Jew by saying 

that one cannot sleep in the light, but one should not request it. If that is not 

feasible, one may ask the non-Jew to close the light. This is only permitted if the 

person has no other comfortable place to sleep.
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Is it permissible to ask a non-Jew to turn the air conditioner off?  

If it is very cold, it is permissible to ask a non-Jew to turn the air conditioner 

off.
2
  

 

Is it permissible to ask a non-Jew to turn the heat on?  
In the case where it is cold and young children are present, it is permissible 

to ask the non-Jew to turn it on. If it is very cold, one may ask the non-Jew to 

turn the heat on even for adults. 

 

What is permissible to do if a child turns the knob of the oven but did 

not ignite the fire, causing gas to escape? 

In general, the gas is controlled by electric ignition, and it is best to have a non-

Jew turn it off.  If this is not feasible, it is permissible for a child to turn it off 

in a backhanded fashion (with a shinui).  

                                                           
1Even though one may not derive benefit from a Melocho done by a non-Jew for a Jew, this is not considered 

deriving benefit directly since the benefit is from the lack of light. However, if a room was dark and a non-
Jew lit up the room for a Jew, one may not benefit from the light. 

2 This is based on the concept that everyone is considered ‘sick’ in regard to cold. 
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