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His Messengers 
 

Rabbi Berger was deep into his studies when 

the doorbell rang. The Berger bell is not 

something that can be easily ignored. And 

besides, it might be a Jew in need on the other 

side of the door.  

"Levi Benyakov!" 

said a surprised Rabbi 

Berger. "I haven't seen 

you in years. To what 

do I owe the honor of 

this reunion?" said 

Rabbi Berger leading 

his guest to the study. 

“Hi, Rebbe, it's 

good to see you 

again. I came over to 

discuss the upcoming 

chasunah of Goldy 

Berger,” said Rabbi Berger's old talmid. 

He was caught off guard. He was completely 

unaware that his five year old daughter, Goldy 

had become a kallah. 

“Are you planning to marry her?” retorted an 

incredulous Rabbi Berger. 

“No, my friend Reuvain is actually the 

chosson. I'm sure you remember him Rebbe. He 

was one of your favorite talmidim," answered 

Levi. 

“Of course I remember Reuvain. This sounds 

like a terrific shidduch. You must be his 

messenger then?" probed Rabbi Berger, trying to 

get to the bottom of this mystery. 

“Well actually, Reuvain originally asked 

Shimon to be his messenger. Shimon was 

planning on coming over, but he suddenly got 

the flu and he asked me to take over his mission,” 

Levi explained. 

“Has Reuvain ever 

seen my daughter 

before?" questioned 

Rabbi Berger further. 

“Well, I think so 

because he's come to 

your house for 

Shabbos. But why 

does that make a 

difference?" 

responded a confused 

Levi. 

 

The Gemara makes a hekish from the words 

"v'yotzo v'hoyso" that geirushin and kidushin share 

certain halachos. Therefore, just as the halachah by 

divorce is that a shliach may make another shliach 

to carry out his mission so too by marriage 

(Kidushin 41a). 

On the other hand, we can differentiate 

between kidushin and geirushin. By kidushin the 

shliach can’t make another shliach because he is a 

weak messenger. The mission that he is charged 

Can a shliach (messenger) appoint 
another shliach to be m'kadeish (marry) 

a k'tanah (girl under bas mitzvah)? 
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with carrying out is insignificant because the 

woman can always decide to refuse to accept the 

kidushin. Whereas by geirushin the shliach is strong. 

The mission that he is charged with carrying out is 

significant, because the 

shliach can give the get to the 

woman even against her will. 

Therefore, only by geirushin is 

the shliach powerful enough 

to make another shliach but 

not by kidushin (Rama Even 

Haezer 35:6, from the Kodosh 

of Radush brought in the 

Mordechai beginning of the 

second perek of Kidushin). 

However, by the kidushin 

of a k’tanah the father can 

accept kidushin on his minor 

daughter’s behalf even 

against her will (Even Haezer 

37:1). Therefore, perhaps all 

would agree that a shliach is 

powerful enough to make 

another shliach.  

However this logic is 

faulty. The kidushin still has 

to be with the father's 

consent. Therefore the 

shliach is too weak to make 

another shliach, since the 

father can refuse to accept the kidushin.  

Only in a case when the chosson said “find me a 

nice wife” may the shliach not pass on his mission. 

Who says the chosson trusts the second shliach’s 

judgment?  Yet, if the chosson picked out a 

particular kallah and he knows what she looks like, 

there are those who say the second shliach works. 

The second messenger is not acting as a real 

shliach, rather he is merely benefiting the chosson. 

The rights to benefit someone belong to everyone 

(Otzar Haposkim 35:6:5 from Maharash Engel 5:37 

and Marpeh L’nefesh). 

However, it is definitely a bigger mitzvah for the 

chosson to do the kidushin himself rather than 

through someone else (Kidushin 41a). 

“Oh, Rebbe I see what the confusion is all 

about," chuckled Levi. "Reuvain 

is not engaged to your 

daughter. He's engaged to a 

different Goldy Berger. But he 

holds you in such high esteem, 

and he wants you to be his 

mesadeir kiddushin.  He was just 

too shy to ask you himself."  

Written By: Simcha Zisel Nakdimen   � Illustrated By: Meir Rosenstock 

Why does the pasuk (Beraishis 24:61) 

first call Eliezer an 'ish' (man) and then 

after he took Rivkah from her family he is 

called an 'eved' slave? The Sforno (24:61) 

explains that at the moment she was 

given over to Eliezer's care the kidushin 

took effect. Therefore Eliezer changed 

from a man to being her slave since she 

was the wife of his master Yitzchok. The 

Chizkuni (Beraishis 24:53) also says that 

when he gave her jewelry it was given for 

the purpose of kidushin. 

According to both of these Rishonim, 

Eliezer himself was the shliach to give 

kidushin. Rivkah was thus fully married to 

Yitzchok as a result of Eliezer's actions on 

his master Yitzchok's behalf. This seems 

to be problematic because the Shulchon 

Aruch (Even Haezer 35:6, from Kidushin 

41b) paskens that a slave cannot be 

messenger for kidushin because he is not 

b’toras kidushin i.e. he cannot marry the 

same women as free men can, and a 

shliach can only do something that he 

would be able to do for himself? 
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