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   HILCHOS KIDUSH LEVANA   

…Continued from previous week 

1) Ideally, Kiddush Levana should be recited on Motzaei Shabbos [or Motzaei Yom Tov] when still adorned 

with Shabbos clothing (Shulchan Aruch Siman 426:2 and Mishna Berura S"K 5) 

 

However, if the first possible Motzaei Shabbos to recite Kiddush Levana is after the 10th day of the month 

we do not push it off until then, rather it is recited at the earliest possible night, lest the next few nights 

be cloudy and the deadline for reciting Kiddush Levana will be missed. (Rama Siman 426:2) 

 

2) When reciting Kiddush Levana on a week night, it is proper to be wearing nice clothing. (Rama ibid. The 

Mishna Berura S"K 7 writes that nowadays we aren't concerned with this. However, it is still proper to not to be 

wearing unclean or unrespectable clothing.) 

 

3)Ideally, it is best to recite Kiddush Levana together with a group, and not say it alone, as "B'rov Am 

Hadras Melech", it is more respectful to the King, Hashem, when done with a Tzibbur. However, this does 

not require a minyan of ten men, as even if said together in a group of three men, it suffices. Some say 

that even saying it together with one other person is acceptable. (See Biur Halacha Siman 426:2 Dibur 

Hamaschil Elah and Siman 167:11 Dibur Hamaschil Echad) 

 

4) If one sees the moon on Motzaei Shabbos when he is alone he should recite the Kiddush Levana then 

rather than wait to say it together with another person on a week night, as it is best not to push off this 

Mitzvah. (See Mishna Berura Siman 426 S"K 20) 

 

If one has the opportunity to recite Kiddush Levana on a week night together with others and he knows 

that if he waits until Motzaei Shabos most likely he will not have anyone else to recite it with, he should 

say it with them rather than with until Motzai Shabbos. (See Sha'ar HaTziyun Siman 426 Os 20) 

 

5) In the month of Av, Kiddush Levana is not recited before Tisha B'Av. (Rama Siman 426:2) 

 

Although the Rama (ibid.) also writes not to recite in on Motzaei Tisha B'av, the prevalent custom is to 

indeed recite it on Motzaei Tisha B'Av after the fast is broken. (See Mishna Berura Siman 426:11. In the event 

that Tisha B'Av falls out on Thursday, it is best to wait until Motzaei Shabbos. See Mishna Berura Siman 426 S"K 10) 
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The main reason for this is that Kiddush Levana needs to be recited with Simcha. Thus when still on an 

empty stomach for 24+ hours and still in the Tisha B'Av mode one cannot be doing it with Simcha; after 

he has eaten and he is in the post Tisha B'Av mode of Geulah, he is considered B'Simcha. (It is possible that 

even the Rama was referring to reciting it while still fasting, and would agree to recite it after eating.). Additionally, 

being that Mashiach was born on Motzaei Tisha B'Av it is proper to say Kiddush Levana at that time to 

symbolize the "rebirth" of the moon as well as the "rebirth" of [the glory of] Klal Yisroel. (See Be'er Heitev 

Siman 551:8 quoting the Arizal) 

 

Kiddush Levana should not be recited without shoes on, and thus is best to change out of "Tisha B'Av 

shoes" before reciting. (See Mishna Berura Siman 426:11) 

 

6) In the month of Tishrei, Kiddush Levana is not recited before Yom Kippur.(Rama Siman 426:2). Here too, 

the reason is that in the days between Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur we are in a state of trembling due 

to our annual heavenly judgment and thus are lacking in Simcha. (See Mishna Berura Siman 426 S"K 9) 

 

Some Poskim, however, maintain that during this period, when every extra Mitzvah performed can help 

tip the scales in our favor, it is indeed best to perform the Mitzvah of Kiddush Levana even before Yom 

Kippur. (See Biur Halacha Siman 426 Dibur Hamaschil V'Lo Kodem Yom Kippur). The prevalent custom is to 

indeed wait until Motzaei Yom Kippur to recite Kiddush Levana. 

 

7) Unlike on Motzaei Tisha B'Av when we wait until the fast is broken and the Tisha B'Av shoes are 

removed, on Motzaei Yom Kippur the custom is to recite Kiddush Levana right after Ma'ariv, before eating 

and before changing shoes, as here we are B'Simcha with the confidence that we have made it through 

our judgment with a positive outcome. (See Mishna Berura Siman 426:11. See also Sdei Chemed; Yom 

Hakipurim Siman 1:1) 

 
…To Be Continued Next Week B’Ezras Hashem 
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