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Naso 
The Zera Shimshon, Rav Shimshon 
Chaim ben Rav Nachmon Michoel 
Nachmani, was born in 5467 
(1706/1707) into an illustrious 
family with great Rabbinical 
lineage. He studied the revealed and 
concealed parts of the Torah by the 
Torah greats of his day.  

He served as Rav of Modena, Pisa, 
Sayna and Reggio, Italy, and was 
recognized as a holy and pious 
individual, as well as a tremendous 
Torah scholar in all areas of Torah. 
He passed away on the 6th of Elul 
5539 (1779). 

His Seforim were named, Toldos 
Shimshon (The ‘Offspring’ of 
Shimshon) on Pirkei Avos and Zera 
Shimshon (The ‘Seed’ of 
Shimshon) on the Parshi’os of the 
Torah. In his introduction, he 
explains that since his only son had 
died during his lifetime, he wrote 
his Seforim to perpetuate his own 
memory after his passing. 

The following is his passionate 
request to learn his works.  

“I implore of you with ten terms of 
supplication to choose from my 
Chiddushim (novella) the piece that 
finds favor in your eyes, for your 
learning will sooth my soul etc… 

“This righteousness will stand by 
you forever – to ‘eat’ in this world, 
and be satiated in the next. In this 
merit, Hashem will repay you with 
children, health and sustenance. 

“…and now my brothers and 
friends etc. do a true kindness, and 
with your eyes you will see children 
and grandchildren surrounding 
your table, houses filled with all 
that is good, wealth and honor will 
not cease from your children…” 
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The crown of the wise is their wealth, but the foolishness of 

the fools is but foolishness (Mishlei 14:24).

In this piece, the Zera Shimshon explains why the crown of the wise is 

their wealth – seemingly contradictory to every other teaching the 

Chachamim teach us. As well, the end of the passuk

seems repetitious and is ambiguous. 

He explains based on the following Gemaros: 

Gemara (Shabbos 119a) says; “Tithe so that you shall become rich.

If one fulfills the Mitzva of Ma’aser properly, he will not lose, 

only gain financially.  

Regarding the tithing of produce, there is another Gemara (Brachos 35b) 

that contrasts the willingness between the earlier generations to fulfill the 

Mitzvos and the lack thereof with which the later generations look

exempt themselves from being required to do the Mitzvos. The earlier 

generations brought their produce through the main entrance of 

According to halacha, this obligated them to separate the required Ma’aser. 

 this intentionally so that they would be 

Mitzva. The later generations did the exact opposite. They specifically

brought the produce through the roof (skylight) and other back entrances so 

that they would not be obligated by halacha to separate

Concerning one who does not separate the necessary gifts from his 

produce, the Gemara (Brachos 63a) says the following frightening statement. 

“One who does not give Teruma and Ma’aser to the Kohen eventually will 

have to come on to the Kohen to check his wife for being a Sota.”

With these introductions, the Zera Shimshon

aforementioned passuk. 

When a person follows the halachos of Ma’aser properly, he is blessed 

with wealth. This person is indeed a wise person. And his wisdom is 

mirrored by his wealth since it is indicative that he follows the Mitzva of 

Ma’aser as he should. 

The fool on the other hand, who tries to free himself of the obligation of 

Ma’aser, thinking he will profit more like this, only goes from one foolishness 

to another. This is because firstly, he does not end up gaining financially

the second foolishness that results from his act is the fact that now he will 

anguish of having to take his wife to the Kohen as a Sota.
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