
3  The Chazon Ish 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

שער עירו )לד:כד( יצאי וימלו כל זכר כל  
All those who go forth through the gate of his city was circumcised (34:24) 

Previously, in Parashas Chayei Sarah it states (23:10):  ויען עפרון החתי את

 And Ephron the Chiti responded to – שער עירו לאמר באי אברהם באזני בני חת לכל
Avraham in the hearing of the children of Chais, for all who come to the gate of 
his city, saying. What is the reason for the change in language? The ‘Paneach 
Razza’ explains that when Sarah passed away and the field was sold to Avraham 
Avinu, everyone came to witness the transaction, as this was respectful. Here, in 
contrast, when the people of the city heard that they had to circumcise 
themselves – all of them went out, they fled from there. (Umatok Haohr) 

 

Staten Island Z’manim 

 לכל זמן ועת
 

Why did Yaakov have to run away from 

Lavan before he could stand up to him? Did 

his location change his ability to stand his 

ground? Rav Yaakov Schnaidman answers 

that yes, in Lavan’s community it was 

impossible to stand up to him. Lavan had 

such a negative effect there that even 

Yaakov was unable to stand up and express 

himself properly. Only when Yaakov left 

and was on neutral ground was he then able 

to contest Lavan. If Lavan was able to have 

such a negative impact on his surroundings, 

imagine how much of an impact each one of 

us can have on our surroundings when we 

do the right thing. 
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                Candle Lighting: 4:12  

 
 

  Sof Z’man Krias Shema: 
      Mogen Avraham: 8:57   Gra: 9:33 
Sof Z’man Tefillah (Shacharis): 10:20 

Chatzos: 11:53       Sh'kiah: 4:31 
Havdalah: Tzeis HaKochavim: 5:17 
     Rabbeinu Tam (72 minutes): 5:44  

                                                 (some say 6:00) 
 
 

                      
            Next Week: Vayeishev 
              Candle Lighting: 4:16 

 Orchos Chaim L’HaRosh 
3. Distance yourself from falsehood, lying, and deceit as much as possible 
The Chofetz Chaim writes (Sefer Chofetz Chaim, Pesichah— Mitzvas Asei 13, 14) that it 

is an Aveirah M’Di’Oraysa to say something that is not true, as it says in Shemos (23:7), 

Midvar Sheker Tirchak, that one should be far removed from speaking a false word. In 

addition to this, if one tells a lie he is not emulating the ways of Hashem, as everything 

Hashem does is good and truthful.  
Rav David Luria, zt”l, the Radal, was a brilliant Talmud Chacham and had a full 

command of Kol HaTorah Kulah, the entire Torah. He was also well-versed in various other 

subjects as well, and he was proficient in several languages, including French. Once, a 

group of his adversaries came up with false charges against him and reported him to the 

government, claiming that he was rebellious against the Czar. He was soon arrested and 

imprisoned in jail. A few days later, he was called to appear before a group of government 

officials, in order to confirm the charges against him. When the interrogation began, the 

officials spoke amongst themselves in French, thinking that this Rabbi would surely have no 

idea what they were saying. However, when the Radal heard them talking, he moved away 

to the side. When the Chief Minister saw this, he angrily said to him, “How dare you move 

away! Why are you not remaining in the place we have put you?!” Rav Dovid answered in 

French, “Your honor, I am sorry, but I noticed that the officials were speaking together in 

French, thinking that I did not understand them. However, as you can see, I am quite fluent 

in French. I could not stand there and listen to their conversation while they thought that I 

didn’t understand what they were saying. That would be deceiving them, and it would not 

be proper. Therefore, I moved away to the side.” The officials were quite taken with         

Rav David’s integrity, and they saw that he was someone that would never compromise 

himself by being untruthful. As a result, he found favor in their eyes, and he was cleared of 

all the charges leveled against him! 
 

      Besamei HaTorah 
                            …Beneath the Surface 

 
 
 

      By: R’ Shmuel Winzelberg 

כסלו "זי  
17 Kisleiv 

Pearls of Wisdom…  
A Word for the Ages 

Rav Yeruchem Levovitz, zt”l, would 

say, “A tailor takes his sewing basket, 

a carpenter takes his tool chest,  

and a shoemaker takes his special 

tools. What are the tools of trade for a 

Jew? The answer is, a Jew takes his 

Siddur and his Tefilah.  

These are all the tools he needs!” 
 

 

אלעזר בן שרה  לרפואה שלמה:  

 יחיאל ברוך הלוי בן ליבה גיטל
תוך שאר חולי ישראלב  



  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 L’Maaseh      
Rav Yaakov Galinsky, zt”l, once taught about 

how powerful an act of Chessed can be, and that 

one can never really know how far reaching one 

small act of kindness can go. He illustrated this 

with a story. During the time of the Russian 

Revolution, Czar Nicholas was the most hated man 

in Russia and a group of revolutionaries decided to 

overthrow him. The leader of this group quickly 

became the most wanted man in the country, and 

he became a hunted man to be apprehended. One 

day some soldiers spotted him riding on a horse, 

and they chased after him into a small town. He 

quickly jumped off his horse and ran to the first 

house he could find, which happened to be a 

Jewish home. The Jew answered the door but 

refused to hide him, for he was afraid that they 

would both get caught. The man quickly ran to the 

next house, and another Jew answered the door. He 

begged the Jew to let him in and hide him, and he 

promised that for his help, he would somehow, 

some day, repay him for saving his life. The Jew 

allowed him to enter his home and helped him 

hide. He told the fugitive to change his clothing, 

and then he handed him a Tallis. He told him to put 

it on, and he showed him how to make the motions 

of Davening. When the Czar’s army came 

knocking on the doors, they eventually came to this 

Jew’s house. When they entered, the Jew told them, 

“We are just a couple of Jews praying”. The 

soldiers saw the two of them wrapped in 

their Taleisim, thought nothing of it, and left. The 

fugitive thanked the Jew with all his heart and 

reiterated his promise. Years later, the 

revolutionaries were able to overthrow the Czar, 

and this fugitive became a man of great power. One 

day this Jew received an invitation to the capital. 

When he arrived he was greeted by the very man 

he had saved. He thanked him again for saving his 

life, gave him money and riches, and said that if 

there was anything he ever needed, he would do all 

he can to help him. Years later, in 1921, eighteen 

Yeshivah Bochrim from the Novardok Yeshivah 

tried to cross the border illegally. They were caught 

and faced a severe prison term. The boys went to 

Rav Chaim Ozer Grodzensky, zt”l, for advice. Rav 

Chaim Ozer told them this story and advised them 

to go see this Jew and ask for his help. The man 

was happy to try. He went to the Capital, and asked 

his friend, the President, to please intervene. All 

the Bochrim were released and saved, and one of 

those eighteen boys was Rav Yaakov Yisrael 

Kanievsky, zt”l, the Steipler Gaon! Rav Galinsky 

showed how one act of Chessed had tremendous 

ramifications years later!  
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 בס"ד

Rav Zundel Kroizer, zt”l, was accustomed all his life to Daven Shacharis, 

K’Vasikin, at dawn. Later in his life it once happened that due to an unavoidable 

reason one morning, he was delayed from going to Shul, and he could not start 

Davening with his usual Minyan. His grandson, who would accompany him, 

knowing that this was probably the first time that he had ever missed Davening 

at the Vasikin Minyan, immediately understood that his grandfather would be 

upset over this, and told his grandfather that if he still hurried to Shul and 

skipped part of Davening he would be able to catch up with the Minyan and still 

be able to Daven K’Vasikin. However, Rav Zundel, to whom Tefilah meant more 

than just saying the words, refused the offer. With calmness, he explained to his 

grandson that although Davening K’Vasikin was very important, Tefilah with 

skipping parts of it falls into the category of ‘second best’, and it is not proper to 

do something at this lower level, just so that he can Daven at the Vasikin 

Minyan. He said it is better to daven calmly and without skipping, even though 

he would lose the benefit of Davening K’Vasikin, and he went to a later Minyan. 

Rav Gamliel Rabbinovitch taught from this that one should always assess his 

Avodah and the way he does Mitzvos to see that he is not losing out by doing 

things in a ‘second best’ manner, even if he is accustomed to doing things the 

same way for a very long time. The Chozeh of Lublin once gave a student of his 

a list of twenty-four customs, and how to carry out the different Minhagim, and 

he noted at the side of each custom the words, ‘and sometimes the opposite’. 

Meaning, although the essential Minhag is good, it is still up to the person to 

decide if it is proper to do so in his current situation, and if he sees that it would 

be better to abandon his custom, it is better for him to do so at that time. 

Everything depends on the time and place, in any given situation. 
 

       The Siddur Speaks 

A Closer Look at Davening 

 B’Kitzur… Hilchos Tefilah 
If there is a question about a letter in a Sefer Torah that perhaps it doesn’t 

have the shape it should have, it should be shown to a young child— a child that 

is neither too wise nor too young to have not learned the letters yet. If the child 

can read the letter as it is supposed to be, the Torah is Kosher. If he cannot read 

it, the Torah is invalidated. If different children disagree about what the letter 

should be, the majority opinion should be followed. This applies only when 

there is a doubt about the letter, because the children are only clarifying the 

situation. However, if it is known that the letter is not written correctly or if one 

of the letters has become split, it is not Kosher even if a child can read it 

correctly. (Kitzur Shulchan Aruch 24:5) 

 

The Chafetz Chaim would often send people who were in need of a 

Brachah from a Tzaddik to Rav Yosef Zundel Hutner, zt”l, of Eishyshok. 

When people questioned why he did this, the Chafetz Chaim explained, 

“Rav Yosef Zundel is an individual who guards his tongue from any form 

of forbidden speech, and he is a person who is especially careful not to 

utter any form of lying. Such a person has a sanctified mouth, and 

Brachos that come from such a source of purity will be fulfilled by 

Hashem. Therefore, he is very fitting to give Brachos to others in need!” 
 

V’halachtah B’drachav 
The Ways of Hashem 

Working on our Middos 


