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Everything is Calculated – הכל מחושב 
The expenses of our large family increased Baruch Hashem because of the 
many recent smachot (simchos). 
Like the other family members, I became involved and I tapped all the financial 
resources available to me to help them with their expenses though this was 
more than I could afford. I gladly did this with a sense of mission that HaKadosh 
Baruch Hu placed me in this family with the purpose to fulfill my mission. I see 
the results with special blessing that the Creator sends down to me in my 
business in a natural way. Whenever I need a large amount of money my 
business grows with amazing supervision and providence. 
Sometimes I am overwhelmed by these little hashgachos that happen every 
day but I must share with the readers the incident that happened with me 
today. This is what happened: The laptop which is the main implement in my 
business suddenly died and now I was saddled with an expense of thousands of 
shekel to acquire a specific computer that I needed for work. 
What a shame to have to spend this money when I need every penny for the 
benefit of the family. I thought that perhaps I could do with a cheaper model or 
maybe it would be better if I looked for a used one until I could afford a new 
one. As I pondered the matter a representative of a company that we do 
business with came in and announced that his company was sponsoring a raffle 
for all the workers and he placed a lottery ticket on my desk. 
A few minutes later he informed me that my ticket was the winning ticket, and 
I still did not know what I had won, perhaps an expensive pen or a set of dishes 
for the house, nice prizes. The representative placed a fancy box on my desk. I 
opened the box and to my great surprise there was a new laptop. I quickly 
unwrapped it to see what model it was and behold! It was the exact model that 
I dreamed of buying when I had enough money. I am not the type that wins 
lotteries and on the same day that my laptop broke Heaven sent me the 
representative to fulfill my request without even having to bother to go to a 
store. With thanks to Hashem for all His kindnesses.              .ב.ק     
 

The Sheet of the Tefillin – גליון התפילין 
I live in Boro Park and every Thursday towards evening I go to shul to 
get the Tiv Hakehila sheet for me and my family. This time I looked and 
could not find it. Suddenly, I saw someone looking at the sheet. I asked 
him where did he find the sheet and he told me that the sheets were 
on a table under a Tefillin bag. I immediately went to the table and I 
found the sheets under my Tefillin!!! Every morning I replace the 
Tefillin in a special cubby so that I would not have to look for them in 
the morning when everything is full and piled high. This time it seems 
that I forgot to replace them to their proper place and Hashem had 
mercy on me so that I would not have to look for them in the morning 
and I would have thought that someone had taken them… 
Another hashgacha story in the merit of Tiv Hakehila!!! 

   י.ר.
 

 
 

עור הרגו בחרבואת בלעם בן ב  

And Bilam ben Beor they killed with a sword 
Our parsha relates that the punishment that the wicked Bilam 
received was that he was killed with the sword (31:8), and in truth 
we have to understand for HaKadosh Baruch Hu did not command 
to kill him and yet, they killed him, why? Rashi HaKadosh explains: 
‘Bilam went there (to Midian), to take payment for the twenty-
four thousand whom he had felled from Israel through his advice. 
He departed from Midian in the direction of Israel, and he gave 
Israel bad advice. He said to them: If, when there were six 
hundred thousand of you, you could not overcome them, do you 
come now to do battle with twelve thousand?’ According to the 
words of Rashi Bilam was punished because of the bad advice that 
he had given Israel and for the coldness that he wanted to instill in 
their hearts, and in truth this is why he was punished, for the 
coldness that he wanted to instill in the hearts of the fighters, for 
when soldiers go out to war or for anything that they are 
instructed to do and someone comes along and instills coldness, 
he can ruin and cool the entire matter. 
It is appropriate to bring the words of the Orchos Tzaddikim in 
Sha’ar HaSimcha (Gate of Happiness): There is an additional joy 
and jest that is very bad, for example, if someone laughs at 
someone who is very careful in his service of Hashem and the 
fulfillment of His mitzvos. There are four negative aspects to this 
behavior: First – he darkens the soul from the enlightenment of 
the mitzvos, when he degrades and laughs at the one fulfilling the 
mitzvah and he belittles the mitzvah in his eyes. Second – perhaps 
because of the ridicule the righteous one will hold back from his 
righteousness for he will not be able to withstand the ridicule. 
Third – those people who have not tried to walk in the ways of 
Hashem Yisbarach will not be able to do Teshuva because of the 
ridicule, and they will go in darkness all the days of their lives and 
it turns out that this one who ridiculed not only did he hold back 
much goodness that is set aside for the righteous from his 
colleague, rather, he caused him to go down to the deepest 
depths, and this ridiculer can be punished as one who caused the 
masses to sin. Fourth – he is compared to highway robbers 
blocking the road, and he cuts down the legs of those bringing 
gifts to the King, this man is hated by and is an enemy of the King 
and his evil is very great! 
How careful we must be that we not be chalilah of the enemies of 
the King and when we see a son or a student or even a colleague 
who is doing something good, one must be very careful not to 
cool him from this or mock him, but on the contrary, one should 
encourage him and support him and his actions, that we should 
not chalilah be of the students of the wicked Bilam, and when we 
act accordingly then perhaps we will merit that the following 
apply to us ‘the vengeance of the scribes is the increase of 
wisdom’. 

- Tiv HaTorah - Mattos    

 
 

 
 



 

 

 ירידה לצורך עליה

Descending In Order To Ascend 
 

ויקרבו אל משה הפקדים אשר לאלפי הצבא שרי האלפים ושרי 
ראש אנשי המלחמה אשר  המאות: ויאמרו אל משה עבדיך נשאו את

בידנו ולא נפקד ממנו איש: ונקרב את קרבן ה' איש אשר מצא כלי זהב 
נ(-)לא:מחאצעדה וצמיד טבעת עגיל וכומז לכפר על נפשתינו לפני ה':   

The commanders of the thousands in the army, the officers of the 
thousands and the officers of the hundreds, approached Moshe. 
They said to Moshe, “Your servants took a census of the men of 
war under our command, and not a man of us was missing. So we 
have brought an offering for Hashem; what any man found of 
gold vessels, anklet and bracelet, ring, earring, and kumaz, to 
atone for our souls before Hashem. (31:48-50) 
Rashi (her and in Shemos 35:22) that kumaz was brought to atone 
for the sinful thoughts that they had when they went out to war. 
Behold, it is appropriate to pay attention to the atonement that 
was needed then for sinful thoughts, they were commanded by 
the Most High to come and wage war with Midian as it was stated 
to Moshe by the Most High (31:3)  החלצו מאתכם אנשים לצבא ויהיו

 Arm men from among yourselves for – על מדין לתת נקמת ה' במדין
the army that they may be against Midian to inflict Hashem’s 
vengeance against Midian. HaKadosh Baruch Hu knew that if the 
Children of Israel went to war against Midian their daughters 
would provoke the Children of Israel as they had already done and 
caused what they had caused, and nevertheless Hashem Yisbarach 
commanded that they do battle with them and we find that this 
battle was a mitzvah that was ruled on for that moment and 
through it they would deflect the negative precept of לא תתורו – 
‘do not turn after’ and even if they stumbled did not have to bring 
an atonement  for they were commanded for this and why did 
they see fit to bring an atonement? 
However, the truth of the matter is that when we consider the 
words of our Chachamim z”l we will see that indeed this is a part of 
the concept of Teshuva – repentance, that is, Teshuva is not 
specifically for a sin that a person transgressed out of personal 
choice and personal will, rather, even for something where he had 
no choice in the matter and it is impossible to lay blame on him, 
still, Teshuva at this time is needed as part of his obligation to his 
Creator. In a similar vein they stated (Avodah Zarah 3a) that 
HaKadosh Baruch Hu does not seek excuses to deal with His 
creations. Still, we are not exempt from doing Teshuva, for though 
it is true that the sin came about out of necessity, nevertheless, he 
was given a choice in regard to Teshuva, and as much as he is able 
to do he is obligated to do it and chalilah [woe] to him if he 
neglects this. He has to realize that in any event the sin has caused 
a flaw in his soul and if he is given an opportunity to go back and 
correct it and he does not take advantage of this, he surely puts 
the noose around his neck. 
We see this topic in the words of our Chachamim z”l in regard to 
mankind in general, and not because of a ruling of the moment as 
this war is, as it is brought down in the Gemara (Eruvin 13b) The 
Rabbis taught: For two and a half years, Beis Shammai and Beis 
Hillel debated. These would say: It would have been more pleasant 
for a person not to have been created than having been created, 
whereas these would say: It is more pleasant for a person having 
been created than had he not been created. They took a vote and 
concluded: It would have been more pleasant for a person not to 
have been created than having been created. Now that he has 
been created, let him search his deeds, and others have the 
version: Let him examine his deeds.  
 

 

We also find in the Gemara (Bava Basra 164b) Rav Amram said in the 
name of Rav: There are three transgressions from which no man is 
saved every single day, thoughts of sin, examining one’s prayers, and 
lashan hara [improper speech]. 
From these teachings we see that even when Adam was created 
Hashem Yisbarach knew that there would be no Tzaddik [righteous 
person] in the world who would only do good and not sin. Already at 
the beginning of creation Hashem knew that perfection was beyond 
human ability and a mundane person will not be able to stand in battle 
against a celestial angel, that is, the Evil Inclination, notwithstanding, He 
created man, for He knew that ultimately He would give man the power 
of Teshuva and through it he would be able to purify from his sin and 
correct the flaw, and as the advice of our Chachamim z”l in the above 
mentioned teaching ‘let him search his deeds’. 
If one will ask, why did Hashem do it like this, and why did He not give 
man the ability to always be able to stand up against his Inclination 
without it standing in his way? What is the purpose of this that the 
person should stumble and descend from his level and then return to 
merit that he corrects it with Teshuva and encouragement, would there 
not be more honor for heaven if he was always able to stand without 
moving from the will of his Creator? What is the purpose of having a 
person come to this? 
The answer to these questions is brought in the holy seforim, in these 
seforim as well there are many explanations on this topic and the 
essence of their words is that even those on a higher plateau experience 
some form of descending from their level, and there are several reasons 
for this stated there. However, the common theme of all the reasons is 
that ‘there is a descending in order to elevate’, that is, at times there is 
a desire from Heaven for a certain person to elevate and to a level that 
he had not yet previously attained. However, in the meantime he has 
attained a level where Heaven has illuminated upon him and now he is 
not able to elevate higher. Therefore, they remove him from the higher 
lever where he currently finds himself and he finds himself in a place 
where he senses darkness and is shrouded in great secrecy, and once he 
sees his situation this causes him to strengthen in the service of Heaven 
with even greater application and through this he ultimately rises and 
attains a higher level and Heaven endows him with the merit to attain 
this level which is higher than the level previously attained. 
This issue is especially recognizable in someone who truly immerses his 
head and most of his being in the service of Hashem as is fitting, for 
they sense at times an inexplicable descending, an assault on their 
blossoming involvement in the service of Hashem, and this is a great 
disappointment for them, with nothing to show for all their hard work 
and for their great arousal. However, in truth, they should not be 
discouraged by this for this is the way of the Torah, that even their 
descending allows their wings to expand and lift them higher by way of 
‘descending for the sale of elevating’, and they elevate higher because 
they have descended. 
And so, the purpose of the descent is to increase the honor of Heaven, 
so that through it the person can serve his Creator from a higher 
elevation, however, at that very moment the person being tested is in 
danger, for at times the Inclination will attack the person and use this 
opportunity to entice the person and spread out its net to have him fall 
in it, and until the person merits to conquer it and overcome it, the 
Inclination will try to harm his soul chas v’shalom and this a descent that 
might happen but is not the initial intent of Above. 
Therefore, it is incumbent on the person to know that at that moment 
death is hiding under the disguise of darkness, and this is the way of the 
world, and he has to work on it and overcome it. He should not be 
disheartened and depressed and he should not be enticed by the advice 
of the Inclination at this difficult time, and if he does strengthen himself 
at this difficult time he will merit that the words of the posuk will be 
fulfilled in him (Mishlei 24:16)  וקם! –שבע יפול צדיק   - the righteous one 
may fall seven times – he will arise!    
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