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Now You Know 
Noach was righteous in his 

generations. The sages have two 
views of this statement. There are 
those who judge it as praise, saying 

that if Noach had lived surrounded by 
righteous people he would have been 
even greater. 

Others view this as a criticism and say 
that if Noach existed in the generation 

of Avraham he wouldn’t have been 
counted as anything. 

It’s possible these are two sides of 
the same coin. On the positive side, 
we are greatly influenced by those 

around us and when we surround 
ourselves with good people, it helps 
us to improve. 

On the flip side, one who ignores this 

opportunity and stubbornly chooses 
to remain petty and small is to be that 
much more censured. 

If Noach the righteous man had had a 
cadre of other righteous people, he 
would have been greater. 

However, if he had remained the 
same Noach, even in the time of 
Avraham Avinu who was a prince 
among men and showed the world the 

greatness of the Creator, then even 
the righteousness he did have is not 
worthy of mention because he gave 
up the chance to become greater. 

 Thought of the week: 

I tremble for my country 
when I reflect that G-d is 
just; that His justice cannot 
sleep forever. 

-Thomas Jefferson 
(Remember to pray before you vote!) ☺ 

(ZY:W TYwARB) „...RsB LK TXwL JRAH LE OYM LWBMH TA AYBM YNNH YNAW‰ 
“And I, I now bring the flood of water on the land to destroy all flesh.”(Genesis 6:17) 

Despite having received warnings for 120 years, including the time Noach built his 
conspicuous ark and explained why he was doing it, Mankind continued down its road to 
ruin, with the people becoming little more than glorified animals, indulging their desires at 
the expense of others. Though they were idolatrous and licentious, it was theft and 
extortion that finally sealed the fate of the world. 

It is interesting that HaShem said, “I am bringing, ‘ha-mabul,’ “the” flood of water.” Usually 
the letter ‘hai’ shows that we are referring to a specific, previously-known item, but the flood 
had not been mentioned before now. Why then does the Torah refer to it with this 
terminology? 

Rashi explains that G-d’s objective here in announcing His intentions in such a fashion was 
to say that HaShem agreed with the urging of those angels who had previously tried to 
convince Him to abandon any hopes that man would eventually become anything 
worthwhile. While HaShem didn’t give up on Man entirely, He did decide to shake things up 
and clean house. 

Rashi explains the word ‘mabul,’ meaning deluge, to convey words of similar root which 
mean to destroy (bila), to confuse (bilbail), and to transport the high to the low (hobil). At 
this point, HaShem had decided that this needed to happen. What was not determined was 
how it would happen. At this point, HaShem referred to the necessary destruction, “the 
mabul” and said it would consist of water, washing away everything on Earth. 

We learn a very important lesson from this. As Chazal put it, “Heaven has many 
messengers.” HaShem didn’t decide to bring a flood to the world. He decided to clean up 
the world as it was necessary. That destruction took the form of a flood because the water 
symbolized the three sins which were the basis of the collapse of society: idolatry, 
immorality and theft. 

Building a boat or a tower would not have saved people because they weren’t subject to a 
flood, but rather to HaShem’s decree. When Pharaoh and his people decided to drown the 
Jewish children because they knew G-d had promised not to bring another flood, their 
foolish mistake was thinking that He had no other way to punish them. In their case it was 
not a flood but drowning them in the sea. 

The lesson is that HaShem’s will always prevails and the best way to ensure our safety is 
to stand with Him and follow his ways. 

In Radin, there was a widow who lived in a rented house with her young children. When 
she couldn’t pay her rent, the landlord told her to leave. Winter was approaching and she 
had nowhere else to go so she pleaded with him to let her stay. The heartless man 
removed the roof of the shack and she had no choice but to leave. 

The townspeople were aghast and went to the Chofetz Chaim. He said one word: “Wait.”  

Years later, this landlord’s son died of a very contagious disease. The Chevra Kadisha was 
afraid to touch the dead body for fear of contamination. In the freezing cold, the man had to 
dig a grave and bury his son with his own hands. 

“HaShem does not just let things go,” said the Chofetz Chaim. “He is very methodical but 
gives people time to repent. Eventually, though, if he does not make amends for his sins, a 
person will be punished as he deserves.” 
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This week’s issue dedicated 
N‰EL  

HwM ÂRH IB AQLEMw LAWMw    
Mr. Samuel Kizelnik z”l 

Upon his first Yahrtzeit  

IWwXRM ÂW 
You are still our sunshine. ☺ 

 

One person can 

build the world. 
Print, e-mail, and share Migdal 

Ohr with others. 
  You’ll be glad you did.   
E-mail ‘Subscribe’ to 

info@JewishSpeechWriter.com 


